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25 all that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sintertty 
and Truth, 


Dearly Beloved, + F | | ; _ 

HE Love of God, which hath been ſhed abroad inyour 

1 Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, through the Knowledge of 

Jeſas Chriſt, in dying for you, to redeem you from all Ini- 
quity, and brigg you nigh to God by his Blood, I hope does 

») fill your Souls with an earneſt Deſire of being found fully 

walking in all the Ways of his Appointments In his Houſe, 
which is the Place where his Honour dwells, and where he 

records his Name, and where he will come and bleſs von. 

And that you may the better be enabled unte, it is 

highly neceſſary t6 knew the Nature of the Houſe, as td the 

Matter and Form, he Cemings in and the Goings out 

theteof, aud what ought to be your Behaviour and De- 
| Ign67anct and Indiffereney bn the one Hand; and Pride 
and Selfiſhnefs on the other; have been the great Reaſon of 
. the Calamities that have befallen the Charehes of Chriſt. 
'f Hence has come the Diſhonour of Chriſt in the World; Renee 
the Want ef Love among the Saints, and the Decay 


y of Pu- 
rity and Holineſd. And to that Height it is arrived, that even 
i fone of thoſe Churches that ſeem to be moſt feparate from 
the World and Antiehriſtian Worthip in the Adminiftration = 
of Ordinances; are ted much departed frem the Putity of 
God's Worſhip, and from the Order of his Houſe z who in« 
ſtead of obſerving all that the Head of the Church hach 
commanded; have modelled the Churches to their own car- 
nal Faney and worldly Intereſt; from whence has pro- 
ceeded the infaithfal Admifion of Members intothe Chureh, - 
nies, if they be fich) and the little inquiring after their 
wing in Faith, atd the eee e cke Hence: 
ffs 4 2 | 4 4 
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iv DE DIL. CATION. 
the ſtrolling of Officers of Churches from one Flock to an- 
other (to do good they ſay) with many other little unworthy 
Practices. qr | 1 
Theſe things, Dearly Beloved, with many others too 
many to be enumerated in this Place, are the Grief of many 
Mncere Chriſtians, -whoſe Deſire it is that God would give 
the Spirit of Wiſdom and Knowledge of himſelf, and the 
Way of his Houſe, ſo that the Breaches may be repaired: 
and the Houſe of the Lord cleanſed, and reſtored to that 


Beauty and Splendor as hecome it, that thoſe who are with- 
out- may ſee the Excellency of the Ways of. the Lord, that 


they may have a Deſire of a Place and a Name therein, and 
dwell in the Houſe of the Lord all their Days, and inquire 
in his- Temple; when on the contrary the Selfiſhneſs and 
Worldlineſs of thoſe that ſhould be Watchmen therein, like 
the Sons of Eli, have made many to abhor the Ordinances 
of the Lord, 1 Sam. ii. 1217, ; A bc. Lav he 
Therefore it concerns you all, that have taſted that the 
Lord is gracious, to be zealous and active for his Glory, 
and to ſtir ap one another to this Work, as Nebemiah in 4.4 
ii. 17. And if thoſe that ſhould go before you in it, refule, 
_ faying, It is not Time, do you put your Shoulders to the 
Work, the Lord will be with you, for his Name is con- 
cerned. And leſt any ſhould ſay, We underſtand not the 
Way and Order of it, I may ſay the Lord hath ſtirred up 


the Spirit of this Servant of his, the Author now in foe if 3 
s 


_ plainly to lay down the Nature and Order of God's Hou 
with a ſolid Confirmation of it deduced from plain Texts 


of Scripture, and a Vindication of it from the Oppoſition % 
made againſt it, with practical Improvements of it, fitted 
to the meaneſt Capacity of every one that deſires to be 
found in the Ways of the Lord, by which it ſeems to be te 

Mind of God that the leaſt in his Houſe might be left ? 


* 
i 


without. Excuſe. 


And therefore I heartily commend it to the Conſideration % 
of every fincere-hearted Chriſtian, as very inſtructive and 
teaching; and as exact, according to the Pattern laid down 

in Scripture, as any Book of this Kind I have met with, the 
- Author Ie n 8 more than ordinary Guidance # 
od in the penning of it, I am II in 


of the Spirit of 
the Lord, 


| / 
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an infltuted Church of Chrift, in ri/pett 
ther and Form, wherein you have the - 
aural . fhrw- 


at 997 ef the Houje of God, with 

h- — aur thereof, that every hing may be 

v1 | dn dels. an nothing. merely bum an maijntgined 
N XZ vhergn 

re ( - There is part of the Temple, or Trmple-venfois foip, or DI 

nd "F ciphnt, butewhatthe m Line of the Ward ſhould be drawn 
ke over; Rev. xi. 1. And there was given me a Reed like 
des to a Rod; and the Angel ſaid, Ariſe, aud menfare the 


Temple of God, and. the Altar, and them that worlhip 


an inſtituted Church, aur any Reed or Rod to meaſure it nuit 
, bat the Reed of the Word. When John had a Vifton of 
pur nt, ruſalecm, be aher vd thet the Wall of the City bad 
tw ownd{ations, nnd in then the Names of the tawelye 
— The Fuundation, the Graundwork of it was Apofto= 


and the it auere egual, — thouſand Furlongs. 
Here again, the Root of the. Number is twelve, whether you 

tale the Magſure of the Heig ht, or the Breadth, or the Le # 
And he meaſured the Wall thereof, a hundred ph [+ 


is by tele; twelve T imes twelve make a Hundred forty ang 


tolical as to the Foundation, aud alſg.to the Superſtructure. 
= I» Fus tale a View of the 2 
every Branch of that hath —— 
. The Ordinances that are to be adminigred in an inſti- 
rated Church are of Cbriſts own Appointment, 10 be proved 
eitber by . Precept, or by Apoſtolical Precedent. It was 


| | J 92 regular Prequalific equalification 10 Church-member/ſhip „Mat. xxviii. 
A A A. r Prayer to bt. made in _—_— 
1 3 1 


therein. There ir ue Tomple under the new Diſpenſation, but 


tical: So muſt the Foundation of an inſlitute Church be. And 
avhen we Se. 4-994 meaſured, the Length, and the Breadth, 


four. Every Thing appertaining to this Holy Gity muſi he Apof= - 


Hip of God, aue find tba 
of Dizuine Authority upon 


brit that ordained Baptiſm to be adminiftred to Diſciples, as 


y | Ties Doi of the ce N iſo to diſcover the 2 


* 
* 


four Cubita. Te Root is in — and the Multiplication +, 
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Abe Goſpel to be preached, the Supper to be adminifired; and 
gave his Apoſiles a Charge to teach baptized Diſciples, to ob- 
ſerve all Things whatſoever he had commanded them And ac- 
cordingly the Church being taught by the Apoſtles, kept cloſe to 
Ii Appointment. They continued in the Apoſtle's Doctrine, 
and Fellowſhip, and breaking of Bread, and Prayer, As 
ii. 42. Jeſus Chrift did never intruft any Man or Men to ap- 
point in Matter of Worſhip, under the former Diſpenſation. 
. Moſes avas the principal Man that was employed, but be was 
not entruſted with any Power to do, or to appoint to be done, 
zin Matter of Worſhip. When he wwas about'to build the Ta- 
Bernacle, he was admoniſhed of God to ſee that all Things might 
be done according to the Pattern tbat was fhewed to him in the 
: Mount, Heb. vii. 5. There muſt not be a Loop, nor a Pin, nor 
a Thriad of a by re Colour from the Pattern; and when 
he locked upon al. the Work, it was done as the Lord com- 
- manded, Exod. xxxix- 43. Moſes did not give Rules of bis |} 
own, but ftill declared what the Lord had ſaid, what he bad © 
appvinted to be done in Matter of Worſhip. ' - > 3 
Duder the New * eftament — Apoſtles — — had 16 
Poaber to appoint in Matters of Worſhip, they bad ions 
From Chrift for what they did. At f 3. 2 feen 
of them forty Days after his Ręſurrection, ſpeaking to them . 
the Things appertaining to the Ki, — of God : x. i when be 
Bad given them full Inſtructions, be gave them their full Com- * 
-miſſon, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. And firidth enjoined themto teach 
the Obſervation of all Things whatſoever he bad commanded * 
hem - which Commands of his eve may read in Apeftolical © 

Precedents. © enen TOW ES 1 I 
2. Chrift- hath appointed Officers in his Church, ordinary 
and extraordinary: Such as were extraordinary were Apoſtles, © 
Prophets, and Evangelifts. Theſe wvere to continue for a- Sea- © 
fon, theſe had extraordinary Gifts, which, together with their © 
Offices, are now ceaſed. Officers that are to continue in the © 
Church, are Biſhops and Deacons, or Elders and Deacons (and 

Deaconeſſes, where the Cafe requires it) And we may not make 
any other Officers than theſe, becauſe it would reflect on Chrift | 
" Bimfelf, etther on his Wiſdom or his Faithfulne/s. On his % 
Wiſdom, as if he did not know what Officers his Church avould 
need, when Apoſtles and Evangelifts were ceaſed: Or upon bis 1 i 
Faithfulne/s, if be knew that he did not appoint them. And 
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Ves be war ſaidto be faithful in the Houſe of God, as a 
b 3 Son. We never /aw much Fruit of thoſe Trees that have been 
c- HY planted in Office-power in the Church, that were never planted 
to ¼́ there by Divine Appointment, We bave no more Power to ap- 
e, point new Officer; than ave have to appoint new Ordinances © 
as is ihe Gl.. WADI IIA ANY 

- 3. Telus Cbriſt hath given out Laws for the Government 


W. of his Church: he was with the Apoſtles (as I ſaid before) 
ar Bt forty Days after his Ręſurrection, ſpeaking with them about 
3 the Things appertaining to the Kingdom of God, how this King- 
dom muſt be ordered and governed, and then commanded them 
to teach the Obſervation of all Things whatſoever he had com- 
manded them. Now the ' Apoſtles have accordingly declared to 


BY ceedin Caſes of Offence ; what Offences are to be dealt withal; 
XF nhat Power the Churches have, and how they ought to exert 
3 that Power, and that what they do muſt be done in the Name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. v. 11, 12, 13. 2 Theſſ. in. 6, 14. 
Titus i. 10. Rev. ii. %% ³ oo TILL 2, 
Sͤeeing then wwe have ſuch a Platform of Morſbip and Dif. 
cipline laid doxun in the Word, it is the great Concern, f 
Churches to keep exattly to the Rule in all Adminiſtrations, both 
in reſpect of Warſhip and Diſcipline, that nothing either in 
Matter or Form be omitted that God requires, nor done but 
what the Lord commands : We ſhould be as exatt as Moſes was 
in making the Tabernath. _. h IS | 
For (I.) we are ftridtly enjoined to keep choſe io Divine Ap- 
Xt pointments. '- Under the legal Diſpenſation, there was a Charge 
neither to add nor diminiſh, Deut. xii. Now Chriſt who had © 
the Pre-eminency of Moſes, being faithful in God's Houſe as a 
Son, hath not left the Worſhip and Government of his Houſe 
more imper feet under the Goſpel, nor his People more at Liberty 
'to add or diminiſh than Moſes did under the: Law, Matt, 
xxviii. 20. Teaching them to obſerve all Things whatſo- 
ever I have commanded you, c. John iv. 23. The Hour 
cometh, and now eis, when the true Worſhippers ſhall wor- 
ſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth. 75 


1 8 | | 1 bat only is Mor- 
ip in Truth, that is ruled by the Word of Truth, © And they - 
are fuch Worſhippers that the Father ſeeks * eee 

(2) If we mix the Worſhip of God wit on Inven- 
Liont, we pollute his Inſtitutions ; Zæod. xx. 25. An * 


— 


the Churches how they ought to rule and govern, how to pro= 


rr — . 
* ye . 7 : 


vin PERrEF AC Hh | | 
of Eafth ſhall you maky to me. Andi yor d needs make 
it of Stokes it all voy rr beauen Stone; 5 e have lift * 
up a Tool upon it, yon have polluted it. The Warſpip is pol- 
luted, and God is diſbonored 3 we do not /andify tbe Name of 
God it our Approaches to him, if wwe keep not claſe to his A- 
pointments, Nadab and Abihu did not ſanctiſy the Name ; | b 
God in thtir Approach td him, Lev. x. I. Yet they were t 
Prizfts of the Lord to whom it belonged to offer Incenſe ; they 
had Cenfers, they had Incenſe both of divine Appointment, but 
they tool Fire whith the Lord tommanded them not. And God 
manifefled his Diſpleaſure againſt it, he ſent a Fire from bim- 
3 Self and flew tbem. Our. Gad is a conſuming Fire ſtill, and 
3 3 there had need be Awe and Fear in worſhipping him, fo that 
3:1 his Name may beyfandtified by us; otherwiſe the nearer woe ap-. 
proach to him, the more Danger we are in. 5 
Iz.) We cannot att either in Obedience or in Faith in Ma 
ters of Worſhip or Diſeipliue, unle/s we keep cloſe to Diving 
Appointments. . Every Ad of Obedience preſuppojſeth a Pre- 
cept, and every Ad of Faith preſuppoſath'# Promiſe - If we a 
 avilheut a Command, aur may expe that God will Jay to ts, 
"as be did o Iſtael, Who hath required this at your Hands? 
This is 40 dba, Nadaband Abihu d, tooffer that which God |! 
commanded not; And are "we ſure that we Gall eſcape better | 
than they Has not God ſaid, Iwill be ſanctiſied in them 
that draw nigh me, and before all the People I will be glo- 
rified ? And can we ſanctiſj the Name of. God in drawing 
aigh to bim, if abe heap not cloſe to Divine Appointments? And 
J what we de be not done in Faitb, it avill not be acceptable 
0 God. Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. fow 
can cue Bottom on Chriſt for Acceptance in any Thing that ie 
done by us, where aue have no Promiſe of Acceptance to look to? | 
Could Churches keep to the Rule both in Worſhip and Diſci. 
line, how amiable would they be in the Eyes of God! The- 
Apoſtle/peats highly of the'Churchof Coloſſe. Col. ii. 5. Tho” | 
I am abſent in Body, yet am I preſent in Spirit, joying and 
rejoicing, beholding your Order, and the Stedfalineſs f 
your Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, Now that Order as well a- 
Faith may be preſiroed and maintained in the Churches of the | 
Saints, is the Deſign of this enſuing Treatiſe, and Hall be the 
Prayer of the Author, to him auh is the God of Peace and 
| "Order, and not of Confuſion, in all the Churches of the Saints, 
70 A DISCOURSE 
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Containing the various Artois 7 the Work OY en. > 


| AR ward CHURCH is variouſly: ts” in 
| Scripture. Fir, By the word Church we are to 
1 5 underſtand, the — inviſible Church, which 
4 conſiſts of all the elect of God, that ever were, are, or ſhall 
be in this World. Eph. v. 25. Huſbands love your Wives, 
as * bri 8 Church, and gave himſelf 77755 that be 
might ſancti cleamſe it, auithᷣ the: waſting of Mater 
the Mord, jb They were his Chureh antecedent to 80 N 
Sanctification, they were united to him, they were Mem-. 
bers of his Body, of his — 785 and of his Bones; ver. 30. 
and there lay the great Myſtery that the Apoſtle was hand- 
ling of, in . ſhewivg the e Union that was between a Man 
and his Wiſe; they who were reall a perſonally two, 
were relatively one. He! ſaith, Thit 5 it a great. Myflery 3 
t 1 ſpeak concerning Chriſt and the Church. And it remains 
Ja great Myſtery to many of the People of God to this Day, 
7 That _ N of FOE of whom are not yet 
4 brought 


10 . The Juſtitulion and Government 
brought forth, ſhould be conſidered as the Church, and fo 
cloſely united to Chriſt: It is ſuch a Myſtery, that they 
cannot reach it, though the Scripture be plain and poſitive 
in this Matter: Epheſ. i. 10. That in the Diſpenſation of 
. the Fulne/s of Times he might gather together in one, all Things, 
both which are in Heaven and in Earth, in him, evenin Chrift 
Jeſus This Diſpenſation was when he took our Nature on 
im; then was the fulndſs of Time, Gal. iv, 4. He recons 
cited Jew and Gentile into God in one Bod 
the Elect both of Jews and Gentiles) Eph. ii. 16. Now Jew 
and Gentile were neverone Body politick, therefore it muſt 


be one Body myſtical, which could be no other way but 


by Union with him who was the myſtical Head. He abo- 
liſhed the Enmity, Ek. 10 Make to bimiſelf, of twain, one 


new Man, ſo making peace. This Peace was made by the 
Blood of the Croſs, and then were they made one new Man 


in Chrift ; he was the Head, and they the Body, Col. i. 18. 
And he is the Head of the Body, the Church: This is the 
myſtical Body, and it is from this Head that they receive 
Spirit and Life, and Motion. Eph. i. 22, 23. And gave 
Bim to be Head over all Things tothe, Church, the fulne/s of him 
that fia in ul. In all theſe Places is to bè unde the 
Elect, which is the univerſal inviſible Church. It is ſuch 
4 Church ay Uhriſt loved int died For, anteredent to Meif 
ganctiſieatiom ; ahd it comprehends in it ull that Chriſt 
loved and gave hichſelf fer; therefore it oom nds ĩn ĩt 
all the Elect of God. Paul was one of long before 
bis Converſion q he ſaith, Hs loved mt and gave himſelf for 
Horn 4 1 vv | * ee 1 * 
Fi, By the Church ſometimes is underſtood the uni- 
verſal viſible Church, which is made up of all Believers in 
the World, ſuch as are talletl out of the World by the Word 
to embrace Jeſus Chriſt: Eph, iii. 21. To Sim be Glory iu 
ie Charch throughout ali i get. I cannot reſtrain this to 
any particular Church, but muſt cake it of the univerſal 
viüble Church, which ſhall continue — all Ages, 
when a particular Church ſhall be removed or may be re- 
moved. 1 Cor. x; 32. Cie xo Offene to the Few, nor to the 
Gentile, nor rb th%Ü D Ur God. I fee no reaſon why Jew 
and Gentile here ſhbuld be taken vaiverſally, 8 _ 

i - urch 


y (chat is, all 
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your Calling, 8c. But here is one Ohjection that I have moet 


DAI 


| | hrs unleſs they bo gathered to . 


orf che Church, chaugh the Choseh was moe aogrther' in 
4 6d for the Blders of the Church, tec, -  * 


8 


e d Cheb of Gr. IT 


Church of God refiriively. Beg des, it is the Church 'of = 


Corinth which is here cautioned, that they give no Offence 
to the Church of God. All Believers in the World are che 
Church ef God, tho ugh they are co otherwiſe embodied 
chan as they are called in ons hope of their Calliag, Bph, 
iv. 4. There is one Body, t Den are called in ons hope of 


withal agaiaſt this, That a People cannot have the Deno- 


one Place. To this] anſwer, If this Objectien 
weight in it, then there is no ſuch thing as the 15 
invifible Church, confiſling of all the _ Fer thou 

be gathered together in one Head, the Lord) 
Obits they were never as yet gathered together 10 one 
Place. Fhey are called the Card, they are che Church 
of the Fit bora, Heb. xii. 23. that are written in Hias 


dun. 
ObjeQion will hold, then a particular in. 


&condly, If this | 
ſtituted Church can no otherwiſe bedenominated a Church 
gathered. together in one Place for the 


; — When they are parted afander, then 


they are no Church; and if they are no Church, then 
there be no Officers; for there can be no Shepherd, if 
there be no Flock. But we find them ſtiled the Church of 
God ĩn the at were ſent to them, — they 
were not together in one Place when the Epiſtles were 


4 written: 1 Cor. Mv. 23, ſbereſire thy whole Church be 
come together into one Place, &c. Bier 
6 l 


CLOS: 


they are together or aſun- - 
der. The Elders of the Churchof Ephe/us were the Elders 


to rule, and 
mination of a Church, whether 


one Place. Aa xx. 17. lndfron; Milezus be out andeall- 


T hird(y, By 'this ward Church we an. w-cadefunda 


I particular in ituted Church. Naw a particular infituzed 
7 Church maſt be diſtinguiſhed 


accarding'toits-Confſitution,. 
.. By an inſtituted Church we are to underſtand a Na- 


4 | tional Church, Akts. vii. 38. This i be that was in the 


Church i io the Mildirngſi. Church was the Church of 
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tional Altar to offer their Sacrifices on: Exod. xxiv. 4. 


Was their High Prieſt they had a National Place of Wor- 3 


Saints, and the Form mutual Conſent and Agreement. 
1 Cor. i. 2. Lato the Church » i 4 Corinth /anified in Chriſt 8 


Rev. Ii. and iii. Cha 


; zuſtituted Church, an incorporated Body, to the End that 


A ber of viſible Saints joined together by mutual Con- 


oy Edification in Subordination thereunto. 
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the Jews that was a National Church. They had a Na- 4 Ty 


And Moſes builded an Altar under a Hill, and twelve Pillars, | 
according to the twelve Tribes of Hrael. An Moſes ent 
young Mer of the Children of Iſrael, and offered Burnt · Or- 
ings thereon, dc. They had a National Prieſthood, Aarox © 


ſhip; which was firſt at een that at Jeraſalem, whi- 
ther the Tribes went up to worſhip. There was but one 
. Candleſlicix aoder the 5 Yah N- Zach. Y 
AV. 1 
; 24h. By an inſtituted Church we are to underſtand a 
particular Congregation,: the Matter whereof are viſible 


Feſus, called to be Saints. 1 Theſſ. i. 1. Unto the Church 
the Theſſalonians, which; is in Bod the Father, and in the | 1 
Ind Joe Chrift. Suck were the ſeven Churches in g, 


r Wy = 


No this is the C arch T intend to treat of, ph octane ' | 


God may be worlhipped by themavcordingto his own Af. 
N e F 


919/859 a e 9617 9b 1 13819905 LS 397 . 2 
ENT TEA EIT ; 
baue. Deſcription of an ann om: >} I 1 

I Cunior.! e banal. 8 

] M inflituted Church! of Chriſt is a competent Num- | 


S 
< 1 * Y ORs o 


ſent, to worſhip God l to bis on Appointment, 
to the Honour of God through Chriſt, and their own pon ae! 


Firſt, There muſt be a competent Number, every Gola 
munity or incorporated Body maſt confiſt of ſo many as are 


In" = TP comme — "The Church muſt we 
only 


— 


of a "viſdle Church of Gln. ny. 
| only be pure in its. firſt Conſtitution, but they * alſo 


be done muſt reſide in themſelves: There is no forei gn | 
Power that can a& judicially 1 in an inſtituted Church; the 


Perſons are embodied together, it is poſſible there may de 
one that offends, and likewiſe. one to whom the Offence - 
may be known: He mutt tell him his Fault in private; 


Here are three at leaſt; and if he do not hear them, he: 
muſt tell it to the Church. Now it is not likely that the 


the ſecond Time than he was at the firſt, ſnould in the 


oor NN to thoſe that dealt with him in the ſecond Place, 
IF it is now come to the Deciſion of the Matter. Ican- 

» Grin in there can be leſs than ſeven or eight to keep the 

7 Body pure in Caſe of Offence, , 

1 un. The Matter of a viſible Church muſt be igble; 

Saints. Thi 

g es and Thirdly, Hiſtoricall 

(i.) ypically. There are two Types I do apprehend, 

that did ———,ͥDł point at a Goſpel · inſtituted Church, 

1/. The Tabernacle. 2). The Temple. 


FZWhen he cries out, How amiable are thy Tabernacles, Q; 
Lord God of Hoſts ! Tabernacles i in the plural Number, 


all abide in ily Holy Hill? The Qualifications of the! 
Pobject after-mentioned, to wit, walking uprightly, work- 
lng Righteouſneſs, and ſpeaking the Truth from the Heart, 
Whew it to be a Goſpel-Church, there being no ſuch Pre- 
'Y qualifications preſcribed unto the Jews. hen the Con- 
Peſt was concerning the Gentiles, whether they ſhould be 
dom. * ircumciſed, Acts xv. after Simeon had declared, how God 


ple 


— themſelves pure; and the Power by which this muſt 


moſt that they can do is. by way of brotherly Advice. When 1 


if he do not hear him, he muſt take two or three with him: 


Offender, that was to be dealt with by a greater Number 1 


ped Place he dealt with by alefler No mber, or by a Num 


I ſhall prove, Firſt, Typically: Secondþ, Pro- 


* 1/, The Tabernacle. Lſuppoſe by the Tabernacle; an 
aſtituted Church is often intended. I cannot but think 
"i that DavidhadanEyetoGoſpel-Churches, pſalm Ixxix. 112 


F There was but one Tabernacle in the Time of the Law.) 
80 2/a!, xv. 1. bo ſpall dwell in thy Tabernacle, and æubo 


Ef t the ire did viſit the Con to take out of them a Peo- 
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Thy Inflitution aud Government 
ple for his Name, James ſpeaks and tells them, that fe 


this agrees the Words of the Prophet, After this will T return 


and build again the T abernacle of David, which was fallen 
down, and I will build again the Ruins thereof; and I will 
ſet it ap, The Tabernacle of David then fell; when the 
National Churchi of the'Fewvs wasdemoliſhed ; and it was 
built again wheuthe Gentiles were embodĩed into a Chureh- 
State. That the Gentiles, about whom there was this me 


. Conteſt, were embodied into a Church-State, is evi 


—_ 
= 
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wer. 3. and being brought on their Way by the Church,” 


Fe. Rev. xiii. 6. And he opened his Mouth in Blaſphimy 
gain G:d, to blaſphtme his Name and his Tibernacte, and 
a, 07 505 2849 2-77 T4 


them that dævell in Heaven. 


? 


25, The Temple, that alſo was a Type of a Goſpel· 
Church, I mean 6f an inſtituted Church. Firſt, Such à 
Church was propheſied of under the Name of the Temple, 


meaſured was a Goſpel-Temple. 2 Cor. vi. 16. What 


Exel. xl. and ſo onward: The Temple that was there 


d be 
' \ 3 9 
na 3 
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Agreement hath the Temple of God with Idol. 2 dr ye are the- | 


Temple of the living God: Ye, the Church'o Corinth; to 


aneaſure the Temple, and the Altar, and them that worſhip 


om he wrote this Epiſtle. Rev. xi. 1. And there” was BW 
given me a Reed like unto a Rod: and the Angel ſaid, Ariſe,. | 


therein, There was no Temple in Fobr's Time, that could Þ# 


have the meaſuring Rod of the Word laid over it, but a* 


Goſpel-Temple, which is no other but a GoſpeFinltituted 


Church. Now if the | Tabernacle and the Temple were "7 


nce between the Types and the Antitype, The Quef- 


rot, bes of an inſtituted Church, there muſt be ſome Reſem- # 


tion then is, In what ReſpeQts both theſe did. reſemble a 8 


_ Goſpel-inſtituted Church? © 


| anſwer, Fin, In Reſpect of the Matter. Secondh, In 


 RefpeRt of the Form, But at preſent I ſhall ſpeak only to 3 | 
. the Matter, and then to the Form under the ſecond Head. 


The Matter of the Tabernacle, and alſo of the Temple 


was prepared Matter, which was made fit for its Place be- 4 


fore it was joined. As for the Tabernacle, Me/es was ad - 
moniſhed of God to ſee to it, that all Things were made 
according to the Pattern that he had ſhewed him in the 


Mount, and accordingly he did; Exod. xxxix. 43. And 


Moſes 
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. Propherically, that the Matter of an inflizated 
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£ NM ceded" not put the Quieſtich, with Reſpect to that Diſpen- 
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| we was prepared Matter; 
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oF 31ildihe Houſe, And it Was builded of Stone made teady 
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tter; the Founda- 
*SuperſtruQure malt 


ove it Prophetically, _ 
ophets to prove the Matter of an inſtitu- 
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- = 825 Chulch td de viüble Saints, is, becauſe ſich a Church 
i, the u Coiner- Stone; Eph. ii. 21, 22, 23. 
ee alle Building firly framed together, groweth to a hey 


u the Prophets as well as the Apoſtles, onyx 
A 


= Tompie in the Lord, in whom ye alſo are builded together for an 
Habitarich of God rhriugh the Spirit; Ye, the Church of 
be, we whom de wrote this Bpittle, I ſay I tal prove 
aur 4 
mut be vilible-Saints: Pal. xv. 1. Ve ball abide in thy 
= YT bernacl, uni dobb fall abel! in thy Holy Hill? Hethat 
erb W 2 ub ebe. an ſpeaketh the 
| hg fe Art, &c. Pfal. xxiv. z. Who ball aſcend 
xte the Hil of God, and who ſhall fand in bis Holy Place ? 
n that bath clian Handi, and a pure Heart, &c. That this 
7 13 proplteticy of tte Marter of a Golpel-inſtitated Church, 
"IF 5% evident 4 bi there were no ſuch Prequalifications fe- 
Walen ivnterthe Law. Then a Jew, as ſuch, being circum- 
fed; might aſtend Tito the Hill of God; fo that David 
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36 De Inflitution and Government _ 5 il, 
declared his Mind in it in Words at length, Zxod. xxil. 17. 
All thy Males fhall appear before Me three Times a 1 ear; that 
Was at the three Feaſts, as appears in the preceding Verſes. 
Had the Queſtion been put with Reſpe& to that Diſpen- 
fation, it would have reduced the Congregation of Hat! WF 
to a ſmall Number, there being ſo many among them that 
had neither clean Hands nor pure Hearts; and would alſo "IF. 
have made yoid the Inſtitution of God, that had appointed 
all their Males to appear before him three Times a Vear. 
FI (3-) I ſhall prove it Hiſtorically, that the Matter of 8 
- * , thoſe Churches, that were conſtituted in the Apoſtles Times, 
were viſible Saints. 1 Cor. i. 2. Unto the Church of God 
that is at Corinth, ſanctifed in Chriſt Jeſus, called io l 
| Saints. Philip. i. 1. To all the Saints at Philippi, with the 
"Biſhops and Deacons, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. For God is the Au- oF 
thor of Peace and not of Confuſion, as in all Churches of the i 
Saints, Now this Sanctity conſiſts in inherent ' Holineſs, "78 
in the Judgment of Charity, and not in that which ſome At 
call 4 Holineſs. 2 Theſſ. i. 3. Tour Faith grouuetb 


exceedingly, and the Lowe of every one of. you all abeundtb. 
This is inherent Holineſs ; Phil. i. 5. J am perſwaded of 
you, my Brethren, that he that hath begun a good Work in eu, 
aui not ceaſe to perfect it to the coming of Cri „ as it is meet 
For me to think e of you all. Charity thinks them to he 
What they profeſs themſelves to be, while Life and Lip go 1 
together. Thoſe that were added to the Church, A 1 
3 45- were ſuch as gladly received the Word, and were bap- 
| lied. F og: 1 | 4 
Dpirahy, Theſe viſible Saints muſt be joined together 
by mutual Conſent and Agreement, before they can have 
the Denomination of an inſtituted Church. This I ſhall 
prove the ſame Way as I did the Former. 1. Typically, WW 
'The Matter that was prepared by Maſes was not the Ta- 
bernacle, till it was joined together: Exod. xxvi. 3, 4,5, 
6. There muſt be Loops and Tacks made in the Edges of 
the Curtains, and Mo/es muſt couple them together, that 
it might become one Tabernacle. So the Temple: The 
Stones and the Timber were not the Temple, till they Mp 
were joined together, and every Piece put into its propes 
Place. A Houſe muſt conſiſt of Matter and Form, 45 bv 
. „„ ooo | receives 


— ent. "I 


* 


oo _ Ou E G 17 
reoses its Denomination from its For. 1 Kinks vi. y. 
, Houſe, when it was in Butlllitth j its Built of Stork Widde 
heath Brfort 9 4027 brought thither ; Sothit there vas neither 
Huna . Ak, Hor lilly Tool of Iron hdr while rhe Hole 
ava I Building: New as it was mio Tabernacle, no Tem- 
ple; till the Materials were joined together: 80 viſible 
Saints make set an inſtituted Charch, till they are joined 
together by mutual Conſent: They muſt be bailded to- 

© 26ther a ſpiritual Houſe, as Pecer-ipeaks; to offer up Pi- | 
tus Sacrifices acceptable to God by ud Chef | 

1 2, T ſhall prove it Propherically, Z n @ It is a 
an \ Propheſy re eſpecting the Times of the Goſpel. © Ver. +. hd 
ÞF ebe Gentiles ſoall ſer thy Rig breomfneſs, amd all Rings thy Glity. 

Ver. 4. Won ſhalt #o more be termti ugſolate and forſaken, 
4 | for thy Land ſhall be —_— Ver. 5. M h, Man 
ue that ricth a Virgin, fs foall thy Sen thavry ther, In afl Mar- 

riages there is a mutaal Compact and Agree 

3. I ſhall prove it Hiſtorically, that this Was the Man- 
ner of a ad ab bf. teeeiviny AdfitiGins, when 


rc 
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1 1) They were bailded or joined together,” | h. 1. 
21, 13, The Apolle fpeaks Here to rhe Clutch of Epho- 
i, and tells them; that they were bit upon the Prophets. 
aud Apyftles; Fefus Christ the thitf Corner Stone, in aubm 
e fle Fuilding fitly fp md together, growth 16 a boly Ten. 
e the Lord, in anbom alfo ye art haf together for dn 
it —— Gu throty 9 th# Spirit © Ye; the parüeblar 
"28 em % to whon be wrote this Epiſtie. 
1 coming „45 % a liviag Sone, a 
1 — 5 > Roa Hoge, % offer up ſoititual *Sacrifites 
| acceptable unto God by Chrift. This Building was — 
orced, bat vblentary; they 2 þ unto Seit „that 
; the Foundgtion-Stone, and did by Agreement join to- 
pether; fot two cannot Walk * to purſue the 
ame Bud, encept they art agreed. They were not horn 
nwseh Members : For they 8:2 came 16 Chrif, before: 
4 = were built up a ſpiritual Houſe : They: were lively 
"WSton1ts before they dels ut into the Beilding, therefore 
wy eſt be alerts a; or Conſent; = there ids... 
: 20 
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18 The Inflitution and Gama 


no ſuch Thing as Compulſion crlmpalition among Chat | 
ans in the primitive Times, q l 
(22) This was: the Manner of receiving Members 1 
after Churches were embodied, therefore I conclude it was 
the Manner of their Embodying, Ads v. 13. And of the 
Reft durſt no Man join himſelf to — (that ĩs, to the Church.) 
"This ſhews that the joining was free and voluntary: None 4 
were forced into Communion, nor could any impoſe them- 
ſelves upon the Church, but muſt ſatisfy the Church as to q | 
cheir Diſci pleſhip, and be received by mutual Conſent, Atts 4 
ix. 26. When Paul was come to Jeruſalem, he aſſayed to join 
Himſelf to the Diſciples : But they avere all afraidef Him, and 
avould not believe that he was a Diſciple, till there was Sa- 
tisfattion given by Barnabas; and then he was received, * . 
was avith them going in and * aut. 1 
Frcuribiy, This Agreement, by which viſible Saints ae | 1 
Joined together, mult be to 6 by w God en to his 
own Appointment. 1 
I. It muſt be to worſhip God: 1 Pet. 2. 5. The Eud e 3 
AI beir being built uf 4 Spiritual Houſe i is to 2 up ſpiritual © 8 
. Sacr CET» | 
: 2 This Werkip muſt be of Divine Appointment John 4 
zy. 24+ God is a Spirit, and wy that Taps him muſt Vor- 
ip in Spirit and in Truth, In Spirit, in Oppoſition to | 1 | 
Pormality of outſide Service; and in Truth, in O 24 4 1 ; 
tion to human Inventions, Now that only is Wo 
Truth, that is raled by the Word of Truth, bath in ip | 
N of Matter and Form. Such Worſhip did the Church 
* to God. Acts ii. 2. 42. They continued in — — fe | 4 
Docrrine and Fellowſhip, = breaking of Bread and Pra 
all Ordinances of Divine Appointment. _ 1 
L, It muſt be tothe Honour of Godthrough Chriſt. | . " 
his is the higheſt End of Church-Cammunzon : This i 18 | 
4 che higheſt End of God, his own Glory; and which is | 
his /higheit End, ſhould be ours. Whether ye Eat or Denk, . 
or aobatſoc wer ye do, do all to the Glory of God, 1 Cor. x. 31, # xc 
| Sixthly, The ſabordinate End of an inſtituted Church, | * 
3s e mutual Edification of the Members thereof. 1 Cor. 1 
v 31. 7e may all Prophe/y one by one, that all may lears, | 


99d al wg be comforted. Ver. 3. He that Prophyfeth, ſpeak: 50 
| e160 
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= fe eln Church of C, 15 
ſti» - eib unto Men to edification. Ver. 12. Seck that you may excel 


* 1 to the Edifying of the Church. Ver. 26. Les all Things be” 
is 4 — r 
ch,) | +4 #3 
lone C H A P. III. 
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XX Containing ſome Scriptures and Reaſons to prove that wiſible 
A Saints are the only meet Matter to be added to an inſtituted 


* 
= 


r an inſtituted Church conſiſts of viſible Saints, then 


\ and i ſuch only are meet Matter. to, be added thereunto. 
his I ſhall prove, Firſt by Scripture ; and Secondly, I 

e hall offer ſome Reaſons for ig. 
is Fir, I ſhallproveitby Scripture. Pſal. xv. 1. Yo b 


abide in thy Tabernacle ?. and aubo ſhall dæueil in thy holy Hill? 
ie that Walketh uprighth, that doth Righteouſurhs, that ſpeak- 
e's the Truth from his Heart, &c. Plal. xxiv. 3. Who foal 
RR /cend into the Hill of God, and who ſhall Hand in his holy 
Place] He that Walketh uprightly, or he that hath clean Hands 


SBA DEE 


0 and a pure Heart, &c. Atts 11. 41 Den they that FN. 
eided the Word were baptized, and the ſame Day there were 


4 


poſi- JF dd unta them (that is, the Church) about three thoufand 


up in 5 Souls. Ver. 47. And the Lord added unto the Church aily . 
1 Re- c as Hu be ſaved. Rev. xxii. 14. Blefed. are they that 
hurch Weep bis Commandments, that they may haue Right ta the Tree 
poſtles 7 „Life (that is, by Way of Demonſtration) and may enter in 


be Gate into the City. By the City here I underſtand an 
gn \tituted Church, for it is not the Church triumphant; and 
Wt is ſuch a City, that a Perſon muſt be duly Qualified be- 
ig ore he can be a free Citizen, or can challenge aRightthere, 
is Oe. But ſome may ſay, Muft tbeſe wifible Saints le 
| $ aal /uch, or ſuch only in Appearance? To this I have.a 


21, e Things to Reply OE: 

wrch, . 1. None but ſuch as are ſincere, ſuch as are indeed Be- 
vers, have any Right or Title toa Place in God's Houſe, 

hars, Firſ. They have no Right to be baptized, which is a ſtep 


3; Intecedent to Church-Commuiion : Ads viii. 36. See Bere 
Mater, What ſbould binder me that I may not be bapti 1 Fo 
I +7 | | . : | 0 rey : i | 3 | he 
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| 3 but Saints, that are deſcribed to be meet 


"Lord, ant Righttinfmes from the God of bit r p 
| outwardly joined to the Church, and are with 


were the Sons of Hagar, not of Sarah, the Sons of the | 3% 
| Bond Woman not of the Free. 1 


The Anſwer was, Arbon belieweft with ull rhy Hauer, be: I 
mageſf. The contrary that fairly- offers itſelf ig this: if | 
thou doſt not believe with all thy Heart, thou mayeſt not. 'S 
When Peter exhorted them to repent and be baptized, it 2 
WAS not a MOck Repentance that he exhorted them to but 7% 
a real Repentance. - 1 
Secondly, They aft not within the Compaſs of the Lord's 
Preſcription, unleſs they are fincere: They are not Hy- 


ſuch as have clean Hands, and a pure Heart, Plal, & 
er 3. And ſuch are wide from Hypocrites ® 
Thirdly, Such as are not really Sanctified, can e no ü 


1 ring Re Bleffing in ſtanding in a Church: State, becauſe 


"there is no Promiſe that they can Poſſibly take hold of, lit 
is he that is really pure in Heart that hath the Promiſe, 
Pſal. xxiv. 3. It is he that all receive the Bleſſing from the | iq . 


*- Fourthh uch as are not really Holy, , 


in «a dent but, . yer in ſine Senſe they are Lack 4 
them. 1 John f. 19. They wvent out. from us, but they ww er- 


Nor al er for if had been of , vb would no doubt | 7 


might be made mani * they were mot - all A. | They / 4 


Fiftbyy. Churches can receive Members Anker no other | 1 
Conſidefration, but as really Godly, I am perſuantd, ſaith 7 of 
a the Apoſtle, that he thut hath begun a g Fork in you, "auill 
not cenſe'ro per fe the ſame unto the coming of the Lord Je, 1 
a1 it is meet for me to think ſo of you al, Phil. i. 6, 7. f 
Perſons are notjudged to be fincere, they cannot be look | = 
on as meet Matter tor a Church. =” / 

Sixthly, Churches having not a judgment deen, 3 
though ich as are really Sanctified are in — ſtricteſt Senle 
the only meet Matter to be joined toon inſtituted Church, 
yet they may warrantably receive N in Judgment 7 
Charity are fincere: They can no otherwiſe judge of the Si- 4% > 
cerity of the Heart, but by the outward Appearance. That 
ſuch may be 8 appears by the primitive Practice, 
eren 1 


2 
q 
"a 
- 
" 
1 
4 


1 of a vifible Church ef Chris. 2 
even in the Apoſtles Times: There were Hypocrites receiv- 
ed both to Baptiſm, and into a Church-State alſo. Simon 
t. agnus was baptized 3 Ananias and Sapphira were Church- 
t Members, outwardly joined to them; there were fooliſh 
"FX Virgins, as well as wiſe, outwardly walking in Communion 
RH together, Mat. xxv. But care ſhould be taken, that if 

poflible none might be received, but ſuch as are ſin- 


2 
Ws © 


Sub. 1 2. I ſhall offer ſome Reaſons why ſuch as are viſible 
aints are the only meet Matter to be joined to an inſtitut- 
235% 7 ed Chur ch. * | 75 5 , 8 = x 
Ano The firſt Reaſon is, Becauſe it is the Will of God to 
cauſe pbave it ſo. I apprehend that this Will of his is compriſed 
of. It in the Commiſſion, Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. Go diſciple to ne 
miſe, % Nations, baptizing them, &c. teaching them to obſerve all 
m the ing, whatſoever I have commanded you. + The Apoſtles, 


5 
41 
| ho well underſtood: their Lord's Commiſſion, and were 
ever impeached of unfaithfulneſs, kept cloſe to theOrder 
g Mhereof: They firſt diſcipled, then baptized, and then ad- 
ed unto the Church, Ad, ii. 41. Here were all the 
gwelve 82 together when this was done, and I doubt 
ot but they acted jointly in this method. The Order of 
cCommiſſion muſt be obſerved as well as the Matter, 
very thing muſt ſtand in its — Place; Men muſt not 
the irſt baptize and add to the Church, and then try whether 
ey can diſciple them or no; there is no Commiſſion for 
ch a Practice. The firſt Thing that is to be obſerved in 
ie Commiſſion, is, to diſciple to Chriſt; and till that be 
one, Perſons are not fit to be baptized, nor yet to be 
added to the Church. - 3 br l Frye: n 
& ſecond Reaſon is, Becauſe they are ſuch only that are 
aded by the Lord. Ad ii. 47. Aud the Lord added ts 
e Church daily fuch as fhoula be ſaved: That is, ſuch as 
ity, Pere ſanctiſied. We can no otherwiſe argue the Salvation 
a Perſon, than as it is the conſequence of his Sanctiſi⸗ 
tion. You never read that any are added by the Lord, 
er ſuch as ſhould be ſaved: Theſe were added by the 
erd's Preſcription, P/al. xxiv. 3. As for others, the A- 
ue tells you, Jude 4. That they crept in unawar eps 
eee they eee, 


4 
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And Pal ſpeaks of certain ſalſe Brethren that were 

brought in unawares, that came privily to {py out thei 
Liberty. Gal. ii. 4. 

A third Reaſon is, Becauſe ſuch only are ſuitable Matter 

to the Foundation: ſtone, and alſo to the Superſtructute that 
is already raiſed upon it. The Foundation-Stone4s a living 

Stone, the SuperſtruQtute are lively Stones; therefore they 
are lively Stones that muſt be added. Living Stones and 

dead Stones are not ſuitable, how) can theſe cement to- 
gether? The Houſe is a ſpiritual Houſe, and it is ſpiritual 
Matter that muſt be added to it, by which it is en- 
larged. There was not one Stone put into the Temple of 
old, but was prepared before it was brought in Place, 

. 1 Kixge vi. 7. So muſt the Stones of this ſpiritual Temple 
be prepared before they are put into the Building. 

A fun fourth Reaſon is, becauſe an inſtituted Church is the 
Fouſe of God, the Place where God is ſaid to dwell. 'P/zl. 
E —— . 3s: 14. For the Lord bath choſen Sion, he hath ugfired 
abide; there will 1 ell for vwer, for I huv- 
| IT = it. Eph. ii. 22. In ben age ye tive builded #d- 
| I an Habitatien of Grd through tbe Spirit, Now 
| Uinels betomes his Houſe lor wer, and the Place Whete 
Bis Hendur awelleth: Me 
Afiſth Neaſon is, Becauſe ſuch only are Enpuble of un. 
ſwering the Rd of Church-Communion, Which is te offer 

ſpiritual Baeriflces acceptable ts Ged through jeſas 
Oil. A cartial Perſon cannot offer a ſpiritual Sacrifiee, 

The true . up are ſueh as worſhip the Father in 

2 Talk. rag iv. 24: And they are ſuch Wor- 

ers that the Fat er ſeeketh for. God deth not feel 

e Worſuippers in a — inte ate true 

orſhippers that Churches ſhould endeavour to receive 
hs their Communion, becauſe they are ſuch chat the 

Father feeketh for. 

«A fixth Reaſon is, Beetuſe that Perſobs that do diſcover 
themſelves to the contrary, after they de received, mult 
be eaſt out. ''Phis'is a Reaſon by Way of Bemonſtration. 

If hey may not be Continued In the Church after they are 
difeovered to be wicked, chen they may not be receivet 


e e YE But they may not 1 
ue 
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of « val Men of che. CY 
tinuedin the Church after they are diſcovered to bewicked; 
therefore they may not be received while they appear to be 
ſuch. 1 Cor. v. 13. Wherefore put away from among you that 
avicked Perſon. All Leven muſt be purged out of the Church. 
Immortalities and Hereſies render Perſons liable to be re-- 
jected, if perſiſted in; and if ſuch may not be continued 
when diſcevered, chan by a parity of Reaſon, they may not 
be received in by the e re to be veg 
antecedotir thereunt:” rr CRAFT FN be »G OTE 
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are miſtaken that That roar ee eee 
while in an infant. Cates. 51 21415 4 
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p an inſtituted Church confit ot viſible Saints; backen 
in the Judgment of Charity are ſincere, then faith, bre 
greatly miſtaken that do look on Children to be Members! 
| of an inſtituted Church of Chriſt, whilſt in an-Iofagt. 
So State, This I ſhall demonſtrate in a few Particalars, - 
An- Fin, If Childrew are Church-Members inan infant 


er state, either they are born ſuch, or elſe there is fue viſto. = 


efus BY ble Way of Divine Appointment by which they are made 

ſach: But they are ro born doch. neither is there any 
& in viſible Way of Divine Appointment: by which. they are 
Vor- made ſuch ; therefore there is no ſuch- ny . Childrens 
feek Church-memberſhip i in-an Infant State 
1. There is no viſible Way of Divine Appointmeit, by 
ede which Children may be made Members whiſe in an Infant. 
; the State. If there be any ſuch viſible Way, it ſtands on Re- 
cord in the Word: But there is no ſueh viſible Way ſland- 
ing on Record in the Word: therefore there is none at all. 
mult I If there were any ſuch vifible Way ſtanding on Record in 
the Word, ſome one or other would be able to produce 
it; but there'4 is no Perſon able to produce it, therefore 
A there is no o ſuch thing on Record in the Word. 1 

: . ey 
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2. They are not born Church-Members. If they are, 
then all Children are ſo born, or the Children of Believers 
only: But all Children are not ſo born, nor yet the Chil- 
- - dren of Believer's; therefore Children are not born 
Church-Members. 94 6 4449 net 
Fir, All Children are not ſo born, that is granted by 


all that pretend to any thing of Religion. : 'None do look | 


on the Children of Turks, Fews, and Pagans to be born 
Church-Members. The firſt Part then is granted. 


Secondly, The Children of Believers are not ſo born. If 


the Children of Believers are born Church-Members, it muſt 
be by Virtue of the Faith of the Parent: But there is not 
Virtue enough in the Faith of the Parent to make the Child 
aMember; thereforetheChildren of Believers are not ſo born. 
That which makes not the Parent a Member of an in- 
Kituted Church, makes not the Child a Member of an in- 
ſtituted Church: But the Faith of the Parent makes him 
not a Member; therefore it makes not his Child a Member. 
There are two Steps that muſt be taken before a Man can 
ceme regularly to be a Member of an inſtituted Church. 
Firft, He muſt believe. Secondly, He muſt be baptized, 
Neither of which, nor both, make him a Member of ſuch 
a Church: He cannot be a Member before he offereth 
himſelf, nor is he a Member before he is received. 
1. He muſt believe before he is baptized ; for this we 
have both Precept and Precedent. Firſt, Precept: Matt, 
xxviii. 19. Go diſciple: me to all Nations, baptizing them, &c. 
He that is here called a Diſciple, is in Mari xvi. 16. called 
a Believer. A 1 and a Believer is the ſame Thing: 
For it is the ſame Commiſſion, differing only in Terme, 
not in Things. Precedents there are enough. Acts xviii. 8. 
Fhen Criſpus the chief Ruler of the Syhagogue, believed in God 
with all his Houſe, and of the Corinthians believed and 
«vere baptized, If whole Houſholds believe, then whole 
Houſholds are baptized; if a Part believe, then a Part are 
baptized. Acts viii. 12. When they believed Philip, preach- 
ing the Things concerning the Kingdom Gon, and the Name 
Jeſus Chrift, they were baptized. both Men and Woman. 
er. 37. I thou believeft with all thy Heart, theu maye/ft 
(that is, chou mayeſt bs baptized) otherwiſe not. as 
4! Vol A Zo» cn 


1 


D 


Wy 


' of 'a viſible Church of Chrifl, © 28 


. ben ke balicves he muff be beptingd before be tap 
Le tegularly be received a Member; and for this there is both 


n Precept and Precedent alſo. Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. Go 4 
ciple to me all Nations, ba;tizing them, &c. teaching them to 
y obſerve all Things whatſoever 1 have commanded you, &c. As 
kW the Word (rm) in the 1975 Verſe is relative to all Nations 
rn diſcipled: So the Word (rem) in the 20% Verſe is re- 
lative to all Nations diſcipled and baptized. A famous 
Precedent of this orderly Procedure we have, A4&s ii. 45. 
Then they that gladly received the Ward were baptized : And 
the ſame Day there were added unto them about three thouſand 
Soul: Firſt diſcipled, then baptized, then added unto the 
Church. Now if Faith make not the Parent a Member 
of this nor that particular inſtituted Church, then it makes 
not his Child a Member :, But it makes not the Parent a 
Member, therefore not the Child. I would but aſk what 
particular inſtituted Church the Child ſtands a Member of, 
whoſe Parent ſtands a Member of none? Whether the 
Child be a Member of this or that particular Church, 
whoſe believing Parent is not a Member of this or that? 
Objeck. But ſome may ſay, That under the legal Ni pen- 
eth ſation, the Children of Believers were born Church Members, 
and auere circumciſed the eighth Day. Why may not the Chil- 
we dren of Belie vers be bern Church Members noau, and be bap- 
att, tized as well as then they were circumciſed ? LOTS 


ac. Ml Lanfver fir, That Children were born Church Mem- 
ned bers under that Diſpenſation, is granted; that they were 
ing: the Children of Believers, conſidered as ſuch, that were 


rms, ſo born, is denied. They were the Children of the Jews 
1.8. that were ſo born conſidered as ſuch, among whom there 
God were many that did not believe. John x. 26. Te believe not, 
and *:cau/e ye are not my Sheep, as I ſaid unto you. And yet 
hole their Children were ſo born... ; pes; 
t are Secondly, The Conſtitution of the Church is now altered 
ach- MW from National to Congregational, the Matter of which are 
viſible Saints. Therefore Children are not born Church 
Members, becauſe they are not born viſible Saints. The 
Church was National under the legal Diſpenſation: All 
Judea, and all the Regions round about were but one 
Church, You never read of Churches in the plural 
55 C Number 
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umber, till the Diſpenſation was changed: There was | 
Ra ut one golden Candleſtick Zach, 4+ 2 but now there 
are golden Candleſticks in the plural N umber, Rev. i. ult / 
The ven Churches in A were the ſeven Golden Candle- 
icks: And there were Churches in Juda, where there 
was but one before, Gal. i. and Churches in Galatia. No- 
thing is more clear in the Word than this, that Churches 
are now Congregational, and that the Matter thereof are 
viſible: Saints. l 5 
2. The Laws of that Diſpenſation are repealed, Heb. 
vii, 10. The Prieſthqod being changed, there 15 made alſo 
of Neceſſity a change of the Law, Fer. 18. For there. is 
verily. a Diſannulling of the Law, for the Weakne/s and Un- 
preßtablengſi thereef ; for the Law made nothingeperfe@ (that 
18, the Levitical Law.) It is ridiculous to take our Mea- 
{ores from the Laws of that Diſpenſation, ſeeing they arę 
all.abrogated and made void. We may as well take our 
Meaſures thence for Officers: and for Ordinancez, as for 
Church Members, and ſo form a National Church again 
as that Was. | WY ; 2 
3. There is a ne. Law given out, which is the Law of 
this new Diſpenſation, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. This new Law 
we, are bound ſtrictly to, obſerve in the Conſtitution of 
Charchas, the adding of Members, and the Adminiſtration 
of Ordinances, in reſpect of Matter and Form too. 


* 


4. When Children were circumciſed the eight Day, it 
was done by Divine Appointment, Gen. xvii. 10, 11, 12s 
there was an expreſs. Command for it, All thy. Male Chil- 
Ces muſt needs. be circumciſed. Shew me the like expreſs 

Command for the baptizing of Children, and I will con- 
tend no more about it. | | 
5: When Children were circumgaſed, they alſo were ad- 
mitted unto the Paſſover; Exod, xii, 4. gon 4 a Houſe, 
Children, rag Na re, circumciſed. were. a Part of the Houſe. 
No. Church, Qr 
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o 
a inance was denied to any Member, bub 
Circumciſion, which was never appointed but for the Males 
only. Why chen is pot the Supper of the Lord pleaded for 
Children from the ſame Example, as well as Bapuſm,? 
6. No Church Member S rent eee Was 
ever debarred one Church Ordinance, unleſs by their AY 
2 7 


order 


SS 


of a viſible Church of Chyift. | 
orderly walking they debarred themſelves. A ii. 42. 
There were not more added to the Church (though there 
were three thouſand added) than continued in the Apoſtles 
Doctrine and Fellowſhip, and breaking of Bread and 
Prayer, Let me then Bow the Reaſon why Children 
ſhould be accounted Members, and not be admitted to the 
Ordinances of the Church. 3 a 
| Secondly, If Children are not Members of the univerſal 
viſible Church, out of which a particular inſtituted Church 
is gathered, then they are not Members of a particul: 
inſtituted Church: But they are not Members of the uni- 
verſal viſible Church; therefore they are not Members of 
a particular inſtituted Church. It is the Major only that 
needs proof, and for that {te 1 Cor. xii. 13. By one Spirit 
are ye all baptized into one Body, and made to drink into one 
Spirit, evhether Jew or Gentile, A Jew that under the 
legal Diſpenſation was born a Member of that National 
Church, which was an inflituted Church, under the new 
Diſpenſation may not be Tooked on as a Member of the 
univerſal vifible Church, unleſs in the Judgment of Charity 
he be new born. There is How no more Notice taken of a 


Jeu than of a Gentile, ſince Chriſt was offered up; 2 Cor. v. 


76. Heneiforth know wwe no Man after the Fla. Birth Privi- 
HIER reſpect to Church Membermip are utterly ceaſed. 
Eph. iv. 4. T hire is one Body, even eee in one Hope 
of your Calling; dne Failb, one Baptim, ons Bord Feſus Chriſt, 
oe God and Father of all : and-to epery one of us is given 
'Gruct, artording to the Meaſuve of be Spirit. The Limits 
of this one Body (which is the aniverſal viffble Church) 
do not extend themſelves beyond ſuch as are called in one 
Hope of their Calling, nor beyond ſuch as in the Judg- 
ment of Charity are gracious ones, among which Chi - 
dren in an Infant State cannot be numbered, . 

Thirdh, If Children in an Infant State are not meet 
Matter for an inſtituted Church, then they are not Mem- 
bers of an inftitured Church: But Children in an Infant 
State, are not meet Matter for an inſtituted Church; there- 
fore they are not Members of an inſtituted Church. It is 
the Minor only that needs proof, Which I prove thus: If a 
partieular inſtituted Chure — only of viſible —_— 
| 2 then 
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then Ghildren in an Infant State are not meet Matter for 7 
ſuch a Church: but a particular inſtituted Church conſiſis t 
only of viſible Saints; therefore Children in an Infant 

State are not meet. Matter, c. That ſuch a Church con- 5 
fiſts only of viſible Saints, I have already proved. That v 
Children in an Infant State are not viſible Saints, hes =o 
Plain enough in the Word, John i iii. That which is born of 3 
the Fleſh is Fleſp, putrid F lech. We know that Gd 

are ſo born: Sanctity comes not by Generation, but by tl 
Regeneration; and if the new Birth hath paſſed on any of r 
them, it is not vis ble to us. de 


 Obzeez. But ſome may ſay that the Children of Believers it 
are bah, i. e. they are federally holy: 1 Cor. vii. 14. Ee w 
ewere your Children unclean, but now ar they holy. And if they 8. 


are holy, then they are meet Matter for an inſtituted Church. n 
To this I have ſeveral Things to reply. 1. If it were wi 
granted {as it is not) that the Children of Neuer. were tot 
federally holy, that would not do: It is not federal Holi- B. 
neſs that renders a Perſon a meet Subject for Communion and 
zin an inftituted Church. Under the legal Diſpenſation ve 
federal Holineſs did ſerve At. but it will not be ſufficient Gi 
under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation: It. is inherent. Holineſs Ce 
that is now to. be eyed: A Perſon oft in the ] Judgment of the 
Charity be concluded truly gracious, or elſe he 15 not fit vii 
to be received a Member. I is meet for me, faith, the fro 


Apoſtle, 70 think ſo of you all, Phil. iii. that is, that there the 
was' a Work of Grace begun i in them, The Holineſs of wh 
Churches is ſuch, that they are ſaid to be ſanctiſied in tha 
. Chriſt Jeſns, called to be Saints; but ſuch as had no other Pee 
but federal Holineſs were never ſaid to a, JanQiked in 
Chriſt Jeſus, - ple 

2h. There is not a Word of Believers in the Text, nor ll 2: 
are they ſo to be conſidered in their SanRification each to tha 
other, but as Huſband and Wife; 3 their Sanctification was 734 
by the Ordinance of God, being in a married State, and Pie 
it was when both were Unbelievers, Marriage 1s honour- firn 
able among all, and the Bed undefiled: . 

3h. It is not federal Holineſs that is. "intended in. the 72 
Text, but Ligitimation: for (1. ) It ariſeth from the Sancti- ger 
fication' of the Unbeliever; and ſuch as the Root is, ſuch elſe 

B 
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of a viſible Churth of Obrift. 29 
is the Branch. No Body doth look on the Sanctification uf 
the Unbeliever to be federal Holineſs. 

' (2.) Not only the Children that were born after one of 
the Parents was a Believer, were holy; but ſuch allo as 
were born when both were Unbelievers : He ſpea 


but now are they holy. 1 AE SIS . 
4). There 13 no ſuch thing as federal Holineſs under 


the new Diſpenſation ; for the Covenant by which the 
were called a holy People under the legal Diſpenſation 


done away. Two'ThingsTwouldclearto you here. (1.) That 


it was a peculiar Covenant that ae was under, by virtue of 
which they were called a holy People: P/al. 1.5. Gather my 
Saints toget ber unto me, thoſe that have made a Covenant with 
me by Sacrifice. That was the Covenant which was dedicated 
with the Blood of the Sacrifices, Exed. xxiv. 8. And Moſes 
took the Blood, and ſprinkled it upon all the 2 and ſaid, 
Behold the Blood of the Covenant, which the Lord hath made 
with you concerning all theſe Things. This was the firſt Co- 


/ venant, a Covenant that was diſtin from the Covenant of 


Grace and often in the Hebrew diſtinguiſhed from the 
Covenant of Grace by this Name, the firſt Covenant, when 
the Covenant of Grace is called the Tecond Covenant, Heb. 
viii. I ſay, this was the firſt Covenant, that was diſtinct 
from the Covenant of Grace. Heb. ix. 18, 19. Then verily 
the firſt Covenant was not dedicated without Blood: for 
when Meet had ſpoken every Precept, he took the Blood 
that was in the Baſon, and ſprinkled the Book and all the 
People, and ſaid, Behold the Blood of the Covenant, &c. 

(2.) This firſt Covenant that was made with all thePeo- 
ple is done away: Zach. xi. 10. Then 1 took my Staff, even 
Beauty, and cut it aſunder, that I might break my Covenant 
that I had made with all the People, and it was broken in 
that Day; that was when they weighed for his Price thirty 
Pieces of Silver. When the Covenant of Grace was con- 
firmed by the Offerin Pp of Chriſt, then was this firſt Co- 
venant made void, the Partition-wall was broken down, 
Iſrael was no longer a ſeparate People, therefore no lon 
ger a holy People: for their federal Holineſs was nothin 
elſe but their Separation from the Gentil: Nations by this 
C 3 ot = 
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_ firſt Covenant: And there was no Covenant that ever was 
made with any one Nation ſince that by which they were 

a ſeparate People. So that there is now no ſuch thing 
as federal Holineſs; nor are the Children of Believers'in 


any Senſe holier than the Children of Unbelievers, 2. 


Fourthly, Children in an Infant-State are not capable of 
the Form by which a Perſon is joined to an inſtituted 
Church, the Form is by mutual Conſent and Agreement: 
ſuch are not capable to underſtand what is propoſed, nor 
to yield their Aſſent and Conſent. Phey know not what 


à Church is, nor what belongs to a Member, either as 


Matter of Duty or Matter of Privilege 
.  Fifthly, They are not capable of anſwering the End of 
Church Memberſhip,which is to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices 


: 


acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt. 
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"Containing fine Arguments by which the Independency o * parti 
cular Churches is demonſtrated, and Oljections 9 Liar 


Y next Work is to ſhew that each particular inſtitut- 
ä ed Church is an independent Church. I do nut 
mean in the ſtricteſt Senſe, for ſo God alone is Indepen- 
dent; and all the Churches of God are dependent upon 
him on an outward and ſpiritual Account too: But in reſpect 
of other Churches they have no Dependeney on any Church 
or Churches for any authoritative or judicial Act or Acts to 
be exerted or put forth by them; there is no ſuch Thing 
as inferior or ſuperior Churches to be found in the 


Word ; each particular Church is inveſted with full Power 
for the right ordering of themſelves, without depending on 


other Churches (though brotherly Advice is not hereby 
denied.) It is one Thing to call in Help from other 
'Charches by way of Advice, and another Thing to and 
to their Determination. Moo en fea of 14 tes 

115 | Tuba: 


| the 


ower 
1g on 


reh 
and 
Tha 


that they had not. 
There is no ſuch 


„ 


That Churches are independent appears; (1.) In that 
they are equally ſtiled in the Word, the Church or Churches 


of God, the Church of Epbeſus, the Church of Sardis, Oe. 


There is not one Mark or Character given to any one 
Church, whereby. ſhe may be known, as having a Supe- 


riority over, other Churches. If there be any ſuch. thing 


as Superiority in any one Church mentioned in Scripture, 
let that Church be named; and her Power be made known, 
wherein ſhe was above others; which of the ſeven Churches 
of Afa was the Metropolis, that, had the power of ordering 
and governing the Reſt ? 1 ſuppoſe none will pitch upon 
Laodicea, for ſhe ſee meth to be leb concerned about Matters 
of Worſhip. and Diſcipline, than any other beſides. 
And if either of he other fix had the Charge of the 
Laodicean Church to have the over- ſight of her, I doubt not 
but they would have been reproved for their Negligence 
towards her, as well as for the Miſcarriages that were a- 
mong themſelves. e 3 
I ſay there is no Mark nor Character given to any one 
Chureh in Scripture, .by. which ſhe may be known to be 
above others, or to have any Power more than another. 
There is no ſuch thing as Cathedral or Dioceſan Church, 


no mention, made of any Metropolitan Church in Scrip- | 


ture: nor are the Terms of Parochial, Claſſical, Provincial, 
Nationab or Oecumenical to be found in Scripturez no 
other Name given to Churches by the Word but the Church 


of God, or the Church in God the Father, and in the 


Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, or the Churches of the Saints: No 
other Titles are Churches dignified withal, nor any one 


Church in the Scripture. 


(2.) It appears in that Elders are equally ſtiled in the 
Word; they have no Superiority one over the other, If 
Churches had a Superiority over Churches, it is likely that 
Elders would have had a Superiority over Elders alſo, but 


thing of Divine Appointment as Paſtors 
aver Falters...- This appar... 3 oi. 
Firſt, In that Elders (as I ſaid before) are equally ſtiled 


in the Word, Elders, Paſtors, or Biſhops, which is all but 


the ſame thing, Paſtors and Teachers are Fogg 
= VW 
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by their Gifts, not by any Office-power that one hath over 
another, There 1s 4 ſuch Names of Diſtin&ion given to 
Elders of particular Churches, as there are given among 
Men, as Lord Biſhop, Archbiſhop, Superintendant, Primate, 
c. we never read the Title of Reverend Father in God in 
Scripture, there are no ſuch Titles given to the Miniſters 

of Chriſt. 7 
\ Secondly, It appears in that they all act by one and the 
Tame Commiſſion, Mar. xxviii. 19, 20. There is no other 
Commiſſion to act by, nor is there any Clauſe in this that 
gives one more Power than another. All are equally com- 
miſſioned by Chriſt, 8 75 
Thirdly, It appears in that Chriſt did always reprove 
thoſe that did contend for it, particularly Mark x. 42, 43. 
You know that they who are accounted to haveRuleamony 
the Gentiles exercife Lordſhip over. them, and their great 
ones exerciſe Authority amongſt them; but it ſhall not be 
ſo amongſt you, but he that would be great among you, 

mall be your Miniſter. | 3 
(3.) It appears chat Churches are independent, in that 
there are no Rules laid down in the Word, how ſuperior 
Churches ought ro act towards thoſe that are E. 
There are Rules given, by which each particular Church 
may act towards their own Members, and deal with them 
in Caſe of Offence; but no Rules given how one Church 
may deal with another, in Caſe there are Miſearriages 
found among them: nor is there any Charge given in 
'Scripture to one Church to reform another; but each 
Church where Miſcatriages have been found, are charged 
to reform themſelves. . | 


\ (4.) It appears in that no one Church was ever blamed 


for the Miſcarriages of another, but each particular Church 
is blamed for their own Miſcarriages. There were five of 
the ſeven Churches of 4fa blamed for their own Miſcar- 


riages that were found among them; but each of thoſe | 


that fell under blame, were charged with thoſe Mifcarriages 
that were found among thenifelves, not with others. 


I ſuppoſe'that neither of thoſe (hat were blamed had ſa- | 


perior Power over others, becauſe there was nothing laid 
to their Charge, but What was found among themſelves ; 
| | & i Nor 


of. 4 e Church ef Chriſt.” 33 
nor Wb the Churches that wete commended ſuch a Power: 
for if they had, they would have been reproved for the 
Miſcarriages of others which they ſhould have reformed. 

 (5.) It appears that: Churches-are-independent;/in that 
there is no Appeal to be made from one Church to andther. 
An Appeal is from an inferior Power to a ſuperior Power,; 
the Appeal that Paul made was to a, ſuperior Power: 
Thou haſt appealed unto, Cgſar. and unto Cęſar ſhalt thon 
go. When an Appeal is made, that Power that is appealed 
from can neither acquit nor condemn, the Power is wholl 
out of their Hands: Ads xxv. 37. Then Agrippa /aid 120 
Feſtus, this Man might have been jet at Liberty, had be not 
appeal:d unto Ceſar. But there is no taking a Caſe, out of 
the Hands of the Church; thither it muſt be brought, and 
there it muſt be iſſued, Marixviii. Tell it unto the Church; 
if he negle& to hear the Church, then let him be to thee 
as a heathen Man or a Publican. Whatſoever ye ſhall bind 
on Earth ſhall be bound in Heaven. Chriſt will own the 
Churches Acts, they keeping cloſe to che Rule; 3 he will not 
ſtay till a Caſe is iflued by an Appeal. 

Object. There was an . by the Church, at Antioch, " The” 
the 4 poſtles and. Bldexs at Jeruſalem: and the Matter was 
determined by the A TRI 41. XV. z. % 
— 28, 29. | £3297 Beaver 145 £509 

I anſwer,.r...; . | 

1. This was no Appeal made; by any . or Mem- 
bers, that were under dealing, from the Power of the 
Church at Antioch, to a ſuperior Power; what was done 
was done by the Church itſelf. It was the Church that 
determined to ſend Paul and Barnabas, and certain other 
of them ap to Jeru/alem, ver. a, 3. ia an, 

2. This was no Appeal; it was but ſending for Advice: 
there were certain Men that came down from Judea, that 
taught the Brethren, that except they were circumciſed af- 
ter the Manner of Mo/es,, they could not be ſaved, ver. 1. 
Now theſe Meſſengers were ſent up by the Church about 
his Queſtion, wer. 2. that they might the better underſtand 
vhat the Pleaſure of God was in this Matter. And when 
hey came to Jeruſalam, they were received by the Church, 
and the Apoſtles and n to whom they declared the 


whole | 
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whole of the Matter, wherein there was not a Word about 
the Power of the Church ver. 4, 5. And the Apoſtles came 
together to conſider of the Matter, ver. 6. 

3. We have the Reſolution and the Anſwer ſent them by 
the Apoſtles, ver. 22. to 30. wherein they do, ,. De- 

clare that thoſe Men that came down from Jeruſalem, and 
troubled them with Words, ſubverting their Souls, faying 
that they muſt be circumciſed and keep the Law, had no 
Command from'themtopreach ſuch Doctrine among them. 

25. That it ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt and to 
them, to lay no other Burden upon them, than ſome ne- 
ceſſary Things to be abſtained from, to wit, from Meats of- 
fered to Idols, from Things ſtrangled, from Fornication and 


from Blood, ver. 29. But here obſerve, the Holy Ghoſt 


was Preſident in this Council, r ſtemed good to the Holy 
Ghoſt, and to them. Where is the Council now, that can 
make ſuchi a Determination, and declare it to be the Deter- 
mination of the Spirit of God? This is no Precedent for 


Synods now to act by: nor is there the leaſt Precedent in | 


all this for an Appeal to be made from one Church to an- 
other; for here Was no Appealmade, as I have already de- 
*clared, but only Meſſengers ſent by the Church for Ad- 
Vice: A thing not denied by independent Churches, but 
owned and practiſed. e e ee 5 
(6.) It appears that Churches are independent, in 
that, whatever Power Chriſt bath left behind him in the 
Word, he bach inveſted -edvh particular Church with it, 
for the right ordering and goterning of themfelves, without 
depending upon any other Church or Churches. 


Eicher Jeſus Chriſt hath inveſted each particular Church 
and governing of 
Laws, or he hath not. he 


with full Power for the 
themſelves according to 
Bath, there is then no need to depend upon other Churches 
for authoritative Acts: If he have not, how ſhall this Pe- 
feltcbe-ſupplied, ſeeing he hath given no more Power to 
one Church than to another? * 
particular Church to 


ht 0 


1. There is a Power given to each 
nize themſelves. There are but two Sorts of Officers 
in the Church; and they are Elders and Deacons, or Biſhops 
and Deacons: an Elder and a Biſhop is the ſame Thing, 


Tit, 


of 4 viſible Church of Chriſt. 34 
Tit. i. be compared with Der. 7. | Firſt Deacons, whoſe 
Office is to take care of the Poor, to ſee: that they do not» - 
want, Acts vi. 1, 2, 3. and alſo that they are diligent in 
their Calling, to do what they can towards their awn Main- 
tenance, that no unneceſſary Burden may come on the 
Church: for he that will not work, muſt not eat, that is 
he muſt not be maintained out of the Churches Stock, 
2 Theſſ. iii. 10. They are to receive the Collection of the 
Church, and to ſtir up ſuch as are backward to their Duty,. 
that ſo one be not burdened and another eaſed. Now the 
Choice of the Deacons is in the Power of the Church, Ad. 
vi. 5. The Church being exharted by the Apoſtles, they 
choſe ſeven Men for this Undertaking. 5 NE DIL 
Ochject. But ſome may ſay, Though the Church choſe 
them, yet the A poſtles reſerved to themſelves the Power of 
Ordaining them, ver. 5, I bom ue may appoint. over this 
Vorl. 081] %% ala pt | 4 
To this I anſwer, (I.) It is obſerved by thoſe that un- 
derſtand the Greek, that the Word that is here tranſlated 
appoint, is a different Word from that, 425; xiv. 23. that is 
there tranſlated ordain; ſo that for Apaſtles to appoint, 
and Churches to ordain, are two Things | 
(2) To appoint may ſignify the giving Rules to be ob- 
ſerved in the Management of ſome Work or Buſineſs, how 
a Perſon ought to proceed in it. And ſo the Word appoint: 
is to be taken, Tit. i. 5. That thou ſpouldfti ordain Elders in 
every City, as 1 had appointed thee, The Apoſtle had given 
him Rules how to. proceed, and nom he minds him of it, 
that he might keep cloſe to them. And in this Senſe I 
take the Word appoint, Ads vi. 5. as much as if the Apoſtle 
had ſaid, Do you chooſe out Men to whom we may give. 
Rules to be obſerved in the N ement of this Buſineſs. 
My reaſon, is, becauſe the Eſſence of Ordination conſiſts in 
the EleQion, of the People, and the Acceptation of the. 
Choice by the Perſon or Perſons ſo choſen. This is clear, 
Ads xiv. 23. ben they bad ordained them Elders in all the 
C hurches by Election. There lies the Eſſence of Ordination. 
Prayer and Faſting are but Concomitants: Now this Choice 
in which the, Eflence of Ordination lies, was put into the 
Hands of the Church by the Apoſtles; therefore _ Eſ- 
DES nce 
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ſence of Ordination was put into the Churches Hands. A- 
gain, Fhere is not a Word of Ordination aſter the Church 
had choſen them. If the Apoſtles rEſerved this Power to 
themſelves, why had they not made uſe of it?; 
O bed. The Apoſtles after the Church had choſen them, 
prayed and laid their Hands on them. W 
. anſwer, it is true, but it is not ſaid they ordained them; 
all that is ſaid 1s this, they prayed and laid their Hands on 
them: And ſo they did on Paul and Barnabas, Ads xiii. 
yet Paul and Barnabas were not then ordained, as will be 
made appear When I come particularly to anſwer that Ob- 
jection. Ordination, and laying. g6-of Hands with Prayer 
are two Things; the one may be where the other is not. 
But ſome may ſay, To what End was Prayer and laying on of 
Hands, if they were not ordained? I anſwer, the Scripture 
is ſilent in this Matter; and where the Scripture hath not 
a Tongue to ſpeak, we ſhould not be * wy to hear: 
Poſſibly it was an Apoſtolical Signal, cotifirming this Way 
of making Deacons by the Choice of the Church to the 
End of the World; but whatever was the End of it, it is 
moſt certain it was not done to ſtand on Record, to be a 
Precedent for future Generations, becauſe After. ages were 
not to be ſtored with Apoſtles. There were no Apoſtles to 
ſucceed, and Elders of one Church have no Paſtoral Rela- 
tion in another; nor can they act as Elders in more than 
one Church, as the Apoſtles did. Again, 2 
It) is in the Power of the Church to ordain their own 
Elders, AQs xiv. 23. When they had ordained them Elders in 
all the Churches by Election, &c. ſoit ſhould be read: though 
the word Election be left out in the common Tranſlation, 
t is is granted that it is in the Greek: And it is ſo tranſ- 
ated in the Geneva Bible. Vilſon in his Dictionary tells us, 
that the Word ordaiaed here fignifieth to make by Votes: 
and Beza's'Note in the Margin 1s, that in the primitive 
Times Miniſters were not-made and thruſt upon the People 
by Bribery and Lordly Syperiority, but choſen by the com- 
mon Suffrages of the People. And Cartwright does ſtoutly 
maintain it againſt the Rhemie, that it was not done by 
Impoſition of Hands, but by-lifting up of Hands. _ 


f 8 
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The Baptiſts alſo in their Confeſſion of Faith render ift, 
the common Suffragees of the Church : but here are ſom 
Obje&ions that muſt be removed out of the Way, © 

Object. 1. It is true, the Churches choſe their Elders, 
but the —_ Paul and Barnabas ordained them : for 
the Word (they) is relative to Paul and Barnabas, © 

I anſwer, 1. If this be granted that the Word 7h be re- 
lative to Paul and — yet it doth not follow that it 
was done by their Hands. It was done by them, if done b 
their Appointment and Advice. As Solomon built t 
Temple, though he wrought not in it himſelf in the Build- 
ing of it. And M/. e the Tabernacle, though others 
were the Workmen. | : 

2. If the Apoſtles ordained their Elders, by the ſame 
Argument-they choſe them too. Thoſe that were the Or- 
dainers were the Chooſers. When they had ordained them 
Elders by Election; here is both the Matter and the Man- 
ner, done by the ſame Hands. This Ordination was by Votes, 
or by the common Suffrages of the People, as they that un- 
derſtand the Greek do grant; and they likewiſe grant that 
the Greek Lexicons do fo render it. Now two Men cannot ſo 
ordain; for in Elections there maſt be a Majority of Votes, 
Dr. Hammond confeſſes that the Word literally fignifieth the 
Stretching out of the Hand, or holding it up: And that it 
ſignified among the antient Greeks, chooſing or giving of 
Sentence or Suffrages, which in popular Elections, or Courts 
of Judicature, was done after this Manner, But he would 
not have it ſo taken here, becauſe it was done by Paul 
and Barnabas by joint Conſent, it being impoſſible for two 
to vote after that Manner. But if the Word Election muſt 
not be taken in its literal Signification, then I can ſee no 
Uſe of it in this Place, but it might as well have been left 
out in the Greet, as it is in the common Tranſlation, and 
as the Doctor leaves it out in the Practice. But it ſeems 
ſtrange to me, that the Spirit of God ſhould make uſe of 
a Word, that is altogether inſignificant in the Place where 
it ſtands ; that the Elders ſhould be ordained by Suffrages, 
when there was no ſuch Thing done in their Ordination: 
But I ſuppoſe that Bexa and Cartaurigbt, and the Author 
of the Greek Lexicon 5 the Signification- = _ 


|  haye no Office- power out of that Church to which they 
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' Wand in that Place as well as the Doctor. 
3. There are now no Apoſtles to ordain, therefore. it is at 
now in the Hands of the Church, or it cannot be done; ll a 
and if it be now in the Hands of the Church, then it was tb 
there in the Apoſtles Time, for there is no new Appointment Bl g. 
fince the Apoſtles Days; either the Church muſt ordain 
their own Elders, or it cannot now be done. | * 
8 2. But ſome may ſay, Though the Church may 
chooſe their Elders, yet they having choſen them, they 8 
muſt be ordained by Elders, and not by the Church. th 
 T anſwer, 1,1 have ſhewed already that they. are the 
fame Perſons that chooſe, that do ordain ; therefore if Wl 
Elders muſt ordain, Elders muſt alſo chooſe, | th 
2. If Elders muſt ordain, then the Queſtion will be, ſu 
whether it muſt be Elders of the ſame Church, or Elders fa 
of other Churches. If Elders of the ſame Church, then di 
at the. firſt Conſtitution of the Church, where there are A 
no Elders already ordained, there can, be none, becauſe Bi pe 
there are none to ordain them, and moſt Churches have but 
Done Elder at one Time; and therefore when he dies, there 
can be 725 ordained, to ſucceed him. It by the Elders 
of other Churches, then they cannot be ordained by El- 
ders as ſuch; for E ders of one Church, or ordinary Elders 


relate; nor can they ad as Elders in any other. The EL 
ders of the Church of Ephe/ps are not the Elders of the 
Church of Sardis. Ordinary, Elders had never the Care of 
Flocks committed to them; their Charge is to feed the 
Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made them Over- 
ſcers, Ad. xx. 28. So again, 1 Pet. vi. 7. feed the Flock of 
God which is among you, taking the Overſight thereof. 
Object. Paul tells yon that the Care of all the Churches lay 
upon him, it ſhoyld ſeem then that he had the Charge of 
Flocks. I anſwer, Ihe Queſtiog is abgyt ordinary EIders, 
not about Apoſtles, whole Minifiry was itinerznt, who 
were not fixt to any particular Church. Pas was an Apoſ- 
tle, but ordinary Elders are not Apoſtles, nor. can they 
act as Elders out of the Church by which they were choſen; 
therefore they have po Authority to. oxdain Elders in 
other Churches, If there he neither Precept nor Brera, 


* 


5 
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for ordinary Elders of one Church to ordain Elders in 
it is another, then there is no ſuch thing of Divine Iuſfitution: 
nes Bat there is neither Precept nor Precedent for it, therefore 
was there is nb ſuch thing of Divine Inſtitution. Negative Ar- 
nent Wl guments are good in ſuch Cafes as theſe. © 
dain 0357. 3. But Ordination muſt be by Impoſition of Hands, 
and that of ſuch as once Hands have been impoſed on already. 
may Lanſwer, This Objection hath ho Foundation at all in the | 
they Bl Scripture, though it be commonly made; nor is there aux, 
; thing like it: yet I ſhall endeavor to move it out of the Way. 
e the 1. Then you muſt prove the Apoftolicat Line to remain 
re if ¶ without Interruption, and that there are ſome in being to 
this Day that had their Ordination by Impoſition of Hands 
| be, Bi ſacceſſively from the Apoſtles, or elſe you will not find any 
ders fach to ordain: if there hath been a Ceſſation of ſuch Or- 
then dination but one Age, there is now no Recovery of it. 


e are An Error in the Foundation eannot be recovered in the St 
caulc ¶ perſtructure: if Impoſition of Hands by ſuch as on whom 

e but ¶ Hands have been impoſed, be an eſſentiaſ in Ordination, then: 
there if the Apoſtolical Line be broken, there is an eſſential in 
£\ders Ordination irrecoverably loft ; but that the Apoſtolical 
V El- Line hath continued to this Day without Interroption, eas 
Elder; never be proved. Antichriſt having. ſpread his _ over- 
they the whole European World for fo long a Time, and having 
he EL Shad ſuch 4 Power where he hath fer footing, and being 
of the uch an Admiter of the Image he made to the firſt Beaſt, 
are of Mehieh Image confiſted in à Subordination of Churches un- 
2d the to Churches, and Officers unto Officers, which utterly de- 
Over. Wfaced the Platform given out by Chriſt and hie Apoſtles, in 
ock of Weſpe&t of Churthes and Church-Officers : I fy, he — 
zereol. uch an Admirer of this Image, that they that , 
hes lay pn the Earth every where muſt make it, and ſuch a2 
ge of Power ts give Life to this Image, that it Mould ſpeak and 
EIders, Hauſe that ks many #3 would not worſhip the Image of che 


geaſt ſhould be killed, Rev. xiii. 14; 15. What room was 


dere left for the Apoſtolical Line to continue where this 

mage was adored ? Now Wherever Antichriſt hath 

ailed, this Image of the firſt Beaſt, the Catholick viſible 
hurehy | headed by the Bilhop of Rome, conſiſting of a | 
Jubordifiatios of Churches untoChurches; andOfficers unto 
D 2 Officers, 
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Officers, hath been ſet up, which hath defaced the Order 
r ntfs. £9id +50 i rnd; oaks af fs 
2. If you could prove the Apoſtolical Line to continue 
without Interruption to this Day, yet you could not prove 
that Ordination of Elders muſt be by the [mpoſnion of 
the Hands of ſuch as on whom Hands had been impoſed 
before: For firſt you cannot prove that the Apoſtles were 
ardained by Impoſition of Hands themſelves. Ordained 
they were, but not a Word of Impoſition of Hands. Was 
Paul ordained by Impoſition of Hands when he was made 
an Apoſtle? or was there any more in his Ordination than a 

oice from Heaven (together with a Light appearing above 
the Brightneſs of the Sun) ſaying, I hawe appeared to thes 
for this very Purpoſe, to make thee a Minifter to the Gentiles, 
lo now I /end thee ? AQts xxvi; 16, 17. Nor can you prove 
that ever one. Elder or Paſtor of any one particular Church 
was ordained by Impoſition of Hands, no nor that ever the 
Apoſtles ordained either Apoſtles or Evangeliits by Im- 

fition of Hands. ö | | i 

But our Proteſtant Ordination by Impoſition of Hands can 

fetch. its Original no further down than Queen Elizabeth's 
Days. She baving choſen ſome Proteitant Biſhops, ſent her 
 Mandamus to ſome of the Popiſh Biſhops to ordain them: 
they 8 ſhe ſent again to one of the Popiſh Biſhops, 
and ſome of her new- elected Biſhops to. ordain the reſt; 
that Popiſh Biſhop refuſing, in the third Place by the Queen's 
Order they ordained each other, as you may ſee in the Hiſ- 
tory of the Church of Exgland, written by Dr. Burnet: 
O4ze8. 4. But ſome may ſay, That the Apoſtles did or- 

4 Impoſition of Hands; Paul and Barnabas were ſo or- 
dained. Ad xiii. 2. Whilft they were praying and miniſtring 
to the Lord, the Spirit ſaid, Separate me Saul and Barnabas 
tis the Work where unto I hade called them. And when they 
had prayed, they laid their Hands on them ; ſo they were ſent 
. Forth by the Holy Ghoſt. DOIN J 

I anſwer, I grant that the Apoſtles prayed and laid their 
Hands on them ; but I deny that they were ordained by 
this, and I have two Reaſons for it. 5 vgs bias 

1. Whatever Office-power, there was in thoſe that laid 
Hands on Paul and Barnabas at this Time, the ſame Office: 

EIN 13 1 power 


rr, . my ane. 


wy 
* 


e ohn Charth of Ori, tt. 
der yer had Pau and Barkabay antecedent thereunto. The 
LE ext faith there were in the Church that was at Aurioch 
nue certain Prophets and Teachers. Barnabas is the firſt that 
dove is mentioned, and San the laſt, but both mentioned to be 
of of the Number of theſe Prophets and Teachetz. 
oſed 2. Pan declares, Gal. i. 1. That he was an Apoſtle of 
vere BY Jeſus Chriſt, not of Man nor by Man; not of Man as hu- 
ined BY man, not by Man as the medium, he was immediately ſent . 
Was by Chriſt: And having ftayed at vtfoch as long #s was 
nade BY the Pleaſure of God they ſhould, their Miniftry being iti- | 
an 2 nerant, they were ſolemnly diſmiſed from thenee to go about 
bove their Work elſewhere, according to the Appointment of 
thee i the Spirit. And that was all that was done at this Time; 
tiles, no Office- power conferred upon them, only recommended 
rove to the Grace of God for the Work which they fulfilled, A#s 
xiv. 26. They ſailed from Artioch, from whente they had 
been recommended to the Grace of God for the Work 
In- which they fulfilled, Pani was an Apoſtle before ever he 
came to Antioch. | 5 


s can Oed. 5. But Timothy was ordained by Impofition of 

beth's Hands, and Pau was one of thetn that laid Hands on him, 

ther BY 1 Tim. iv. 14. Negle# ner the Gift that is in thee, which tous 

_=—_ ven thee by Prophtſy, with the laying on of the Hund of the 
ö reſbytery. BE 

reſt ; 12585, r. This Text ſpeaks not a Word of Timothy's 

HC Ordination; nor is there any ſuch Thiag Intended in the 

2 


Text. Here is a Gift in him that he is called upon not to 
neglett: but a Gift in a Man, and an Office confetred upo 
| a Man, are two Things. It would be ſomewhat coarſe to 
read it thus, negle& not the Office that is in the. 
2. This was ſome extraordinary Gift, that was particu- 
larly PO of, that 7:mothy ſhould receive by the lay- 
ing on of Hands, before it was given unto him: It was: 
given him by Propheſy, before it was beſtowed: on him by 
laying on of Hands. 5 
Osec. 6. But ſome may ſay, that Timothy did ordain 
others by Impofition of Hands, therefore he is bid to lay 
Hands ſuddenly on no Mam 1 Tim. v. 22. 


at laid BY l atifwer, There is no more Evidence in this Text of Or- 
Office; dination by Impoſition of Hands, than there is in the for- 


power a D 3 | mer: 
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mer: for there is no mention of Ordination in the Text, 
nor in the Context, nothing that leads to it in the whole 
Chapter Fw | | | wy 
-- That there was laying on of Hands in ſome Caſes in the 
primitive Times, I grant: That ever Hands were laid on 
in ordaining.of Elders, I deny. Now to what particular 
Caſe this muſt be referred is not determined, 1 
might be on the Sick for their Recovery, the End of which 
was for the Confirmation of the new Diſpenſation. Now 
when this was in uſe, Hands were not to be laid on all fick 
Perſons, to the End they might recover, nor was it their 
Duty ſo to do: If it had, I preſume the Apoſtle would not 
have left Trophymus ſick at Miletus, he would have laid'on 
Hands and recovered. him. And if Hands were not to be 
laid on all fick Perſons, then there was good Reaſon they 
mould not be laid haſtily on any, but wait till the Mind of 
God was known in this Matter, left ſome on whom Hands 
were laid ſhould not recover, and fo ſtumble ſome with re- 
ſpe& to the new Diſpenſation, inſtead of convincing them. 
Object. 7. But ſome may ſay, Though Ordination by Im- 
| Poſition of Hands be not ſo clear, yet Ordination by Elders 
cannot fairly be queſtioned : for it is beyond all 7 
that Titus had Power to ordain, and that in more than one 
Church, Tit. i. 5. For this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, that 
| thou ſhouldft ſet is order the Things that are wanting, and or- 
"Gain Elders in every City, as I had appointed tbe. 
_ IT anſwer, 1. Titus was an Evangeliſt, and bad Office- 
power in all the Churches that he was ſent to. This is no 
Precedent for ordinary Elders, who bave no-Office-power 
out of that particular Church to which they relate; nor 
is Titus a Precedent for Ordination by a plurality of El- 
ders: If he be a Precedent for any, it is for a Prelatical 
Ordination, and not for a Preſbyterian one. 

2. Titus had his Commiſſion immediately from the 
Apoſtles, and that none of our Elders can pretend to. 
3. The Word that is here tranſlated ordazz, it is obſerv- 
E ſome that it is a differing Word from that in 43; 
xxiii. 14. which is there tranſlated ardain, and that it is the 
ſame Word in the Greet with chat in AA vi. 5. that is _ 
AIC | | . kravuat 


xk, tranſlated appoint : ſo that for an Apoſtle or Evangeliſt to 
ole appoint; and a Church to ordain, are two Things. © 
M 4. The Ordination of Elders is not the Work of one 
the Man, but of many. It was done by Election, by common 
on Suffrages, As xiv. 23. | 3 
ular 5. Titus had not an unlimited Power, he was to do it as 
y it Paul had appointed him, which I conceive. was no other 
nich way than by adviſing and directing the Church how they 
ſow ſhould proceed in this Matter. My Reaſon is, becauſe he 
fick was to ſet in order the Things that were wanting. If this 
heir were to be done otherwiſe than by way of Advice, then 
not he had not only the Power of ordaining, but of ruling and 
don governing too; then the Diſcipline of all thoſe Churches 
o be was in the Hands of Titus, and he that was an Heretick, 
they as in ver. 10. muſt be rejected by Titus after the firſt and 
id of ſecond Admonition : ſo that the Power of Church-Cenfure 
ands is wholly out of the Hands of the Churches, and in the 
u re- Hands of Ti/us. And therefore if Churches give up the 
em. Power of Ordination into the Hands of Elders from ſuch 
Im- a Precedent as this, they give up at the ſame Time the 
Iders whole Diſcipline of the Church into the ſame Hand 

pute, And then if their Elders be corrupt, they have no Way le 


one to relieve themſelves, but muſt lie at the Mercy of ſack 
that Elders, whether they will right them or not. 


Churches do little know what-they do when they call in 
Elders to ordain them Elders: for where the Power of 


fice- Ordination lies, there lies the Power to ſet in Order the 
is no Things that are wanting. And I am apt to think that ſuch 
do wer as have an itching defire to ordain Elders in other Churches, 
; nor their Fingers do alſo itch to have the Government of thoſe 


Churches out of the Hands of thoſe Churches, into their 
own Hands alſo. | 

6. Evangelifts, as well as Apoſtles, are now ceaſed ; 
Who then ſhall challenge this Power of Ordination, if it 
be not in the Hands of the Church? (ordinary Elders cau- 
not ſo. much as pretend to it, for they have neither Precept 
nor Precedent to ſhew for it) And if it be now in the Hands 
of the Church, then, as 1 ſaid before, it was in the Churches 

ands from the Beginning. g 


* 


Objetts 
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Get. 8. But ſome may ſay, that Timorby was enjointd 
b ne commit to faithful and able Men, the 

ings that he had heard of him, that fo they might 
_ others, 2 Tim. ii. 2. therefore Timothy was to ordain 
EM, | | „ | | 


I anſwer, 1. If this were granted, yet it would not fol- 
low that ordinary Elders might do the Hxe: For, | 
WA. Timothy was an Evangeliſt, 2 Tim. iv. 5. he had his 

ommiſſion anteeedently from the Apoltic, and that ordi- 
tary Elders cannot plead. | h 
(2.) Timothy was a ſingle Perſon, he was not a Preſby- 
tery. This 1s no Preeedent for — — Ordination, 
which muſt be done by a Plurality of Elders or Prefbyters, 
for that is the Ordination that our Brethren do plead 


13.) What is there in this Text that looks like Ordina- 
tion? the Text faith, 7h: Things thut thon haſt heard of me 
amo 
thnt Pall be able to teach others. This is Matter of Inſtruc- 
tion that Timothy is charged withal, not Matter of Ordi- 
nation ; he was to acquaint ſome particular Men, of whom 
he had ſome Experience, both in reſpect of Abilities and 


' Faithfulneſs too, with the Doctrine that Pan! had preached, 


both in the hearing of T7m9:hy and others too, that fo they 

might be furniſhed with Matter to teach others. 
re is not a Word of Ordination, nor is Ordination 

neceffary to the teaching of others, I mean antecedently 


neceffary. Tt is the Duty of every Man, as he hath re- 


ceived the Gift, ſo to adminiſter the ſame: He that ſpeaks, 
let him ſpeak as the Oratles of God ; ſo ſaith Peter, The 


Brethren that were fcattered upon the account of the Per- 


ſecation that aroſe concerning Stephen, preached the Word, 
and the Hand of the Lord was with them, 42s xi. yet they 
were not ordained, 45 * 

(4.) The Things that were written to Timahythat reſpect- 
ed the Church, were written to him to be communicated 
unto the Church, that ſo it might be done by them; and not 
to be done by Tiuuthy himſelf; the Apoſtle writer ro hin 


about the Maintenance of Elders,” 1 Yin. v. 17. Let thi 
Elder. that rules well be counted worthy of double 3 
* * 4 ; t 


mmm Witngffts, the ſame commit thou te faithful Men, | 


of a. viſible Church of Chrifl. - 45 
ned that is, Maintenance, as appears in the following. Verſes. 
| But muſt Timothy maintain them, or the Church ? I think 
if thoſe Elders that have a mind to ordain Elders in other 
Churches, were bound to maintain them too, they would 
not be ſo forward as they are to ordain. Nor do [ find that 
thoſe that contend for the Authority of Timothy s Ordina- 
| tion, do appropriate this Charge of the Maintenance of 
1 his Elders to Timothy and his — 8 5 85 
di. 1 have now anſwered all the Objections that I re- 
member are made againſt the Power of the Church, to 
ordain their own Elders and Deacons. I ſhall in the next 
: Place make a brief Diſcovery of thoſe Qualifications that 
vers Churches ſhould have an Eye to in the Choice of Officers, 
An both Elders and Deacons, And firſt of Elders. "oh 
N 1. Negatively : he muſt not be a Novice, 1 Tim iii. 6. 
Net a Novice, lift being lifted up with Pride, he fall into 
be Condemnation. of the Devil. By a Novice here we are 
not to underſtand a young Man; but a young Chriſtian, 
one newly converted to the Faith: for T imethy was but a 
e when he firſt entred upon the Work of the 
iniſtry; but he was of conſiderable Standing in Chriſt's 
School, having known the Holy Scriptures from a Child. 
he Reaſon why he ſhould not be a Novice is, leaſt he 
ſhould be lifted up with Pride; and I think that Experience 
may acquaint us, that young Chriſtians: are more apt to 
be proud: of their Abilities, than when they are of longer 
Standing, eſpecially being called out to the publick Exerciſe 
of them, whereby there is Food adminiſtred for Pride to 
feed upon, The more Experience a Chriſtian, hath, the 
more he ſeeth his own Inabilites, and that will help to 
keep domn his Plume. gf 
2. He muſt not be given to Wine, no Drunkard, nor 
muſt he be inelined to ole intoxicating Liquors : he muſt 
not be of a quarreling Spirit, no Striker, nor yet a Brawler z 
oy muſt he be greedy and a covetous Man, 1 Tim. i. 3. 
its i. Joi; : % 3 2 
| Secondly, I ſhall ſpeak to it poſitively, i UE 
1. He muſt be the Huſband of one Wife, 1 Tim. iii. 2. 
that is, of one Wife at one Time. This doth not prohibit 
the Choice of him that hath no Wife, nor yet the _— 
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of him that hath a ſecond Wife, but only the Choice of 


him that is guiley of Polygamy, having a Flame * t 
Wives at one Time. t 
2. He muſt have his Heart ſeaſoned with Grace, Tit, . 5. 5 
This is ſuch a Qualification as cannot be deſpenſed withal 11 
by any Means : he muſt be holy, that is, he maſt be ſuch 8 
in the Judgment of Charity. Churches have dot a Judg- d 
ment of Infa]libility, - 

If Elders be not gracious, e; Abilities they have, tl 
they do not underſtand the Myſtery of the Word, that is 2 
not attained by natural Abilities, nor yet by acquired Parts: 0 

It is a Gift from on high, Mat. xiii. 11. To you it ts given to 
Aasav the Myer of the Ki dom of Heaven; tut to them 0 
it is not given e The Word will be to ſuch but as a Parable F 
or dark Saying; the Book will be to them bat as a ſealed yi 
Book, and they themſelves will be numbred among the g- E 
norant and ebe ſuch as wreſt the Scriptures, as Pe- ſo 
ter ſpraks. Such are not fit to preach to others, that do 70 
not underſtand the Myſtery of the Word themſelves, they ne 
are but blind Guides at the beſt, and not fit for ſuch an Nc 
Undertaking: Nor may ſuch as give not good Tokens of a Bi 0! 
Work of Grace upon their Souls be choſen, if the Rule be By 1 
regarded an the Choice of them. D 


3. He muſt be apt to teach, 1 Ti ili. 8. not only fit 
to teach in reſpeQ of Abiliries, but forward atfoz one 


— inclined to dench. A a Soldier that is Apt te War, 
18 one that is inclinable and forward to go en when an Op- % 
portunity is offered, as well as Ccilful to manage it; there . 
muſt be Courage a well as Skill, | 
4. He muſt be one that ruleth well Nis Ow Houſe, dar- ll a 
ing his Children in Subjection, that is, thoſe Children that lf to 
are at home with him, in his own Family + for if he be not th 
Kilfal-in raliug his own- Family, it is hot Hkely that he fo 
mould be a _ ft to take care of the Church of God, . 
 J Tin. ih 43 * hi 
5. He muſt h ave a good Report of thoſe that art wich · 0 


out, wer. 7. Left he fall into — dach, and the Snure of the 
Devil. He as be free from indulging biw t in Immo- 
ralities, careful to cut off Occaſions from them that watch 
for Occaſions, u ſo he may not be hal charged by 1 


\ 


of a viſible Church of Chrif, 47 
of chat are without, for that would be a N in 


of | their Way, and prove ro be A Snare of the Devi laying, 


17 to render his Miniſtry the more ineffeQual. 

73 | Particularly, be muſt be juſt and righteous in his Deal» 
bal ings with others, and ſober with reſpect to himſelf, Tit. i. 
ach 8. be mult be ſober, juſt, holy, temperate in eating and 
dg- drinking, and in his Apparel. | 


6. He muſt be ready to entertain the Brethren, that ſo 
ve, ho may come with Freedom, and have Society with him, 
od Bajef 10919 the Cap regriers: ke maſt by 0-Lous 


t is an 8 g 
— of Hoſpitality, a, Lover of gqod Men, Tt. i. 8. 1 
n to 7. He muſt be ſound in the Faith, and able to jnſtruct 


heme others. (1.) He muſt be ſound ip the Faith, not only in 
ble Fundamentals, but in Points of leſſer Concern too, which 
aled vet are not of little Congern. There be many dangergys 
g- Errors, as well as Herefies, that he muſt endeayoyr by 
pe. ſound Doctrine to convince Men of, Tit. i. g. Halding fas 
t do be faithful Word as he bath hee taught, Sc. If a Man he 
they not ſaund in the Faith bimſelf, he will be more likely to 
\ an corrupt ſome, than to convince and ſtop the Mouths of 
of a others. (z.) He muſt baye Abilities to demonſtrate the 
e be WM Truth of what he aſſerts, Tir. i. 9, he muſt be able by ſquad 
55 Doctrine to exhort and convince Gainſayers. 


Object. 4-e.he/s all the Qualifrationt, that muſt le eyed 
in the Choice of an Elder ? Myſt be not be a Scholar, and un- 
derfland the Greek and the Hebrew, be Htilled in PhiloJophy and 


necefary for à Minter 2. 2 25 

Tae 1. The Walifications I have ſet down are 
all that I can find in the Word, Which is the Rule we are 
to go by. | know not whither to go for more than are 
there expreſſed. If this kind of Seholarſhip had heen 
ſo neceſſary as it way held by ſome, I think Chriſt who 
was faithful to him that appointed him, and faithful over 
his own Houle as a Son, would have giyen us ſame Rule 
OF it, at 

2, He muſt be a Scholar in Chriſt's School, or elſe he 
is ngt fit to be a Teacher of others. If he be not taught 
of — — 2 = 75 N and — 0 Perſon, what- 
ever other de he hath attained. ej 


\ 


[ 


other Arts Sebaul. learning, that are held by many ta be ſo 
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3. Miniſterial Abilities to preach the Goſpel are ndt 
acquired by theſe human Arts. They are the Gifts of 
Chrift, Ephe/. iv. 8. When he aſcended up on high, be gave 
Gifts to Men: ver. 11, 12, 13. He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome 
Prophets, jime Ewvangeliffs, fome Paſtors, Jome Teacher. 
Theſe Gifts were for the perfefing of the Saints, for the 
Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chrift. 
But you will aſk me, How long we may expect that Chriſt 
will beſtow theſe Gifts ? 1 anſwer, to the End of the World, 
as long as he hath Work for Paſtors and Teachers to do, 
I mean ordinary Elders; ſuch as were extraordinary, 
were long ſince ceaſed. I ſay, he will continue to give 
theſe miniſterial Gifts to the End of the World, 7il! we 
all come to the Unity of the Faith, to the Knowledge of the 
Son of God, to a perfect Man in Jeſus Chriſt, to the Meaſure 
of the Stature of the Fuln;/; of Chriſt: And if fo, then 
it is a ſtraighter, eafier, and cheaper Way, to pray to the 
Lord: of the Harveſt to ſend forth more Labourers into his 
Vineyard, than to ſend Men to School in order to be Mi- 
niſters, not knowing whether they will labour in his Vine- 
yard or not when they come there. 

4. The Apoſtle warns the Coloffians, To tate heed that m 
Man ſpoil them through Philofophy, Chap. ii. 8. I cannot 
think that ſo neceſſary a Prequalification to an Elder, 
which Churches are warned to take ſuch heed of, leſt they 
ſhould be ſpoiled thereby. | 

But you will fay, F Minifters do not underſtand the Hi. 

brew and the Greek, in which. the Scriptures were firfl given 
out, how can thry ſay to the People, Thus ſaith the Cord, 
not knowing whether the Scriptures be rightly tranſlated e- 
wee rh 3 avgy- Drag 
lanſwer, 1. If Miniſters canhot ſay, Thus /aith the Lori, 
unlefs they underſtand Hebrew and the Greek ; then they 
cannot ſay, 7 bus /aith the Lord, though they do underſtand 
theſe Tongues: for that which is now in being is but a Copy 
of the Original, which Original they never ſaw, Now ther: 
may be Errors in theſe Copies, for ought they know, 2 
well as in the Engliſh Tranſlation; and if there are five 
Verſions of the Greek, as hath been reported, they canno! 
tell which is the right; that there are various Copies © 
s | the 


J 
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as à neceſſary Qualification to be eyed in the Choice of an 
Elder. I can find no Rule for it laid down in the Word, f 
which yet is a perfect Rule for us to walk by, Chriſt bath E 
no where enjoined us to ſend Men to School to learn the tl 
Topgues, in order to their being choſen to a Paſtoral Re- 0 
lation in the Church. . | } 303 eng- 3449 n 
+. Secondly, I ſhall ſpeak next of the Qualifications of Dea- 5 
cons, to which regard muſt be had; theſe are laid down 90 
together in the Word, 1 Tim. iii. 8. You have their Quali- th 
fications both negative and poſitive; they muſt be grave, 
of a ſolid Behayiour, not light and frothy, not double- 5 
tongued, ſpeaking forward and backward, one thing to W 
one, and another thing to another; not given to much bi 
Wine, nor greedy of filthy Lucre : for a covetous Perſon Bu 
in that Office will be under a Temptation to deceive the _ 
Poor that ſhould, be fed by them. Ver. 9. Holding the My - Bl ;;, 
fem of the Faith in a pure Conſcience. There muſt be ſome ¶ in 
Experience of theſe Things before they be choſen, which pr. 
is the proving of them, mentioned in ver. 10., Let the/e het 
rf be proved, and then let\them uſe the Office of a Deacon, ¶ ref 
being found blameleſs.. This is no Rule for the Church to (4 
chooſe Deacons upon Trial, as ſome have argued, ſuch a thr 
Choice puts them into the Office before they are proved. cat 
Their Wives alſo muſt be grave, not $landerers ; ſober, oft 
faithful in all Things. Ver. 11. They muſt be the Huſband i Pri 
of ove Mie; that is, they muſt not have a Plurality of BY 1, 
Wives at one Time; he myſt alſo rule his Children and his teck 
own Houſhold well. Theſe are the Qulifications of E- EId 
ders and Deacons, which Churches mult have regard to in .,,.. 
the Choice they make. And I think I may truly ſay, that 
theſe Things which were written aforetime, were written ¶ and 
for our Learning; and are the Rule that Churches mull WF ceiv 
go by, in the Choice of Officers to the End of the World. try ] 
Second), The Power of receiving Members, by which nic 
the Church is inlarged, is in the Hands of the Church, the; 
Adds ii. 41. the three thouſand Converts there mentioned, Wnec: 
were added unto the Church, wer. 47. And the Lord adde who 
znto.the Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. Acts ix. Paull, Pr 
eſſayed to join himſelf to the Diſciples, and they were alli able 
afraid of him, and would not believe that he was a Diſci was: 
TS 1 Pele, 
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ple, he made his. Application to the Church. This Power 
of receiving Members into the Church is not in the Hands of 
Elders, nor are they concerned in it as ſuch, but as they 
themſelves ſtand in the Capacity of Members, as well as 
Officers, and ſo act together with their Brethren. We have 
but one Inſtance in all the Scripture, that ever an Elder con- 
cerned himſelf as ſuch, or as having the Power in his Hands 
to receive, or to hinder the receiving of Members; and 
that was Diotrephes, one that had a mind to be a Primate, 
3 John ix. I wrote unto the. Church, but Diotrephes that 
eth to hade the Pre-eminency among them, receiveth us not; 
Whether this receiving was to tranſient Communion, or 
to a full and fixed Communion, I ſhall not determine. 
But here obſerve, f1.) This Letter of Recommendation 
was not written to Diorrepbes, but to the Church: I avrote to 
the Church, which ſhews that the Power of receiving was 
in their Hands. (2.) That Diotrephes would have had a 
Pre-eminency among them, that is, the Church who was 
but equally concerned with them in this Matter. (3.) He 
refuſed to receive them himſelf, he receiverh us not. 
(4 ) He forbids them that would have received: the Bre- 
thren, taking upon him the Power of excommunicating, 
caſting them out of the Church. (5.) There were ſome 
of the Brethren, that ſo far underſtood their Power and 
Privilege, that rather than let it go they expoſed them - 
ſelves to Ejection. (6.) This aſſumed Power of his is de- 
tected by Fobn, wer. 10. therefore not to be followed by anyx 
Elder or Elders. (7.) There is from hence a Caution given 
ver. 11. Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which 
is good, This was an evil Precedent given by Diorrep bes, 
and therefore not to be followed. I ſay, the Power of re- 
ceiving Members is in the Hands of the Church; they muſ 
try and examine them themſelves, to ſee whether they be 


Diſciples, which is the only meet Matter to be received by RY 


them. I know not what Power Elders have to take their 
Declaration in private, and to report it to-the Church, nor 
who gave them this Authority. I find no Rule for ſych 
a Practice. Such as profeſs. to walk by Rule, ſhould be 
able to produce the Rule for their Practice; the Church 
was in being before they were organized: There muſt be 4 
% "3 = Cancleſtick 
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Candleſtick before there can be a Candle put into it. Now 
i -Chriftians have 4 Power to embody into a Church- 
tate, they have alſo a Power to inlarge that Body. If 
ten Diſciples have a Power to imbody to day, they have 
alſo a Power to enlarge that Body to — If others do 
tender themſelves, and if they have a Power to receive Mem- 
bers before they be or gatized,. then they have the ſame 
Power reſiding in thats after they de organized3- they do 
por nor cannat put this Power out of their Hands, into the 
ands of Elders rakes they chooſe them. When the Indeſtu- 
ous Perſon was meet to be received again, the Apoſtle writes 8 
to the Church to forgive him, and 40 comfort him, and to ta 
conhem their Love to him, 2 Cor. 1447, 8. it was the Church Wi th 
that caſt him out, and 4t is the Church that muſt receive m. 
bim; it is the Church that binds, and it is the Church that C] 
 Joofeth ; che Marriage-knot is to be between the Church and 
them, J. 1xii. 5» Thy Sen Shall marry tber; the mutual of 
Compact is between the Church and them, therefore the ¶ of 
— muſt be ſatisfied in them, before they receive dif 
_ | 
Gays The Power. of — with Members, even t0 
the —_— or caſting them out, is in the Hands of the 
Church this — in two or three Particulars. 
_ 1. In that Power of binding and looſing is. 1 che 
Hands of the Church. Matr. xvii. 17, 18. ell it unto the 
Church ; and if he negle#t to bear the Church, lit him be tothe 
as 4 Heathen Man or or Pablients Ferily I fay unto you, what- 
feever ye (in the plural Number, that is the Church) ſhall 
bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven. 74 
Eo 2 ſt this there lies a great Ohjection, by thoſe that 
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Preſbytery: By the Church here ks they #s intended Che 
4 2 Church, confyting of Officers, in whoſe Hana ( 
is the Power of Church Canſures. that 


Th anſwer-to this, I would propoſe a few Queries. 
(I.) If this be a Repreſentative Church, a Church of 
cers, is it a Parochial-Church, or a Claſſical, Provincial, 

National, or Oecumenical Church ? If you fay a Parochi- 

al Church, or the Officers of a particular 79 „ 
l 


then I wodld:en uĩre what Need — 1s of a al or 2. 
Prerinsia Chat Fc; for there is no Appeal to be _ Han 
alles int i 075 2 rom A 


VS 


F a viſible Church. Cbri. 33 
from this Church to any higher Power; hither Things : 
muſt be brought, and here they muſt be iſſued ; they muſt 
go no farther, and the Sentence that is-paſt by this Church. 
which is according to Rule, ſhall. be owned by Chriſt:; 
what this Church binds on Earth, ſhall be bound in 
Heaven. I hope a Claſſical Church will not meddle with 
that which Chriſt hath confirmed; nor go about to untie 
that which Chriſt hath bound in Heaven. It is the ſame 
Church that binds on Earth, that muſt. Iooſe on Earth: 
alla. tt de „d ar ghobyi ad 1 ment tens 
( 2.) I would query, Where we do read of: a Repreſen- 
tative Church in the Word, or what Word there is in all: 
the New Teſtament that is of this import? what Reaſon: 
may be rendered why this muſt be called a Repreſentative 
Chareld dont wins wy awed nd Co one ts 

(3.) Where do you find in Scripture, that the Officers: 
of the Church are called the Church, diſtinct from the Body 
of the Members ?: I find the People often called the Chureh 
diſtinct from the Officers, but not that the Officers are any 
where in Scripture called the Church diſtin& from the 
People. Adds xiv. 23. When they had ordained them Elders in 
all the Churches, they were Churches before they had Elders;. 
the Church of Epbeſus was ſo called diſtin from their 
Elders, As xx. 17. And from Miletus be ſent to Epheſus, -- 
and-called the Elders of the Church; but theſe Elders: were- 
never. called the Church diſtinct from the People. Ad 
igthe Angels of the ſeven Churches in Aa were the Blders 
of thoſe Churches as ſome think, then there is a- clear 
Diſtinction; Rev. i. The ſeven Stars are the Angels of the: ' 
Churches, and the ſeven Golden Candleſticks are the ſeven- 
Churches. _ Ag X 

(4.) I would query, Whether you do find in Seripture 
that the Power of Church-Cenſures is in the Hands of Ofſi- 
cers; theſe Things have been too much taken upon truſt: 
by People, without having the Rule produced. It were well 
ifiPerſons would ſearch the Scriptures to ſee whether theſe 
Things are ſo or no, and not reſolve their Faith- iato a- 
human Teſtimony any longer. n 

2. It appeareth, That the Power of ejecting is im the 
Hands of the Church, in that the Church is charged where 

SR 9 E 3, this 
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this is neglected, 1 Cor. v. 1, 2. I bear that there is For- 
ration among you, and furb Fornication as it not ſo much as 
named among the Gentiles; ye ave! up, and have 
wot rather humbled yourſelves, that he that hath done this Deed 
from among you. There is likewaſe a 
againſt the Church of Pergamos, Rev. ji. 3 
baft there them” that hold the Do&rine of Balaam, 0 

And haſt 'them that hold the Dofrine' of the Nico- 
— thing I hate. This Was a — brought 
againſt them for their indulging them, when they ſhould 
have delt with them. I have z'few Things againſt thee, 
Oc. That this Charge was not brought: the An- 
gel, diftin from the Gurch (though the 5 iſtle was di- 
retted to the Angel to be communicated to che Church (i; 
evident, ver. 17. Let bia that hath an Ear, bear what th, 
N ro the Churches. C 
3. It appears in — — to put away 
"From-among them the Inceſtuous Perſon; the Charge for 
rejetting is not laid on the Officers, but on the Church, 
1 Cor. v. 7. Purge out therefore: the old Leaven, that you may 1, 
br new Lump ver. 13 "Wherefore. _ away. Joe: among al Br 
yourfelves that wicked — . M 
4. kt appears in that there were many Haus: went to Po 
the caſting out the Inceſtuous Perſon ; 4 had ĩt been done of 
by the Oäkcers of the Church, there would have been bu C- 


few. Hands concerned in it, 2 Cor. ii. 6. 5 fuck cor 
1 ene it be ent that was refilled any © O 4x 

3 as the argin in hath en i thy 
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UEST. 1 71 Ke nd) it yo 4 JR * * N . 
rgiect ar caſt aut an Elder in Caſe of "ence jail geen 
obftinately por/sted'in, and clearly þ 1 

I anſwer in the Affirmative, it is in FU Power of "6 
Church ſo to do. This I Shall. clear to yon in a few Par- 
ticulars. 

1. Some Member or Members muſt begin the Work n 
Col. iv. 17. \Say to Archippus, that he take bred, to His. 
ni iry, which he path received i in the. Lor. . that he e fulfil it. 
But what if he remain negligent, mu Ie, be ſo left? 
May not a negligent, Elder be rejected, and is there any 
Power, that can take ſuch a Cale as this out of the Hangs 
of the Church ? Or is there any Power to bind in ſuch a 
Caſe but in the Church? The Church of Zabe/us 2 2 
commended for dealing with ſome, that did call themſe 
Apoſtles, and for. — them out, Kew, ii. 2. # 2 
thy „ orks and thy Labour, and thy Patience, and that Hp 
canſt not bear them that are cuil, and thou haſt tryed them that . 
ay they are Apoftles and are nat, and haſt them Liars. 
This Trial was made before the Apo tolical Office was 
ceaſed, for Jobn that wrote this Epiſtle was 8 : 

2. It is poſſible an Elder may become immoral in 

Prinighes,? heretical in his Judgment, and 3 on = 
Church may deal withal, 22. f ii. 14. T haft there them 
that hold. the Doctrine of Balaam, 7 js L 2 5 Bea, 0 
the Nicolaitan :. This 0 would not — ye doen brought 
againſt the Church, if it Jad not been their, evil in aot 
purging them out. There is likewiſe. aGharge.againſ the 
Cured of \Thyetira, beganſe ſhe did ſuffer he Woman 


Jezebeh, 
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Jexebel, that called herſelf a Propheteſs, ta teach and ſe- 
duce the People of God. If falſe Doctrine be continued 
to be preached in a Church, the Church muſt be account- 
able for it; which yet they ſhould not be, if it were not 

their Duty to ſtop the Mouths of fuch Preachers. 

3. An Elder is a Brother as well as an Elder; he was | 
à Member before he was an Elder, and then he was a Bro- 5 
ther. Now his being choſen into the Relation of an Elder, 


doth not — the Relation of Brotherhood, but every ] 
Brother is to be dealt with by the Church. JF thy Brother 
treſpaſs againſt thee, tell it unto the Church, Matt. xviii. 17. F 
And the Church muſt receive it, when it is brought hy 
two or three Witneſſes, 1 Tm. v. 19. And when the c 
Church hath receryed it, either he muſt hear the Church, t 
or be rejected. n eee ( 
4. If the Church have not Power to deal with an Elder, ſ 
then. is the Elder in a worſe Condition than the meaneſt | 
Member in the Congregation, as being denied that which fi 
is a Means to reform and recover a Perſon that hath been m 
guilty of Miſcarriages, a Means made uſe of for the Re- Wil C 
dvery of the meaneſt Member in the Church; and the w 
Church is utterly uncapable of being freed from a ſcandal- WI C 
ous Miniſtry, and each Member liable to contract relative 1 
Guilt; by holding Communion with him: for if the Church 
have not Power to deal with him, there is none that have; be 
that is, chere is none that have a Power to inſlict a Cenſure i te 
on him for his Mifearriages or Miſdemeanors in the Church. bu 
9 grant, if his Offence be again the Civil Law, or ſo far w: 
as it is àgainſt that, the Civil Law may take hold of him, th: 
And the Magiſtrate may puniſh him, according to the N. 
Nature of his Offence. But this doth not untie his Re- ou 
lation to the Church, be is an Elder e ſtill. I would here Pu 
offer a few Things for Refolution, Mot his 
1.) Whether an Elder be à Brother in- the Goſpel or do 


"not. Trhink no Man is fit to be an Elder that is not a Bro. anc 
tler: and if he be a Brother, then he is to be dealt with bee 


* * 
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0 " may not do it 7 Elder of other Churches cannot do the 


e eint Church , Cirjhs—= oh 
For to eject an Elder doth not belong to Elders as ſurh: 
There is no Rule for it, there is neither Precept nor Pre- 
cedent for it: And that which hath neither Precept nor 
Precedent for its Practice, is nat of Divine Inſtitution. 
Object. Paul did caſt out by his own Power, 1 Tim. i. 
was 20. Of whom i Hymeneus: and Alexander, whom I bave 
Zro- delivered unto Satan to learn them nv more to hlaſpheme. Why 
der, _ may not ordinary Elders of other Churches do the 
ye li e? / Lat + IFfds. 64 43:ti*v A "Tit 3 BET 18 
— [ anſwer (1,) It doth no where appear that Hymeneus and 
17. Alexander were Elders. And it is much but it would have 
t hy been noted if they had. If this muſt be made a Prece- 
the dent for ordinary Elders to act by, this is the Way to take 


irch, the Power of dealing with Members out of the Hands of the 
| Church, as well as the Power of dealing with Elders; and 
1der, ſo the Church ſhall have no Power of dealing leftthem. - 
aneſt ( 2.) It doth not follow that theſe: were dealt with by a 
hich Wl ſingle Hand; though he ſpeaks in the ſingular Number; he 


might be faid to do it, in that he did order or exhort the 
Church to do it, and there is much Reaſon to carry it ſo, 
when we conſider how he managed the Buſineſs with the 
Church at Corintb concerning the Inceſtuous Perſon; 
1 Cor. vi 3. Fer I verilj as abhſent in Bady,: but proſent in $pi- 


nurch vit, have, already, as:if I were pngnt. If he had 
have ; been preſent with them, he would have made no other De- 
enſure termination than what he had made being abſent: Well 
1urch, Wl but what was his Determination being abſent? I anſwer, it 
ſo far I was this, that when they (that is, the Church) were ga- 
f him, thered together, and his Spirit with them, that in the 
to the Name of our Lord jeſus Chriſt, and with the Power of 
is Re- our Lord, they ſhould deliver hini to Satan, Sc. ver. 13. 


Put away from among yourſelves that wicked Perſon. This was 
his Determination, being abſent, that the Church ſhould 
do it: For there lay the Power of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, 
and he would no otherwiſe have determined; -if he had 


with by been preſent, he would not have taken the Power, out of 
quer), che Chorches Hand: And in this Manner I apprehend he 
1 an El delivered Hymeneus and Alexander unto Satan. I cannot 


think that Faul would takeithatout of the Churches Hands, 


relates | 
that he knew Chriſt long before had put into — 


do it: 
Fat 


\ 
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that is, the Power of dealing with ſcandalous Members, 
a ene 0717 $1447 000 Hee on 15364 
(3. If this were granted (as it is not) that Hymeneus 
and Alexander were dealt with by Paul, without the 
Power of the Church, yet it would not follow that 
it is in the Power of ordinary Elders ſo to do. Paul 
was an Apoitle, and had Power to act as an Elder in every 
Church where he came; but Elders of particular Churches 
are not Apoſtles : Are all Apoſtles? No ſure; nor have (as I 
have ſnewed already) ordinary Elders any Office power out 
of the Church to which they relate, nor can they act as 
Elders in other Churches. 12 1 
I ordinary Elders have any Office-power out of the par- 
ticular Church by which they were choſen, I deſire to-know 
| how they came by it? Whence it is derived ? They have 
it not immediately from Chriſt, that they do not pretend 
to; for they can do no Miracle to demonſtrate it: They 
have it not from the Church, for one Church hath no 
Power to ordain Elders for another: And if any Church 
Mould pretend to ſuch a Power, I hope it might be no 
1 zuſt Offence: humbly to aſk them by what Authority they 
‚ do theſe Things, and who gave them this Authority? 7 
| And in the mean Time I would adviſe ſuch Elders, as do 
| adventure to act officially in other Congregations either 
to adminiſter the Supper, to ordain their Riders; or toe ject 
an Elder, to be ready to anſwer this Queſtion, when put to 
them ſelves, By what Authority they do thoſe Things, and 
who gave them this Authority ? If it be replied, that they 
have their Authority from other Churches that call them 
to act after this Manner ? I have two Things to return by 
way of Anſwer. (I.) If Churches have no Power to call 
in the Elders of other Churches thus to act, then their Call 
gives you no Authority; but Churches have no Power to 
call in the Elders of other Churches thus to act, therefore 
their Call gives no Authority. The Argument is ne- 
gative, and if any deny it, it lies in them to give Inſtances 
of the Powexof ſuch Churchesto call them in. (2.) If a Man 
may act as an Elder in two Congregations by Conſent, 
then in ten, in twenty, and ſo become a dioceſan Biſhop: 
But fill he will be to ſeek of the Inſtitution of this 1 
74d: 25 | an 
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and at a loſs to anſwer the Queſtion, by what Authority 
80 they do thoſe Things. | * | 


Queſt. 2. Whether the Church is to a by the ſams Rule 
he in dealing with all miſcarrying Members? 
I anſwer, 1. As the Word is the Rule we are to go 


„vy in all Cafes, ſo they are to act by the fame Rule in desl. 
* ing with every Member, whether it be an Elder, a Father, 
o | \ Frockdr, or k-Wide: 5 een ; 5 ? 
181 But, 2. There are particular Rules laid down in the 
1 Word, with reſpect to particular Caſes that muſt be re- 
50 garded, and bx which the Church muſt act as the Caſe 
falls own, i id a1 t £ 2 in ae 4748 rc 
SY 1. If it be Matter of Fact that is brought to the Church 


hs where the Fact is not diſputable, nor the Evidence queſtion- 
70 able; if the Offender do * to hear the Church, he is to 
be cut off without delay, Mat. xviii. 17. 1 Cor. v. 12. N 

* any Man that is called a Brother, be a Fornicator, or Covetous, 
| 0 or a ee or 4 Railer, _ nod one no not to eat: Do 
8 not ye judge them that are auithin! wherefore put away from 
- Kh hs that wicked Perſon. 5 1 95 
ne 2. When the Caſe is mere Negligence, Slothfulneſs, 
y 4 where Perſons are idle, and will not eat their Bread in the 
<q 5 Sweat of their Brows; but would be maintained out of the 
ther Churches Stock, the Church is only to withdraw from 
ject them, 2 Thefſ iii. 6. Withdraw from every Brother that 
at to Bl ©4114 diforderly, and not after the Tradition that ye rectiv= 
ang f . Ver. 7. For we behaved not ourſelves diſorderly, 
he neither did aue eat anyMan's Bread for nought. Here the Apoſ- 
ue doth explain what that Diſorder 1s, for which ow | 

u by muſt be a withdrawing : It is only the eating the Bread of 
call others for e That this withdrawing muſt not be 
Call uſed in all Caſes of Offence, but muſt be reſtricted to this 
Caſe of Idleneſs, is I think clear, (1.) By the Informa- 

eſore ion that the Apoſtles had received; ver. 11. We hear that 
there are ſome that walk among you diſorderly, working not at 
all, but are Bujy-bodies. (2.) In that the Apoſtle gives 
them an Exhortation, ver. 12. Them that are ſuch we ex- 


_ ort and command by our Lord Feſas Chriſt, that with quiet- 
hop: neſs they work and eat their own Bread. (3) It appears 


in thatthe Apoſtle reſtricts it to them that obey not their 
| | Word 
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Branch oſ Diforiler hand led in this Epiſtle, but this of Idle- 


Man or a Publican: But here he muſt not be-accounted 
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Word by this Epiſtle, ver. 14. Fam Manx obey not our Word | 

by this Epiſtle, note that Man, 257 have no Company: with « 
im, tha . 7 be aſbamed e yet count him nt as an Eremy, pe 
but admoniſh Bim as. a Brother. Now there is no other K 


neſs ; therefore to this Diſorder only muſt this Rule of 
withdrawing be reſtricted. In the former Caſe he that is 
dealt with by the Church is to be accounted as a Heathen 


as an Enemy, but admoniſhed as a Brother. This Rule is 
not given to make void the former, but ta be obſerved in 
2 particular Caſe, which is a Caſe that differs from the 
r en 
3. If it be Matter of Hereſy, there is another Rule to 


be obſerved, Tt. i. 10. Him that is an Heretich, after the * 
firſt and ſecond Admonition rgiect. If the Church f̃eject him 
ſoon after the firſt Admonition, they are too quick: If 
they ſtay long before they reject him after the ſecond Ad- -, 
oat," "te W too N by 3 RIFE OY 4 
- Queſt. 3. Whether there aught ta ame procedure b of ; 
the Core in all Caſes of Offence 7 20 N wy 
T-anſwer in the negative, 1. If the Offence be privately re 
given, there muſt be private dealing; Mart. xv. 15. More: pthe 
over, if thy Brother offend thet, go and tell him his Fault le- Q 
taueen thee and him alone: No Body muſt know of it till , © 
this be done, no nor afterward neither, if thy Admonition 5 
take effect. ¶ be hear thee, thou haft gained thy Brother ; ., 
but if he refuſe to hear thet, take with thee one or tabs more, and 7 
if be negledt to bear them, tell it unto the Cburch. The gra 
rſt may not go alone to him the ſecond Time: The ſecond om. 
Admoniſhers have done what they are to do by themſelves, Rid n 
and muſt immediately on the firſt Opportunity bring it Wl Nei 
unto the Church: And if he neglect to hear the Church, ity a 
then let him. be to thee as a Heathen Man, &c. 1 ſee no ien: 
Reaſon why the Church ſhould delay and try him a ſecond, hure 
a third Time, and I know not how often, if he negled f 
to hear them; if the firſt may: not go alone a ſecond Time, 1 
nor yet the ſecond Admoniſhers try him a ſecond Time, 5 


muſt the Third? Why muſt the Church wait in this 
Nay, if the Church try him 2 e a 
| f N 1rd; 


oy 
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third; when or by what Rule ſhaſl the Church come to 
a Determination: We put our own Wiſdom in Com- 
petition with the Wiſdom of Chriſt in this Matter, if we 
keep not cloſe to the Rule. To wait on a Perſon that 
neglects to hear the Church, is to act without a Rule, 
if the Matter of Fact be ſuch as deſerves Ejection when 
Obſtinacy is added to it, and the Evidence full and clear. 
2. In caſe of publie Offence, this private Dealing is not 
to be made uſe of: They that Sin rebuke before all, 1 Tim. 
v. 20. that is, they that Sin publickly ; the Harmony 
of Scripture muſt be preſerved: this Rule muſt not be 
underſtood to interfere with the former, where the Brother 
offended is to deal with the Brother offending in private. 
3. If the Caſe concerns an Elder, an Accuſation muſt 
not be received by the Church under two or three Wit- 
neſſes; 1 Tim. v. 19. But againſt an Elder receive not an 
Accuſation, but before (or under, as in the Margin) two 
yr three Witneſſes. Beſides the poſitive Rule which we are 
bound to obſerve, though we cannot underſtand, the Reaſon 
of it, there ſeems to be this Reaſon: Elders being more 
pbnoxious to the Malice and Envy of Men than others \ 
are, they are more in danger of being falily accuſed than 
others are. . | | EY 
Queſt. 4. Whether a Perſon juſtly ejeated by the Church, 
be at the ſame Time cut off from Chriſt, and /o made incapable 
Salvation unle/s he be received again by the Church upon 
is Repentance? 1 : 5 
I anſwer in the negative: For, 1. The Church did not 
ngraft him into Chriſt, when they firſt received him into 
ommunion with them: Now that which the Church 
id not do, they cannot undo, No Perſon can be received 
Member regularly, that is not in the Judgment of Cha- 
ity a true Believer; and if he be ſuch in reality, he had 
en an Intereſt in Chrift before he was received by the 
hurch. Either he had an Intereſt in Chrift antecedent 
d his being received by the Church, or he had not; If 
2 had, then the Church did not ingraft him in: If he 
aq none before he was received, he hath none ſince. I 
eak of a real Intereſt, not of ſuch an Intereſt as fruitleſs 
ranches may be ſaid to * that may be cut off, which 
. : "4. > 


— 


52 The Inſtitution and Government 
is only in Appearance, not in reality. If every one that is 
received by the Church have a real Intereſt in Chriſt, 
then Hypocrites as well 2 that are ſincere have a real 
Intereſt in Chriſt, There are and may be ſuch in the Church 
that never had an Intereſt in Chriſt, and ſuch as never had 
an Intereſt in him cannot be ſaid to be cut off from him. 
2. Once an Intereſt in Chriſt, and for ever an Intefeſt 
in Chriſt. Job x. 27, 28, 29. My Sheep hear my Voice, 
and they follow me; and I give to them eternal Lift, and they 
ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any Man pluck them out of 
my Hands : My Father that gave them me is greater than all, 
and none ſhall ever pluck them out of my Father's Hands : 1 
and my Father are one. | | | 
3. A Perſon may truly repent, and yet not arrive at 
Satisfaction, whether he do repent or no; he may fear an 
the Lord, and obey the Voice of his Servant, and yet walk th 
in Darkneſs and have no Light, Ja. I. 10. Or if he tw 


have ſome glimmering Light, yet not enough to offer him- the 
ſelf tothe Church; or poſſibly he may die before he have the 
Opportunity ſo to do: Muſt ſuch a one be, ſhut out of El, 
Heaven, becauſe he is ſhut out of the Church? Vo 
Object. But ſome will ſay, That Chrift tells us, that go 
*what/oever the Church ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound 
in Heaven. „ bee 

I anſwer, 1. This muſt be reſtricted to a juſt regular thai 
Cenſure of the Church. But if the Church will put more Bi gai: 
into their Cenſure than Chriſt allows them by his Word, our 
that ſhall not be bound in Heaven. But Chriſt never gave ¶ ma) 
the Church a Power by his Word to cut off thoſe Mem- WW 1nig 
bers from him, that he had united to himſelf. - com 
2. This Binding in Heaven is nothing elſe but Chriſt's WF Sard 
approving of and owning the Church in thoſe Cenſures wa. 
that are paſt by them according to rule. Pre rael 
Queſt. 5. Whether the Power of the Church in binding den 

2 loofing, or any other Church- act, do not lie in the Majo- Nef tl 
_ rity, and whether they muſt not be called the Church; and from 
the Minority be always beund to acquizſee in the Vote of th greg: 
Major? &c. | | Lord 
anſwer, 1, If the Caſe to be determined, may be Qu 
yielded to without Sin, the Minority are to reſt n * 

| wit a 


: | - ye | ' £10 1 
of a viſible Church of Chrisi. 63 
with the Vote of the Majority: For inſtance, if the Caſe be 
ſuch as is in itſelf indifferent, only there is ſome Incon- 
veniency to ſome of the Members, which cannot be re- 
dreſſed without a greater Inconvenience to other Members 
living at a great Bilance one from another. If it be con- 
cerning Time for Week · days- Meetings, or Place, which 
are Things indifferent in themſelves, there a leſſer Incon- 
veniency muſt be ſubmitted to, and the minor Part reſt 
fatisfied-with the Vote of the major Part: Or elſe I do not 
ſee how the Church ſhould come to a Determination in 
any thing of this Kind. © 5 

2. If it be in the Choice of Officers, where ſuch as ſtand 
in Competition are both duly qualiſied for the Work, 
and no juſt Exception to be made againſt either: Though 
the Members have differing Apprehenſions, which of the 
two may be fitteſt, there the Majority muſt carry it, and 
the minor Part are bound to reſt ſatisfied in the Vote of 
the major Part, becauſe it is the Pleaſure of God that 
Elders and Deacons ſhould be made and ordained by 
Votes, Ad vi. 5. 44s xiv. 23. It were to no Purpoſe to 
go to the Vote, if the Vote may not determine it. 

3. If the Majority be corrupt, as ſometimes it hath 
been or may be in Churches, and the Vote ſo irregular, 
that the Minority cannot cloſe with it, but they muſt fin a- 
gainſt nurn, and thereby diſhonour God and wrong their 
own Souls; there the Power lies not in the Majority, nor 
may the Minority cloſe with them, for they muſt do no 
iniquity, and God will own the minor Part in their non- 
compliance. Rev. iii. 4. Thou haſt a few Names even.in 
Sardis, that have not defiled their Garments, and they ſhall 
walk with me in white, Aſter that great Apoſtacy of , 


rael to Idolatry, Exod. xxxii. when they madethem a Gol» 
den Calf, and Worſhipped it, Mo/es took the Tabernacle 
of the Lord, and pitched it without the Camp afar off 
from the Camp, and called it the Tabernacle of the Con- 
gregation ; that was the Congregation that fought the 
Lord, Exod, xxxiii. 7 | | 

Queſt. 6. Whether the Sifters be a Voting Part of the- 
Church or no? 3 

I anſwer in the affirmative, they are. 1. The Siſters 
| | E 2 are 
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are an eſſential Part of the Church as well as the Brethren; 
the -one hundred 'and twenty Diſciples to which the 
three thouſand were added, Ad, ii. 41. were the Church, 
the ſame Church to which the Lord daily added, wer. 47. 
Now: this Church confiſted of Siſters as well as Brethren,. 
Ads i. 14. OBE SING | 

24 They are equally concerned as to the Welfare of 

their Souls with che Brethren in the Choice of Elders, and 
many other Church- acts, that Things may be ſo managed 
as that they may be free from relative guilt. | 

3. The Rule, Mar. xviii. F thy Brother tre/þaſs again! 
thee, tell him his Fault between thee and bim alone, is not 
expreſly reſtricted to the Brethren, and 1 think ought not 
to bereſtrited to the Brethren, but to be taken indefinite- 
ly of Members, whether Brethren or Siſters; and if ſo, 
x Siſter, when it is her lot to be offended, muſt proceed 
till ſhe bring it to the Church. | } 

4. The Siſters are not to be put out or withdrawn from 
when a Caſe is brought to the Church: Uf they ſhould, it 
would be brought but to a Part of the Church, not the 
whole. 4 | 3 | 

5. The Apoſtle did not exclude the Siſters when he 
wrote to the Church of Corinth to caſt out the Inceſtuous 


Perſon, 1 Cor. v. 4. | 
6. We do not find the Siſters were excluded when the 
Churches ordained them Elders, As xiv. 23. They or- 
dained them Elders by Election in all the Churches ; no Men- 
_tion is made that the Siſters were denied their Vote: We 
have not any Inſtance in all the New Teſtament that ever 
the Siſters were denied their Vote; nor have we any 
Reaſon to conclude when the Acts of the Church are men- 
tioned, of which Church or Churches the Siſters cannot 
be denied to be an eſſential Part, that the Church is but 
the Brethren, not the Siſters. | 5 
Object. The Apofthe forbids Women to ſpeak in the Church, 
1 Cor. xiv. 34. Let your Women keep ſilence in the 
- Church, for it is not permitted unto them to ſpeak; and 
| if they may not ſpeak, they may not vote. 
I anſwer, this Prohibition is not to be extended to all 
Caſts; and if ſo, then it ſeems to be reſtricted to the * 
; ; , je 
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ns. je& that was then in Hand, which will come under two 
Heads: 1. They were not permitted to ſpeak in a way 
of Propheſy, but the Brethren might, they might all Pro- 
pheſy one by one. | 
n, 2. They muſt not enquire (in the Church) into what 
was delivered in a way of Propheſy ; IF they would læari 
| any thing, they muſt aſe their Huſbands at home. But the 
nd Brethren mig t enquire into it. The Spirits of the Pro- 
hets are. ſubje& to the Prophets. That this Prohibition 
is not to be extended, unto all Caſes is evident: For, (1.) 
inſt A Siſter having diſcharged her Duty in private, if it take 
got not, ſhe muſt tell it unto the Church, and lay open the 
Circumſtances, of the Matter, and be a Witneſs in the 
ite- Caſe. This cannot be done unleſs ſhe be allowed to ſpeak 
in the Church. (z.) A Siſter may be brought under 
ceed dealing by the Church, and muſt ſhe not ſpeak in her 
own Defence ? Maſt ſhe be ſilent whether ſhe be accuſed 
from right or wrong, and fo fall under the Cenſure of the 
Church, not being permitted to ſpeak for herſelf? Is there 
any Law in the Church of Chriſt that judgeth a Mem- 
| ber before it hears him? It is poſfible a Siſter may be ac» 
n he cuſed of Hereſy, differing from others in Principles, 
tuous though the Points held by her be ſound Doctrine; and 
| muſt ſhe not be ſuffered to plead her own Cauſe, whic 
n the it may be is the Cauſe of Chriſt ? Muſt the Truth ſuffer 
&y er- and the Siſter ſuffer, rather than that ſhe be permitted to 
Men- peak in-the Church ? This I think would be accounted 
: hard Meaſure by judicious Men. And if ſo, then thoſe 
t ever {judicious Men that fo account it, muſt reſtrict the Prohi- 
e any {MIdition to ſome particular Caſe; and if ſo, what more 
likely to be the Caſe or Caſes, than thoſe that were han- 
dled when the Prohibition was given out? 
Queſt. 7. Whether a Perſon juſtly ejected by the Church 
ay upon Repentance be received again, whatever the Mat- 
er of Fad was for which he was egjefted ? | 
I anſwer in the affirmative, he may. Lale xvii. 3. 1 © 
by Brother treſpaſs againſt thee, rebuke him © If he repent, 
orgive him, + 
1. Excommunication is not to deſtroy, but to fave, 
hat is the End of it. * it is one end that ſhould be 
3 | in 


rit may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord, 1 Cor. v. 5. 


binding, which Power is not reſtricted to this or that 
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in the Eye of the Church, when they do eje& a Brother or 
a Siſter: It is for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the Spi- 


2. The Church hath a Power of looſing as well as 


particular Caſe, And Chriſt will own them in the one 
as well as the other, Fhat/cever they ſhall looſe on Earth, 


hall be hoſed in Heaven: There is no Cafe wherein we 
can apprehend that Chriſt hath forgiven, but we ought to 


forgive for Chriſt's Sake alſo. 1 
3. We find the Apoſtle writing to the Church of Co- 


rinth to forgive one that had been a great Criminal, ] 


2 Cor. ii. 7, 8. One that had been guilty of Inceſt, ſuch 


Fornication as had not been ſo much as named amon fn 
the Gentiles, and had been caſt out by the Church, and 
upon his Repentance to confirm their love to him. be 


dere; If be repent, forgive him. I do not look upon a 
dare fay-ſo, without any Manifeſtation of Grief and Sor- 
row under the Senfe of Sin, and a Reformation of what 


| godly Sorrow wworketh Repentante unto Lift, not to. be re. 
pented of For behold, this elf ame thing. that ye forraweld 


_ - offend him for the future. 


2 


Queſt, 8. bat Repentance is that which is ſufficient 1M ſp 
Satisfy the Church to receive again a Perſon that hath been ¶ ce 
neared? - $ 3 
8 I anſwer, Such as in the Judgment of Charity is ſin- 


hath been amiſs, to be ſufficient; the Rule is, F be re. 
pent, forgive him. Repentance conſiſts in a gadly Sorrow 
for Sin, and a turning from Sin: 2 Cor. vii. 10, 11. For 


after a godly Sort, What carefulne/s it wrought in. you? 
yea what fear? &c. Care to pleaſe God, and fear to 
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e l e i 
Containing a Deſcription of the formal Cauſe of Church- 
. „ + Member ſhip... "4 | . ? 5 SAS. a 


Church Memberſhip. 1/. Negatively, wherein I 
ſhall ſhew what is not the formal conſtituting Cauſe. 
1. Birth-Privilege doth not conſtitute a Perſon a Mem- 
ber of an inſtituted Church: all Birth-Privileges with re- 


ſpe& to .Church-Memberſhip and Ordinances are now 


ceaſed, together with the legal Diſpenſation: The Parti- 
tion-wall was broken down, "when Chriſt was offered up; 
that is, the peculiar Covenant that God made with Vael, 
by virtue of which they. were a ſeparate People:- Exod. 


xix. 5, 6. Fe will indeed obey my Voice, and keep my- . 


Covenant, then you ſhall be a peculiar Treaſure unio me 
above all People: For all the Earth is mine, and ye ſhall 
be a Kingdom of Priefts, a holy Nation; that is, a ſeparate 


Nation. This Covenant is now made void, Zach. xi. 


10. Then 1 took my Staff,, oven Beauty, and cut it aſunder. 


that I might break my Covenant that I had made with 
all the Peaple; and it was broken in that Day, that was, 
when they weighed, for his Price thirty Pieces of Silver. 
Dr. Oven obſerves on this Place, that when the Covenant 
of Grace was confirmed by the offering up of Chriſt, the 


peculiar Covenant that God had made with all the Peo- 


ple of I/-aet was broken, and J/rael ceaſed to be a Church; 
then Birth-Privileges ceaſed, 2 Cor. v. 16. Henceforth- 
know wwe no Man after the Fleſh ; that 1s, from the Time 
of Chriſt's Qblation, as appears by the preceding Verſe, 
where it. is ſaid, He died for all, that henceforth they that 
live ſhould not live to themſelves,” but to him that ng 
them; and then it follows, Henceforth know we no 
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Come now to deſcribe the formal conſtituting Cauſe of 
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&c. A Jew that before this Time was known after the 
Fleſh, as being lineally deſcended from Abraham, born 
a Member of the Church, circumciſed” the Eighth Day, 
hath from this Time no more Notice taken of him than 
a Gentile, till in the Judgment of Charity he be New- 
born: 1 Cor. xii. 13. By one Spirit are ye all baptized 
into one Body, and made to drink into one Spirit, whether 
ew or Gentile, Thoſe Jews that gladly received the 
ord, 4; ii. 41. were not Church-Members äntece- 
dent thereunto; if they were, why is it ſaid, They were 
addfd to them, (that is, the Church) the ſame Day? 1 
have already ſhewed that Faith ogly, makes not the Parent 


a2 Church-Member, therefore it makes not the Children 


ſuch. | 3 

2. Co-habitation makes not a Perſon a Member of an 
inſtituted Church ; there is no fach Thing as a Parochial 
Church of divine Appointment ; we read of the Church 
of God at Corinth, but we read not that Corinth was the 
Church of God. The whole City was not the Church, nor 


' werd{here more of the Corinthians that did belong to the 


Church, than ſuch as were /an&ified in Chrift Te/us, 
called to be Saints, There was a Church in Rome, but 
Rome was never a true Church; Pagans and Chriſtians 
-may cohabit, .as the Believer and the Unbeliever did, 
1 Cor. vii. Yet thoſe Pagans were not Members of the 


Church at Corinth. 


3. Tranſient Communion with a Church doth not form 

a Perſon a Member : A Member of one Church may have 

| becafional Communion with another, yet that doth not 
diſmiſs him from his Place where he ſtood before, nor 

tranſlate his Memberſhip from one Church to another: 

barely Communion with a particular Church doth not 


incorporate a Perſon into that particular Body; nor is it 


regular to have Communion with any one Church m the 
Supper, till ſuch Time as a Perſon is a fixed Member of 
ſome one Church or other. It is an unprecedented Caſe, 
They were firſt added unto the Church, AA, ii. 40. be- 
fore they had Fellowſhip with them in breaking of Bread, 
ver. 42. 62449 By 5 7 | 

F 4. Baptiſm 


— 
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e 4. Baptiſm doth not form a Perſon a Member of a par- 
n ticular inſtituted Church. For, (1.) The Ordinance muſt: 
7 be adminiftered. antecedent to Church-Memberſhip; if 
n Chriti's Precepts may be read in Apoſtolical Precedents, 
** and Apoſtolical Precedents be a Rule for us to walk by. 


4 (2) That which may but once be adminiſtered is not the 
er formal conſtituting Cauſe of Church- Memberſhip; but 
1 Baptiſm may be but once adminiſtered, therefore it is not 


the formal conſtituting Cauſe, A Member may be juſtly 
ejected, and upon Repentance received again; but if Bap- 
tiſm were the formal conſtituting Cauſe, he muſt be as 
often baptized as received, | 


24%. I ſhall handle it pofitively. The formal conſtitut- 
ing Cauſe of Church-Memberſhip, is its mutual Conſent 

an and Agreement verbally: expteſt. 1 
ial 1. There muſt be mutual Conſent. and Agreement; 
ch without this a Perſon is at liberty from any Tie that is up- 
the on him to any particular Church; he is like a Lamb in 
nor a large Place, having none to watch over him, no Shepherd 
the to take care of him; nor hath any particular Congrega- 
| tion the charge of him, nor is there any Tie upon any 
but particular Congregation: to him, there is no Church that 
ian: bath any Power to call him to an account, or to deal with 
did, him in Caſe of Miſcarriage, for he is not under the Dii- 
the Wl cipline of any. Churches have nothing to do to judge 


N them chat are without, they can only judge them that are 
orm within, 1 Cor. v. 12, 13. No Body can tell to what 
Church he relates, nor doth he indeed relate to any. 
not What Church then muſt be told of his Miſcarriage, 
nor Nor who is bound to tell it unto any Church? Certainly 
her: ¶ Chriſt hath not left us ſo in the Dark, when he ſaith, Tell 
1 not i unto the Church, but that we know what Church to 
is it complain to, even that ſame Church that he- ſtands a 
n the Member of. He muſt be received a Member of ſome 
er of ¶ particular Church, or elſe in Caſe of Offence he cannot be 
Caſe, Wicaſt out from amongſt them; he that was never in, can 
never be caſt out. God brings no Charge againſt any 
Church for not dealing with ſcandalous Perſons, unleſs 
thoſe Perſons are ſome Members of thoſe particular 
Churches. The Inceſtuous Perſon was a Member & 127 5 
9 hure 
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Church of Corinth, and the Charge was brought againſt the 
that Church for that they had not dealt with him, 1 Cor. Ru 
v. Te are puffed up, and have not rather humbled younſalves, Im 
that he that hath done this thing might be taken away from Wl ed 
2 yon. They that held the Doctrine of Balaam, and lh oth 
the Doctrine of the Nicolaitans, were Members of the to! 
Church of ge Rev. ii. 14, 15. and the Charge was be 
brought againſt that Church: Thou haſt there them. They wa. 
were among them, they were incorporated into this par- ¶ bei 
ticular Body. . : 
That the formal conſtituting Cauſe is mutual Confent ¶ can 
and Agreement, is evident in the Word, Ja. Ixii. 5. 4; a Ex 
young Man marrieth a Virgin, Jo ſhall thy Sons marry thee. ( 
In ages there is a mutual Conſent and Compact; this an 
Agreement 1s founded in the very Inſtitution of the Church e 
Mat, Xv. 19, 20. Again T ſay unto you, Wheretwo of you ſhall I 
agree on Earth tonching any thing that you ſhall aſt of my Fa- ¶ Wo 
ther, it mall be done for you. All the Worſhip of God is 
ſometimes comprehended in this Word Prayer, Prayer be- 
ing a conſiderable Part of the Worſhip of God, and a 
concomitant of all the Parts thereof. It is written, ſaith 
Chriſt, my Howe hall be called the Houſe of Prayer, &c. Ver. 
20. For. whert two or three of you ſhall be gathered together 
in m Name, there am I in the Midft of them. This Chap. 
from ver. 15. to the End, treats of Church-concerns ; and 
this gathering __ in Chriſt's Name, I look upon to 
be into a Chureh- ſtate, and I am not fingle in my Ap- 
prehenfions. It is alſo the Judgment of Nobinſon, a Man 
that God was pleaſed to give Light into an inſtituted 
Church, when many other of his Servants were in the 
Dark in that particular Point, that this gathering in 
Chriſt's Name muſt be by Agreement. I do not appre- 
kend how Perſons can gather together into a Church- 
ſtate to worſhip God according to his Appointment but 
by Agreement. Can two walk together, ſo as to purſue 
the ſame End, wnle/5 they be agreed? When Paul was come 
to Feru/alem, he eſſayed to join himſelf with the Diſciples, 
but they were all afraid of him, and would not believe 
that he was a Diſciple, . A#s ix. This ſhews that this 
joining muſt be by Agreement, there maſt be Satisfaction 
on OTF: 01 


\ k 


* 


of a viſible Church. of Chriſt; 71 

on each ſide; Churches may not be impoſed on, nor may 
aft they impoſe on Perſons to join with them, there being na 
or. Rule in the Word for ſuch Impoſitions. And when ſuch 
e, MW Impoſitions have been uſed, the moſt fruit they have yield- 
om ed have been the Ruin of ſome, and making Hypocrites of 
nd others. Paul, though he was an Apoſtle, did not attempt 
the to impoſe himſelf on the Church, nor would the Church 
vas be impoſed upon: They muſt haye Satisfaction that he 
ey vas a Diſciple before they would receive him, ſuch only 
ar- Wl being meet Matter to be added to them. enn 

2. This Agreement muſt be verbal or explicit; Perſons 

ent can no otherwiſe know each others Minds but by their 

{; a MR Expreſſions. 4 Hy 
hee, Query. What is it that ſuch as offer themſelves to Commu- 
this ien and the Church, muſt immediately agree about, that ſo 
rch bey may comfortably /it down together ? . 

Ball I anſwer, ſuch Things as are plainly laid down in the 
Fa- Word, as Matter of Duty to be performed, or Matter of 
d is Privilege to be injoyed in a Church-ſtate, We may not 
be- make the Bounds of Communion in this reſpect, ſtraiter 
14 a han God hath made them in his Word. Some Light as 
aith ¶ to the Matter of this Agreement is afforded by the Prophet, 
Ver. Iſa. Ixii. 5. A. a young Man marrieth a Virgin, /o ſpall thy: 
ether WY Sons marry thee, As there is a mutual Agreement in all 
hap. Marriages, ſo the Matter of that Agreement is mutually 
and to perform the Duties, and to enjoy the Privileges of this 
In to N conjugal Relation. Ts >, 

Ap- 1. Then they muſt mutually that the Word of Gd 
Man Nis the Rule both of Worſhip and Diſcipline, and alſo of that 
tuted which is Matter of Faith and Practice. Ifthere be no Agree- 
n the ment here, there will not long be an Agreement about any 
g in {ſthing; this muſt be owned to be the Standard by which 
ppre- I Caſes muſt be tried, and by which Churches muſt Reform 
urch- when there is any thing of Diſorder among them, or elſe 
it but {there can be no Determination in any Caſe ; they cannot 


urſue Nlagree what is Diſorder, unleſs they are agreed that the 
come ¶ Word is the Rule of Order. Nor can they agree how to 
iples, Reform, unleſs they are agreed that the Word is the Rule 
lier dy which they muſt reform: This Agreement binds to 
t CN18 


a0 more than what is our Duty. Tothe' Law and to the. 
action * | 2 * Teftimony, 
0 
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Teftimony, Vit Jpeak not according to that, it is becauſe ther 
is no Light in them. Matt. xxviii. 20. Teaching them to ob. 
ferue all Things whatſoever I have commanded you, &c. 
.2. Such as offer themſelves to join, muſt conſent and 
agree to keep their Places in the Church, as God by his 
Providence ſhall give them Opportunity. The End of 
Church-Communion is, that God may be Worſhipped by 
an incorporated Body, 1 Pet. ii. 5. Te alſo as lively Stones 
are built up a ſpiritual Houſe, to offer up ſpiritual Sactifices 
acceptable to God by Feſus Chrift. This End cannot be an- 
ſwered by each Member, unleſs each Member keeps his 
Place in the Church. An Agreement here is but to per- 
form that which God hath made their Duty. Not for/ating 
the aſſembling yourſelves together, as the Manner of ſome is; 
but exhorting ane another, and ſ much the more as yu fu 
the Day approaching, Heb. x. 25. 
3. They muſt conſent and agree to bear their Part of 
the neceſſary Charges of the Church, proportionably to 
their Ability; for one muſt not be eaſed and another bur- 
dened : Bread and Wine muſt be bought, the Poor muſt 
be relieved, the Mouth of the Ox that treadeth out the 
Corn muſt not be muzzled. If Perſons will not Conſent to 
this, it is a Sign of Covetouſneſs; for Covetouſneſs con- 
ſiſts as well in withholding from others more than is meet, 
as in an inordinate Deſire after that which is another Man's. 
The Apoſtte exhorts them to make up their Collections 
for the poor Saints, 2 Cor. ix. 5. and withal that what they 
did might be Matter of Bounty, not of Covetouſneſs. No 
Reaſon but that of Covetouſneſs can be rendered why a 
Perſon ſhould not bear his Part of the neceſſary Charges 
of the Church proportionably to his Ability. Now a co- 
vetous Perſon, when known to the Church, is t6 be caſt out 
from among them: 1 Cor. v. 11: {f any Man that is called 
a Brother, be a Fornicator, or Covetous, &c. with ſuch a ont 
no not to eat. If a covetous Perſon is to be caſt out, when 
. diſcovered after he be received, by the fame Reaſon he is 
to be kept out, if he do appear to be ſuch before he is 
received. Nee en 370 | | 
4. He muſt Conſent arid agree to the Performance of all 
thoſe relative Daties, that are incumbent on him « 
e | wards 


. 
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"; Vards his Brethren, as the Caſe requires 3 he muſt te- 
'”" WH buke, exhort and comfort, and with a pirit of Meekneſs 
| reſtore ſuch as are overtaken with a fault. That all theſs 
- are the Pats of Members 70 towards . 1 _ 
1 ive no Inſtance, they are ſp plainly ſtated in the Word. 

of i © 5. He muſt conſent and agree to ſubmit to the Diſci- 
pline and Goverament of Chriſt in his Church, and b 
caſe of Miſcarriage to hear the Church ſpeaking to him 


ices Bil the Word: For the Church hath no other Rule to = 
+: Wl they may.not make Lays of their own; nor is a Che 

his Cenſure to be valued or regarded if they have net a eleat 
„Foundation in the Word for what they do. There be three 
Things to be looked at in the Church-Cenſure. (i.) That 
2 the Matter gf Fact do deſerve a Cenſure, that it be ſuch” 


as may not be born with or indulged in the Church. (z.) 
That the Evidence be full and clear, And, (3.) That the 


t of offending Brother, after due Means uſed to reclaim him, 
to remain Stubborn and Obſtinate; be will nat bear the 
age, 35 to be as an Heathen Man, or a Publican. 


Well then, if a Man muſt be caſt out that will not hear 
the Church: Is there not the 


ch he {ame Reaſon to keep out him 
hat will not Conſent to hear the Church before he be re- 
eived? I deſire to knaw how the, Church will deal with 
him, if he. refuſe to hear them afier his being received, if 


jon bey can receive him, though he refuſe antecedent there- 
they WH Seh, The Church muſt. conſent. and agree to re- 
No Nfeive =, one into their Communion ; | Fellowſhip, | 
hy a 0 enjoy, all the Privileges of the Church which is the 
Ses loose of . d, and to perform all thoſe relatiye Duties 


owards him, that are incumbent on them by the Word. 
Che Marriage muſt he mutual between the Church and 
ach one, that is received a Member by them. Thy Sons. 
a on' Wal! Marry thee, &c. Iſa. Kii. 5, Each Member muſt enjoy 
vhen qual Privileges, and conſent to the Performance of equal 
he 15 Pottes, 3. the Caſe requires, There is no more Duty to 
he 18 de required of one Member towards another, than there is 

ud Member towards him, provided the Circumſtances 
of 2" WF each be alike; var may aMember be debarred any one 
a do horch Privilege, unleſs by his diſorderly walking he de- 
ward , | "0 ; bars 


* 


— 
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bars himſelf; but each one mould have the right Hand of 


Fellowſhip given unto him. 
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Containing the Bounds of an Infitute# Church with reſpea 
, te the Members thereof. 


COME now to handle the Bounds of an Inſtituted 

Church with reſpect to the Members thereof; who 
may be received in, who may be continued in: Firſt, more 
+ generally, Secondly, more particular. 

' Firft, More generally. The Word of God is the 
Bound: fo far as the Word of God allows them, to le- 
- move their Stakes and to ftretch out their Curtains, ſo far 
they may ſtretch them out, and no farther. _ 

1. Then, baptized Diſciples, ſomeway inſtructed into ben 


the Diſcipline of the Church, are meet Matter to be joined ff 5 
to them {that fs, re ularly is be joined), though 1 would fe, 
not here y unchurc thoſe Churches that are regular in 5 1 
reſpect of Matter and Form, where the Matter is vifible Thin 


Saints, and the Form is by mutual Conſent, their Children WW 1. K 
being not brought into the Definition. But ſuch as do 14 3 
bring Children in an Infant State to be Members of an WW, 1 
TInftituted Church, are not duly conſtituted neither in re- 74 14 
ſpect of Matter or Form. l ſay I would not unchurch ſuch gelle 


Churches that are ray conſtituted in teſpect of Matter tach 
ie 


quaint 
baptiz 

Bing. 
ſome N 
Houſe 
of; the 
of. T 
ſtituted 


Ja viſible Church of Chris. 7 
may be able to conſtitute aright, For inſtance, ſome 
Churches do look on ſinging of Pſalms to be an Ordinance ©- 
of God, and accordingly are in the Practice of it; mult 
they be unchurched for owning that to be an Qrdinance 
of Chriſt which others cannot receive? Why then had 
not the Church at 8 been unchurched, for 
2 keeping up Circumciſion after Chriſt was offered up, when 
| Circumcifion was aboliſhed ? Others are not for linging 
of Pſalms, neither in Practice nor in Principle; mui 
ed tbey be unchurched for want of this ſuppoſed Ordinance? 
bo Why then had not Tae! been unchurched, who were 

without the Feaſt of Booths, or withopt that Ceremony 
of dwelling in Booths, in the Feaſt of the ſeventh Month, 
he from the Days of 72/ua, to the return from the ſeventy 
Years Captivity ? Nehem. viii. 17. If not, Why muſt all 
f thoſe. Churches be unchurched that lie ſhort of their Duty 
ar in the Point of 1 merely for want of Light con- 


cerning the Mind of God in this Matter, provided there 
oe be the Efſence of a Church in reſpect of Matter and Form? 


We have found” this, to be à diſputable Point as well as 


ald BY anging, and it was Jong before many of us that now own 
ble it, were convinced of it. If it be plain to us now, fo are all 


Things eMe to him that underſtands them; but it may be 
dark enough to others. I look on it to be an ſrregularity, "y 
where Church Communion is held, and the Members not 
e but not ſuch Irregularity, as to make their 
Charch-State a mere nullity: I have now made a long Di- 
greſfion, I mall return to the Point in Hand, I ſay, bap- 
tized Difciples, ſome way inſtructed in the Diſcipline of 


lind I the Church, are meet Matter to be joined to an Inſtituted 
it) church. It is Reaſon that thoſe that are to ſhare in the 
dent Government of the Church, ſhould be made ſome way ac- 
7" Wquainted with the Rules thereof. There is teaching after 
way baptizing as well as before; teaching them to ob/erve all 


Things wvhaiſoewver 1 have commanded you. They ſhould in 
ſome Meaſure be made acquainted with the Nature of the 
Houſe of God, the goings in and the-comings, out there- 
of; they ſhould be Reuel the Forms and the Laws there- 
of. That ſuch are regular Matter to be joined to an In- 
ſtituted Church appears, 8 xxvili. 19, 20. Go Diſciple 
2 008" 
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me all Nations, Baptizing them Ke. teach; ng them to ob- 
all Things wwhat/dtwvtr 1 Babe ended d you, Ke. 
ee rear ices a a Brit in Apoſlolical 
tetedent tr it is plain that this is one 6 Chrift's 
thiands, that his Ap6Me Were to, 8595 N Ps 
iſciples td obſerve; A li 41. Den ih 
re ade Wi rt bapriced; and the 27 5 EE, 
dur ated unto then about three thouſand ot. 
Second, They muſt be ſoufid in the. Faith. | 
1.4 But Nn 71 ject, That i if Per oy 7. tized 
5 aith, it is #4, Suppoſe 0, oat jþ are 
#8 in the Faith, br elſe why are they baptive 4 | 
L anſwer, 1 do not 1225 hare the Beunds © urch 
only with feſpect to che receiving Members, der al 0 with 
teſpe to their abiding in the Church, after they ; Are.re- 
ceived; A Perſon that was judged found in the ahve: when 
he was firſt received, may afterwards be corry Jn 1 
Principles, and beebme very rotten and e 
1. 19. Holding F aith 3 a £5 Core, e fm 
 Bavin Fr 2 cbuctrulng Fink have 1 made Shi bipawr «>, 
"'T bis 1 mull bands, firſt te an Ely; 1 of; eiche iyely., 
1. Negatively „be mut b eh Ups i. 
10. He that is ax Heretith py Hur the rf and. ke cond Al. 
Wonitioh reedb. Now an Heretlck is one that chere to 
Hhirfifelf ſome Opinion that is directl wh to ſome 
Fundamental plainly ſtated in the hou e Lord, 
Every Error is not an Herely; if it — 40 Ch urche 
would ſoon be uncharched : For he that is an eretick 
muſt be rejeRed after the ſecond TIL ſhall " 
a few Inftances of Hereſy, 
oo J He is an Heretick that Genies the Trinity 
deny that there are Three in One, and One in in ers 
For there is nothing more plainly ſtated in the Word tha 
this; 1 Jahn v. 7. There are Three that bear a in 
Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Spirit; and thi 
Three are Ont: He that denies the Trinity mult denj 
either the Father, the Word, or the 8 pirit; and which 
ſoever of theſe is denled, there is a Foundation-Point: in 
_ Religion denied. To deny the Son, is to deny that ther: 


5 


of '@ vifible Church of Chrift. 77 
is a Redeemer; and to. "deny the Spirit, Is to deny that 
there is a Segen 
(32) He is an ec that denies eſus Chriſtin either | 
7 of 2 Natures. To deny him in the Human Nature is to 
deny him in his Obedience, both active and paſſive, which 
fl is the Matter of that Righ hteoufneſs by which we are juſti- 
0 fied. To deny him in the Divine Nature, is to deny him 
in the Merit of his Obedience. Now which ever of the 
Natures of Chriſt is denied, there is a Fundamental of 
„ Keligion denied, and 1 do not ſtick to call it a damnable 
„He y. 2 Pet. ii. 1. But" there were falſe Prophets among 
the People, ar there ſhall bt falſe Teachers amo you, that- 
a Pall privily pring i in damnable erefies, denying ! th Lord that 
boug ht them. © © 
(3.) Hers an Heretick that aue the ReſurreQion of the 
Dead. The Reſurrettion is a Foundation - Principle of Re- 
ligion, and ſuch a Foundation Principle, that gverturn 
this and overturn all. For : here be no Reſurreckion from 
the Dead, then is mot C brift riſen; and if C briſt be not riſen, 
then is our Preaching vain (faith the Apoſtle) and your Faith 
is vain, yon are yet in your Sins. And aue alſo are fiund 
falſe Witneſſes,” in that we' have teſtified of God, that he hath 
raiſed Chrift "from the Dead, whom he hath not raiſed, if 
the Deal viſe "htbt again. This 1 a ney that ſtrikes at 
the whole Doctridè of the Goſpel to Wh era it; for if 
the A poſtles be found Liars in t ie, who! can believe them 
in any erf 1667 394.7! 

2. Members muſt be free from Principles of Honkbeall. 
ty, which lead to | mmorality i in- Practice, or elſe they are 
not fit to EF with: in Communion. | Revel, ii. 

14] haviia few agathf# thee, becauſe thou haſt there 
them"tha# e 4 44 Balaatn, hat taught Balak to 
Jay 4 tut ling br Chili of Ifrael, to eat 
Things offered 'to - obs," 77 — to commit F +: Ft %” 
thou haff\ chem adh there that hold the Doctrine of the Ni- 
colaitans, abbieh thing I hate. Theſe I think may alfo 
be ranked among ae ele; However, they muſt be re. 
formed or purged our, for when God brings a Charge a- 
gainſt a Church, if they repent mdt, he = remove the 
Calidboftiek out of his Place. 

5 LEI | 2h. 


2 Fundamentals, Ichi 
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1 mall handle 8 poſitiyely. Such may be ſaid to 
and in the Faith, that are ſound in the Fundamentals 

0 Religion. Now che Fundamentals of Religion may be 
ph: ht 1 int 0 A . 82 ohn xvii. 2, 3. 4 fr i 14 
ife Nh to know T. _trae God; and Jess 

| 2 rift whom thou haſt ſent. . 1 — are but a few; Words, 
ut they are . compiehenſive; to know God is to 
now him i Io. the Manner of his Subliftence, Three in One, 
and nod ng 19.7 hree, F ather, yon, and Spirit; It is to know 
Attributes, in his abſolute Sovereignty, his 

Wow, Jour re juſtice, Goodneſs and. ruth, 
| mor Jeſus hriſt is to know him to 
de the A1 between od and Men; to know him in 
His Natures, that he is God and Man, two Natures unit- 
ed in one; Man, that he might do and ſuffer the Wall of 
God; and God, that he migh: merit by doing and (of- 


fering DJ. ">: 
oy 1 him in bits Offices, a As bel rn a Me- 
diator, rophet, a Prieſt and a King, and that he is ſtil 


in the Exechtion of his Offices ;. that he was dead and is 
alive, and behold he liveth for evermore; that he is exalt- 
ed on the Rigbt-Hand of God, and is become a Prince and 
a Saviour; that he ever liveth to make Interceflion for 
us. We e not know Chriſt ari ght, a8 Mediator, unleſ⸗ 
* know him in all theſe x der Fer if he were on Barth, 
be - ſhould not be a Prisft, +: viii. 4. that is, he. ſhould 
not be that great High- rieſ that God had promiſed; 
thereſore to know him aright is to know him to be a 
Prieſt ſor ever. A Prieſt no he is in Heaven, as well 
as he was when he was upon Earth; a 3 for ever, 
I a King for ever. w ſuch. as are ſoꝝnd in theſ 
uk may in 4 Seen be Gad u 
be ſound in the Faith. There are ie 15 aun in Re- 
ligido, but what Fee under on of theſe Heads. 
QObjed. But ſome may ſay, 15 is tolbh for a May 
to aun all —4 in Profeſſion, and et may hold ſems Errors 
. confequence of which may Le a; deniul of ſome ane Branch 
or other of theſe Fundamentals. For or inflance, He may proſe 
that God is a juft and rig bree God, and yer. deny that by 
bath 75 arged the Principal, immediteiy Hp0y Satisfaction 


mad ly Erle Hts: 475 eee 4 a Tighice « 
In te fuch a one àn Heretith “ | Ao ried 
Ianſwer, in the neghtidve. | Hereſy Fr not 8 in, a 
conſcquensial denying of dome fundamental Truth, but in 
a ditect denial» — Now if that Truth that is conſe- 
quentially denied, be profeſſedly owned and maintained, 
that Bet ſon, though be be guilty of Error in what he de- 
hies, is not a Hepettck thereby; For inſtances to deny that 
Jeſus Chriſt is come.in/the-Fleh, is to deny a fundamental 
Truth plainly tated-in-the: Wort ;, but to kee p up the Ob- 
ſervation; of the Cèremonies of the Law, 3 
and the -bke, was a conſequential. denial that Chriſt was 
come in the Fleſh; for it the Subſtance wits come, the 
dhadows were cealed. Vet many of the Church of the 
Jews that did believe Jeſus Chriſt was come, were zea - 
lous of all theſe, A Xxi. 21. But never dealt with as 
Hereticks; nor was there ever ſuch advice given by Paul, 
or any other Apoſtle. We malt then have a care we do 
not go about to make Men Hereticks by conſequence. ,. — 
3/z.-ECharch-Members muſt be ſuch as are of a holy Con- 
— — If they live in Imindralities, and will dot be 
reclaimed, they muſt be tjected ; there muſt not be a wick- 
ed Man (that is, a Man who by his Converſation is known 
to be wicked} that muſt — in a Church - ſtate; 1 Cor. 
v. I Wherefore. AY oo from. gy e 
Pans) R ue GN 
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1 HAVE ſhowed. yon the Boundvof an Inflitoted Chuich, 
with reſpett to the, Members thereof. And Churches 
had need to be careful abat they do not receive Inch as are 


The 


Ix. 1 545 
» | \ . 


NA «Ml 418 +}; 


doc duty qualified for Communion, - 


80 The Inſtitution and Government 
The firſt Thing then that I would caution: Churches to 
beware of, is, That they do not ſet the Door of the Sandy. 
 ary-tvo'wide 5 we ſhould take the Meaſure of the going in. 
to the, Houſe as exactly as we ſhould Meaſure the going 
out thereof. When the Man with the meaſuring Line in 
his Hand came to the Temple, Exel. iv. 12. the firſt 
thing he meaſured was the Poſts of the Door, the Sides, 
and the Breadth and the Height thereof. And when the 
Houſe was to be ſhewed to the Houſe of I/ael, and the 
- whole Faſhion thereof, that they might meaſure the Faſh- 
Jon thereof, Ezeh, xliii. 10. 11. He was to ſhew them 
the goings out thereof and the goings in thereof. 80 
that we had need to take the juſt Meaſure of the Door by 
the Word, that it may not be too wide. If you afk me 
when the Dovr of the Sanctuary is too wide? I anſwer, 
when it lets in ſuch as are not viſible. Saints, ſuch as we 
have no ground to conclude, neither by their Profeſſion 
nor Converſatios, that there is any real change wrought 
in them. I Would offer here a few Things to be conſidered, 
J. Such cannot be ſaid to be added by the Lord, and 
thereſore not to be received by the Church. Such as are 
- added-by the Lord are ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, Ads ii. 47. 
And the Lord added io the Church daily ſuch as ſhould be 
Javed. They-are not added according to the Lord's Pre- 
ſcription; Pſa}; xxiv. . Abo pball aſcend into the Hill 
of Cod, and who ſhall ſtand in his Holy Place? He that bath 
clean Hands and a pure Heart, &c. Such are the Worſhip- 
pers that God ſeeks for, op 
2. Sach as have no change wrought in their Hearts wil 
be but little advantage to the Church when received: like 
a glaſs Eye in the Head, or a wooden Leg in the Body, 
there can be no ſpiritual Communion with them, what- 
ever outward Communion there may ſeem to be. Did! 
fay, like a glaſs Eye or a wooden Leg? Truly the Simili- 
tude is too high. A glaſs Eye, though it hath not a ſee- 
ing faculty, yet it is for Ornament: But ſuch Members 
are not an Ornament, but rather a Shame to the Church. 
The Body may reſt on a wooden Leg, but there is no trult 
to be put to ſuch Members as theſũſwwwe. 
ops? HOHIMgBYs 10h bein 3. Such 


3. Such as have no Change wrou kt in them, may fav: 
baby prove very Preidel to he Chareh. 
For (1,) They lie fearfully open to T 


ions, Lav: 


ing no e Armour to * themſelves, if chere 


be na real change in them z they have not gut on the Breaft> 
Plate of Righteon/n/1, nor the Shield of Faith, by which the 
fery Darts of the Devil ud be gurnehed. 

(2.) There is a ſubtile and — Enemy to aſſaelt 
wem, who.; will endeavour to make his Inroads into a 
Church by ſach as theſe, He with make his atiempt 
where there is leaſt reſiſtante to Be made. 


baited his defare of gain this Way. e ſaw that he could 
play. the. "Thief for Money, and now he tries whether. he 
would play the Traitor 2 Money alſo; and accordingly 
it takes with him. Ile filled — Hear of Anania: and 
Sappbira, to lie to the, Holy Ghoſt. . 

(3) Such have do one Cortoptian mtortified, though 
pofibly, ſome we pots may be .teſtrained for a Time. 


'There egg e Principle of Grace, there can be no ſuck 


1 nung. 4 Work of Mortification beguts in the Soul: And 
When Temptation is ſuited. to unmortified. W cee 
there 1 Dare Jy that it will ſbon take. 

(.) In. 2 chemſelves to the Church, they. do not 
join in Obedience to the Will of God, not out of Love to 
the Peop le of God, nor with any defire to anſwer the Ends 
of Chorcks;Gommunion' ; for they have ng'Pridciple that 
leads to it, but ſome. baſe Ends of their own, Which Ends 
they will endeavour to purſue; and ſo by their Miſtarriages, 
which they are not likely to be free from: long together, 
they will fll the Hearts of thoſe that are ſincere Sith Grief, 
and their Hands with Work. 

(1.) They will fill their Hearts with Grief, that there 
ſhould be fuch Miſcarriages among them, by which the 
Name of God is diſhonoured, and the Ways of God evil 
ſpoken of. Many avalk; ſaith the Apoſtle, Faubom I have 
told you often, and now tell. you even weeping, that they are the 
Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt; thtir God is their Belly, therr 
725. is their Shame, their end is Deſtruction; they mind cart h- 

ale The Ways God ate evil ſpoken of, and Sin- 


ners 


.of a. vifhle Church F Chriſt." 81 


Hie entered in- 
to Tugas,. and put him upon betraying his Maſter; he 


| 
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ners are prejudiced agaĩnſt them by ſuch as theſe, This is 
Matter of Grief tothe'Godly. © 
2.) The Churches Hands are like to be filled with Work, 
by the often Complaints that will be brought againſt them. 
It is not eaſy to get rid of ſuch Members when once they 
are in, either for want of ſufficient Witneſs, (for one Wit⸗ 
neſs will not do) or from their feigned Repentance, 
Churches doſometimes groan a great while before they can 
get rid of ſuch Members. And laſt of all, when they are 
cut off, that is with Grief too; though they be gangrened 
hrs, Aer there is trouble in ſeparating them from the 
Body: 2 Cor. xii," 21. 1 fear that when I come my God will 
bumbli me among you, and that I ſhall bewail any that have 
finntd, and have not repented of their Uncleanneſs and Forni- 
ration and Laſciwiouſugſi, 'awhich they have committed, 
4. Confider, ſuch as have no Change wrought in their 
Hearts, are in Danger of going out irregularly, and leaving 
their Place in the Church, either when they have ſerved 
their Tarn, and their baſe Ends are anſwered ; or when 
— ſee they were miſtaken in their Meafures, and their 
Ends are never like to be anſwered. 1 J ii. 19. Thy 
avent owt from un, but werd not all of ut; for” if they kad 
been of us, they would no doubt have tontinurd abifh us ; but 
they wwent out from us, that they might be made maniſfzſt that 
they <vere not all of us. They were the Sons of Hagar, not 
of the free Woman, but of the bond 


- »., Secondly; Churches had need beware that they do not 
keep the Door of the Sanctuary too cloſe, and too narrow, 
making it too ſtraĩt and too narrow, by clogging the Terms 
of Commynion' with unneceſſary Things: They may not 
make that a bound of Communion that God never made a 
bound. If you aſk me when the Door is too narrow, ! 
anſwer, when the Terms of Communion are ſuch, that Per- 
ſons truly fearing God, and willing to come under theDiſ- 


cipline of Chriſt in his Church, are ſhut out. 
1. Then Churches ſhould not be too ſtrict in Points of 
leſſer concern, when Perſons are ſound in Fundamentals 
and of a holy Converſatio .. 

have already ſhewed, that the Fundamentals of Reli- 
ligion in point of Knowledge are brought into a narrow 
9 | Compal. 
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. WE Compaſs. This is life eternal, to know thee to be the 
true God, and Jeſus Chriſt aubom thou haſt ſent. Here indebd 
is much comprized, as I have likewiſe ſhewed already. But 
k, Hit is poſſible that there may be ſome particular Principles 
m. held by ſome Churches, that a Perſon can ſee no ground 
bor in the Word. For inſtance, ſome ate of Opinion that 
it WW it is the Duty of all baptized Believers to come under Im- 
ce. poſition of Hands, and this is made one bound of Com- 
n munion, and other Things that I could name; and no Com- 
ay | munion to be had without ſubmitting thereunto. Whe- 
wt ther ſuch Things are Duties or not, I ſhall not now deter- 
tue Wl mine. Vet I think they are a clog to the Conſcience when 
ey are made the Terms of Communion; and Conſcience 
27* may be tried with. it two Ways. $3 m1 
ni · (1.) A Perſon may think it a Duty in itſelf, to come un- 
| der Impoſition of Hands, but not ſuch as that the want of 


en Light in it ſhould block up the Way of all others; there- 
— fore though he could ſubmit to it himſelf, yet he cannot 
bo do it under this Conſideration, EET | : 
er. (2.) There are others that are of the Judgment that it 


wy is no Duty, nor ever was to be performed to ſuch an 
0 if End as to form a Perſon a Member of a Church; no nor 
war yet that it was or is a Duty for every baptized Believer, 
5% o come under Impoſition of Hands to any End what- 
9 4 ſoever, nor can he in Conſcience ſubmit to it: Tell me 
not chen whether ſuch an Impoſition does not bar the Door 
al the Sanctuary too cloſe, I do not find ſuch Impoſitions 
as theſe put into thoſe Confeſſions of Faith, that ſtand on 
Record in the Word, nor any Thing but what is comprized 
in the Fundamentals of Religion. All the ConfeTion that 
Peter made, Matt. xvi. 16. Was, Thou art Chriſt the Son of 
be living God; which Confeſſion Chriſt commends, and 
tells him, that Flißb and Blood had not revealed this to him, 
but his Father who was in Heaven; and further declares, 
Upon this Rock. auill I build my Church, not on Peter, nor on 
Peter's Faith, but on Chriſt ſo confeſt, who was the Ob- 
ect of Peter's Faith. Here are but a few Words, but here 
Is much comprized in them, here is Chriſt confelt in both 
his Natures, and the Union thereof, thou who art the Son 
of Man art the Son of God; he is here confeſt e 
ces 
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Offices alſo, thou art Chriſt, he owns him to be the Anoiht. 
ed of the Lord: God's Chriſt and God's Anointed is the 
ſame Thing, P/al- ii. 2. Compared with Ads iv. 26. He 
that 1s 755 wes Anointed in the Palms, is ealled his ' Chriſt 


in the 44s. Now as he is the Lord's Anointed; he is Pro- 


phet, Prieſt, and King: Luke iv. 18. The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon mt, becauſe the Lord hath aninted me to preach 
the 1 unto the Poor, there is his Prophetical Office; 
to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, there is his Kingly 
Office; and to open the Priſon-doors, or to et at Liberty 
thoſe that are bound, there is hie Prieſtiy Office. And the 
Son is not only owned in his Natures, in his Offices, but 
the Father alſo, ts Son of the living God; here is nothing 
in this Confeſſion but what reſp os Fundamentals, nor 
was there more in the Confeſſion of the Eunnch, Acts viii. 
37+ ¶ believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God. Nor do! 
think there was more in the Confeſſion that was made by 
the three thouſand, Ad ii. 41. Upon which they were 
baptized and added unto the Church. And I have theſe 
Reaſons for it: (1.) Becauſe Chriſt tells us, that upon this 
Rock (that is upon Chriſt fo confeſt, as Peter had confeſt 
him) be avould build his Church. 

(2.) Becauſe theſe new Converts had but little Time to 
be made acquainted with leſſer Points of Divinity; the Sub- 
ſtance of the Doctrine preached to them antecedent to 
their Converſion, is contained in the preceding Part of the 
Chapter, wherein the Fundamentals of Religion are declar- 
ed in a great Meaſure; and it was upon the owning, receiv- 
ing, and embracing that Doctrine, they were baptiſed and 
added to the Church. Then they that gladly received the 
Mord, were baptized, and the ſame Day there wwere added unte 
them about three theuſand Souls. 

2. Churches may not be too firift in enquiring into their 
Experiences, as to the particular Time and Means of their 
| Converſion; poſſibly the Work may be carried on fo 
gradually with ſome, eſpecially with ſuch as have been 
brought up in religious Families, that they may not be 
able to give a particular Account, and yet may be able to 
| erden On Truth of their e | 
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of a viſible Church of Chriſt. _ "> 
Some have'known the holy Scriptures from their Child- 
hood, and ſo their Change, as to Time and Means, is not 
ſo perceivable as others. Others it may be are but of little 
ſtanding in Religion, and large Experience requires a large 
Time ef ſtanding in Profeſſion, in Order to the attaining 
of it. What if the moſt that they can ſay in point of Ex- 
perience be this, They know that they were blind, now they ſee; 
they were ignorant of Chriſt in his Natures, in his Offices; 
they could ſee no Beauty or Excellency-in him, wherefore 
they ſhould deſire him: But now Jeſus Chriſt is precious 
to them, precious in his Natures, in his Offices, in his 
Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, precious in his Inter- 
ceſſion. Is not this a Sign of Faith? 1 Pet. ii. 7. To you that 
believe he is precious. If they can experience that Sin was 
once loved and delighted in, but now they hate it; is not 
this a Sign of the Fear of God?- Prov. viii. 13. The Fear of 
the Lord is to hate Evil, &c. If they can experience this, 
that the People of God that once they hated, are now be · 
come the Objects of their Love, is not this a Mark or Cha- 
rater of their being diſcipled unto Chriſt? John xiii. 
35. By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye 
have love one to another. Thenew Birth 1s certainly paſt on 
the Soul, where there is fincere Love to the Brethren. 
ze No Miſcarriage, eitherof a former or a latter Date, if 
ruly cepented of, may block up the Way to Communion. 
1.) Not of a former Date, I mean ſuch as precedes the Date 
of Converſion: 1 Cor. vi. 11. Such were ſome of you, but ye 
are waſhed, 8&c., What were they? I anſwer, Fornicators, 
(dulterers, Effeminate, Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, 
dolators, Drunkards, Thieves. J heſe were great Immorali- 
ies, but being repented of, they were no Bar to Com- 
union. (2.) If Miſcarriages be of a later Date, ſince 
,onverſion, if repented of, theſe may not block up the 
ay to Communion: Luke xvii. 3, V he repent, forgive 
bim. If a Perſon that is in Communion be guilty of Miſ- 
arriages, and do indeed repent, he is not to be caſt out. 
y the ſame Reaſon that one is not to be caſt out, the 
ther may not be kept out: The Inceſtuous Perſon being 
alt out, he was as if he had never been received in; yet 
pon Repentance was received again, 2 Cor. v. 6, 7. 


4. Indigency 
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way in Time grow negligent of their Duty, and may be 
may be, böt this hath been, therefore it may. The Church 
their Duty, by giving them a ſharp reproof, charging chen 
to put away from among them i bat wicked Perſon; yet though 


brought to a Senſe of their Evil, and had been humbled 


 ewhen 1 come again, my God will humble me among you, ani 


The Inſtitution and Government 
4. Indigency or Poverty may not block up the Way ; ſl biet 


though the Church do foreſee that ſuch are like to be bur. ir P 


denſome to them, they may not ſhut the Door againſt them trin. 


= 
* 


to prevent it. The Lord hath made other Proviſion in this 


caſe; he hath appointed Officers, Deacons, to look after — 
the Poor, and Churches, according to their Abilities, are 2. 
td relieve them, and ſhould truſt him who miniſters Sced, I it is 
and multiplies the Seed ſown, for the increaſe of Abi - 75 


lities by which they may be able to relieve them, and take I p,;7 
2 e Promiſe ſo to do. The Lord hath from 
id, that he that ſoaueth beunti fully ſhall reap bcuntifully; but 


he that will ſow but ſparingly can expect no other but to * 
reap ſparingly. | . verſ 
'hirdly, Churches had need beware, that they do not I 2 


indulge Immoralities in them, nor in any one Member gene 
—_. ' - 8 $ 
1. Conſider, Churches duly conſtituted in the firſt Place, 


too Indulgent in this particular; that which hath been 


of Corinth let alone the Inceſtuous Perſon, did not bring 
him under dealing, till the Apoſtle rouſeth them up to 


they had ſuch fair warning in this Caſe, and had been 


under it, 2 Cor. vii. 8, 9, 10. they forrowed after a godly 
Sort; the Effect of which was Carefulneſs to pleaſe God, and 
Fearfulneſs to offend; yet it was net lang after before they 
fell into the ſame Miſcarriage , and became guilty of the 
like Indulgence; 2 Cor. xii. 20. I fear, ſaith Paul, that 
when I come among you I ſhall not find you ſuch as I would, an f 
that I ſhall be found of you ſuch as you would, not; left tben (. 
be Debates, Backbitings, Whiſperings, Swellings, Tumulti, 
Envyings, Wrath, Strife. Are not theſe Immoralities? HHAitt 
this be not clear enough, read the next Verſe ;_ And 1% 


that I ſhall bewail many who have finned already, and baus nf 
repented of their Uncleanne/s, and Fornication, and Laſci vi- 
euſne/s, which they have committed, What a heap of [mii 

| | 1 pietin 
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ay } pieties are there here committed and indulged? The Church 
"ur- ¶ of Pergamos likewiſe had ſuch among them as held the Doc- 
nem WW trine of Balaam, and of the Nicolaitans, ſuch as were 
his principled to Idolatry and Fornication, and that did en- 
after WW deavour to principle others. | 
Are 2. It is an evil for Churches to indulge Immoralities, as 
ced, I it is a neglect of Duty and a breach of Rule. any Man be 
4 Fornicater, or Covetous, or an Idalator, or a Drunkard, or a 
Railer, with ſuch a one no not to cat: Put away therefore 
hath from among you that wicked Perſon, and purge out the old 
; but ¶ Leaven, that you may be a new Lump, 1 Cor. v. 1 
ut to 3. If Immoralities are indulged, God will have a Contro- 
| verſy with ſach Churches, ſooner or later, I have /ome- 
not ¶ what again}? thee (ſaith God). It was this ſinful Indul- 
ery that God had to charge them with, Rev. ii. 14. 
ow if God does once commence his Action againſt a 
Church, he will go on with it; if he begin, he will alſo 
make an end, he will either reform or unchurch them. 
Rev. ii. 5, Remember from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do thy firſt Works; or elſe I wil! come unto thee quickly, 
and remove thy Candleſtick out of its Place, unleſs thou repent,' 
He calls upon every Church, againſt whom a Charge is 
brought, to repent. And when the Lord goes thus far, 
| am apt to think he will go farther, he will not ſpare one 
Church more than another; therefore it is good for him 
that hath an Far, to bear what the Spirit ſaith to the Churches. 
4. Immorafities indulged in a Church ſtrike at the Ef-. 
ſence and being of a Church, as theEffencs is conſidered. 
Was the Matter of a Chutch. The Matter of a Church I ave 
the de w ed already are viſible Saints, fuch as in the judgment 
Jof Charity are inherently holy; but Immoralities indulged. 
11 ſoon deſtroy their viſible Sandiity. i 
(J.) It ſtrikes at the Effence of a Church in reſpect of 


he ſpreading and ſouring Nature thereof. Kzoww you not, 
Nich the Apöſtle, zhar a little Lea ven lea veneth the whole 
L? There is no way to prevent its ſpreading, but by 
orging it Gut. Perſons are in danger to leaven by evil 
Examples, though they are too backward in following that 
hich is good. Jh being in Pharaoh's Court, had 
karned to Near by the. Life * 1/rael were — 
L | 2 ed: 
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led among the Heathen, and they learned their Works, 
fal, evi. 35. | MT 


(2. They ſtrike at the Eſſence of 2 . u that th be ; 


Church becomes relatively guilty thereby of the ſame Im. 
moralities that are indulged by them. They cannotcommu- 


nicate with ſuch as are known to be guilty of [mmoralities, 


but they contract relative guilt thereby: Hag. ii. 11, 12, 
13. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, aſt now ihe Prief concern- 
ing the Law, ſaying, If a Man bear holy Fliſb in the Skirt 


of his Garment, and with his Skirt touch Bread, or Pottage, or 


Wine, or Oyl, ſhall it be clean? And the Priefts ſaid, ns, 
Ver. 13. Then/aid Haggai, If a Man. be unclean by touching a 
dead Body, and touch any of theſe, ſhallit be unclean? And the 
Priefts anſwered and ſaid, it ſhall be unclean, Ver, 14. 
T hen. anſwered Haggai, and ſaid, So is this People, and ſo is 
this Nation, faith the Lord; and. ſo is every Work of their 


Hands : and that which they offer it is unclean. In one kind 


or other the whole Nation were relatively guilty. Parallel 
with this is the Caſe of a Church where moral Evils are in- 
dulged. The Apoſtle exhorts the Corinthians to flee from 
3 ; the Argument with which he inforceth his Ex- 


hortation wasthis, The Cup of Bkfing which we bleſs, is it 
not the Communion of the Blood of C brift ? and the Bread 


Thich wwe break, is it not the Communion of the Body of Chriſt? 
fer we being many are one Bread and one Body; for we are all 


fartakers of that one Bread. Behold Iſrael after the Fliſb; 


Are not they wwho eat of the Sacrifice partakers of the Altar ? 
M hat joy I then, that the Idol is any thing, or that which is 


offered in Sacrifice is any thing ? But this 1 ſay, that the Things 
which the Gentiles Jacrifice, they ſacrifice to Devils, and nit 
to God. And I would- not that you ſhould have fellowſbip 
with Devils, 1 Cor. x. 14.—2 1. Thoſe that did join with 
the Gentiles in their Idol Worſhip, were guilty of their [do- 
latry: Though Ido not think they deſigned to worſhip the 
Idol, yet they eating of the Sacrifice, were Partakers of the 
Altar. And ſuch as did afterwards join with them in the 
Supper, were relatively guilty ; Er they being many, 
were one Bread, and one Body; the firſt were unclean by 
communicating with the Gentiles, and the ſecond by com- 
manicating with them: Though they did not touch the my 

* ä | Fs ody 


Na viſible Clur of Clif _ & 
5, ody themſelves, yet they were unclean by touching him 
J tha; did, FFF. 5 i 
(.) There is relative Guilt 8 by the Whole, in 
not exerting that Power Chriſt hath put into their Hands, 


* 


u- either to reclaim or purge oat ſuch as are guilty, Thoſe 
5, Immoralities will become the Evils of the Whole, thongk 
2, N commiited but by a Part, becauſe indulged bythe Whole ; 


this Leaven will in this reſpect Leaven the whole Lump. 


irt Fourthly, Churches had need beware that they do not 
or receive Children into the Church, nor own them to be 
1, Members in an Infant State. - 8 | 
ga 1. Conſider there are many who I hope fear the Lord, 
tbe WE that are perſwaded, and do highly plead for it, that Chil-- 
14. eren are Church-Members in an Infant State; this bath been 
%a Bone of Contention among the People of God a great 
heir (while, though thoſe that maintain it are not yet agreed on 
ind the verdi&, nor who ſhall ſpeak for them. Some look on 
nel Hall Children tobe Church-Members, whoſe Parents do ver- 


in- bally own Jeſus Chriſt, thou h theygive noTokensofaWork. 
om iſof Grace on their Hearts, but the contrary. Others will. 
Ex- put by Baſtards : And a third Sort look on thoſeonly to be 


Church-Members, that are the Children of one or both Pa-: 


read rents, who are in the Judgment of Charity true Believers, 
iſt? fourth Sort look on thoſe. only to be Church-Members, . 

8 all hoſe Parents one or both are Members of an Inſtituted 
; hurch, that they and their Children are Members toge- 
ar? her; and they are ſo declared by the Independents-and the 

ch 15 WP recbyterians, in the late uniting that was amongſt them. 
ings lere are four Opinions, and but one Truth, therefore 

{ not res: of them are miſtaken; and I doubt not but the 
v/bip ourth is miſtaken alſo, and that this one Truth. is not to- 
with e found among theſe four Opinions. 3 
[do- 2. Some are hardly come. to a Reſolution, whether they £ 
p the. re bora Members, or whether they are made ſo by Bape” | 
f the iſm. Sometimes they bleſs God when a Child is ſprinkled, 

1 the hat now there is another Member added to the Church; 
van), nd ſometimes they plead, that they are Church- Members, 
n by nd therefore have a right to Baptiſm: I ſhall not now 
com- ffer all that may be ſaid againſt it, becauſe it might be a 
dead ¶Mfepetition of what hath been written already; and there-- 
Body re J refer the Reader to the third Chapter, and only 


H 3. mention 


— 
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mention the Abſurdities that follow this Principle, - to be. 
„ Oe ok a Sands: 
1}, Such as receive Children into an Inſtituted Church, 
receive themi to Communion with themſelves, and yet do 
not allow them Communion in any one Church-Ordinance 
peculiar to the Church ; nor have-they more Communion 
with them than they have with thoſe that are without, 
ſuch as they themſelves do look on as no Members. I ſpeak 
of the ſtricteſt of them, ſuch as take in no more than the 
Children of ſach as are Church-Members. As for Bap- 
iſm, it is not an Ordinance of an Inſtituted Church, nor 
is it adminiftred as ſuch, that ought to be adminiſtred an- 
tecedentto Church-Memberſhip. The Jaylor and his Houſe 
were not Church Members (that is, not of an Inſtituted 
Church) when they were baptiſed, nor yet the Eunuch, nor 
the three Thouſand, A&s ii. 41. I cannot but look on 
this as an Abſurdity, to receive them às Members, and 
not admit them ta Communion with them in any Ordi- 
nance peculiar to the Church; ſeeing we have no pre 
cedent under the Gofpel-Diſpenſation, of one Member that 
was ever debarred a Church-Ordinance, unleſs by his 
diſorderly walking he gave the Church occaſion to debar 
him, which muſt in ſuch a Caſe be done by a Church-Cen. 
ſure: Now here is no Cenſure, no Communion. The whole 
Church, Ads ii. 42. continued in the Apoſtles Doctrine and 
Fellowſhip, and breaking of Bread, and Prayer. But whit 
Fellowſhip hath any Church with theſe Infant Members? 
or what Fellowſhip: can they have with them ? I do not 
find one Member ofthe Church of Corinth debarred Com- 
munion with the Whole in the Supper; 1 Cor. x. 16, 17, 
The Cup of Bleſſing which wve ble/5, is it not the Communin 
of the Blood of Chrift ? the Bread which aue break, is it nt 
the. Communion of the Body of Chriſt * for ave being many, 
are one Bread, and one Body, for we are all partakers of thit 
ene Bread. How could the Apoſtle make good this, if 
all their Children had been a Part of that one Body, 
and not one of them permitted to take of taat one Bread? 
either their Children did partake of that one Bread, or 
elſe they were no Part of that one Body, 
A 24 Abſurdity is this; They are owned as An 


ef a viſible Church. of Chri. ax 
8. of the Church, but never brought under Dealing in their 

Childhood, whatever Miſcarriages they are guilty of; they 
h, are Church-Members, but not brought under the Diſci- 
do line of the Church ; not one rule of Diſcipline laid down - 
in the Word, that ever is obſerved or put in practice with 


reſpe& to Children. What Church-Member ever con- 
ut, cerned himſelf to go to them in private, and to tell them 
ak their Faults; and if they did not hear him, to take one or 
the two with him; and if he did not hear them, to tell it unto 
ap- the Church? Produce an Inſtance of one Church, that 
nor ever obſerved that Rule, with reſpe& to theſe childiſh 
an- Members. Either they are no Members, or elſe Churches 
uſe are altogether negligent of their Duty towards them. But 
ted grant they are no Members, 5 Churches cannot plead 
nor not guilty, while they own them to be ſuch, and yet not 
on concern themſelves with any of their Miſcarriages; own 
and them to be Members, and yet never deal with them as 
di- Members. | | 4 ee 1 | 
pre A 34 Abſurdity is this: They are never dealt with oy 
that WI the Church, when grown up to Vears of Diſcretion ;thoug 
his never ſo prophane, Swearers, Drunkards, unclean Perſons, 
ebar they are never brought before the Church in order to be 
den · ¶ reformed or rejected, but remain Church-Members to their 
hole dying Day, if ever they were ſach. What a deal of Immo- 
and Nrality is there then indulged in ſuch Churches? If theſe 
what WW be Church-Members, there is not only alittle Leaven in 
ders! ſuch Lumps, but a great deal; it may be three Meaſures 
0 not of Leaven to one Meaſure of Meal. * 1 
Dom. A 4th Abſurdity is this: If God touch any of their 
„ 17. Hearts with a Senſe of their Duty, ſo as to defire Commu- 


run 


nion with the Church in the Supper of the Lord, they re- 


it u ceive him after the ſame Manner as they would the Child 
mam, of an Alien, or the Child of a Pagan. They muſt make a 
F thi Confeſſion of their Faith, give an Account of their Expe- 
nis, if riences, come under the ſame Engagements: But what 


Body, need all this, or any of it, if they were Members of the 
read fame Church from their Infancy ? He was never caft out, 
ad, ol hy muſt he now be received?! What rule do yon go by 

when you receive ſuch as were Members before? Here 1s 
no Addition made to the Church by ſuch as theſe, If you 


mber! 


) fays 3, 
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fay, they are now added by the Lord: Then I would aft, » 


by whom ? the ſame Perſons were added in their Infancy IM 7: 
The Lord adds none to the Churth chat were Members of C 
the ſame Church before. Where do you ever read of a. n 
Perſon twice added to the Church, that was added before, tc 
and then added again, having not been caſt out ? I do not at 
offer theſe Abſurdities to ſhame thoſe whoſe Principle and ch 
Practice it is, but to warn thoſe who are at preſent free M 


both in Principle and Practice, to be careful! for the fu- ve 
ture that they remain fre. | 
Fithly, Churches had need be careful they do not affect a wi 
Legiſlative Power, a Power of making Laws to govern by, ha 
There is the Principle of that old Corruption in us, that thi 
firſt began to work Miſchief. in the World.. Men would the 
be as Gods, rather govern. than be governed. 80 
1. Conſider, there are a great many that profeſs them - be 
ſelves the Churches of Ckiif, that have too much affected the 
this Legiſlative Power; ſome have graſped it into their ent 
Hands, as appears by thoſe Volumes of Canon Laws that tho 
are extant, the Breach of which, if not each of them, ex- Au 
oſes their Members to Excommunication. Others have C 
wen after it, but through Mercy can not yet attain it. by t 
2. To affect a Legiſlative Power, is to affect an Uſurpa- WI AQ 
tion, I may ſayin relpeRtof the Government ofthe Church Chu 
in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs. The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is may 


auer Lawgiver, the Lord is our King, and he will ſave us. In I: 
civil Things I grant the Magiſtrate hath a Legiſlative ¶ Dec 
Power, and Churches as well as others are bound to obey for t 
them, and that for Conſcience ſake ;. but in Matters of More: 
Religion Conſcience is immediately under the Kingly Wprea 
Office of Chriſt, who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Day, 
+ There is no need for Churches to make Laws: Chriſt hic 
hath made enough to their Hand; there is no Caſe that from 
can fall out, but there is ſome Rule or other reacheth (2. 
that Caſe, ſome Law ox other is ſuited to it; there is a rally 
Rule to deal with Hereticks, and a Rule to deal withimmo- 25 
ral Perſons, and alſo to deal with ſuch as are idle and buſy (a. 
ies, that. would eat the Bread of others for nought: The Elder 
hurch. may withdraw from ſome, and they may reject Mould 
is no 


others;.ſo that Churches may very well content — 
: V4 
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with an executive Power, and not endeavour. to be Legiſ- 


ö ſators. Chriſt hath made better Laws already then ever 
f Churches did or can make. It is true, Chriſt hath not 
1 made Laws to impriſon the Body, nor yet to force Members 
5 to compound for their Offences for a Sum of Money; there 
t are no Fees to be had by the Laws of Chriſt : but be it ſo, 
d this ſhews it was never the Mind of Chriſt that Church- 
e Members ſhould be under, or that Churches ſhould go- 

1 vern by ſuch penal Laws. WT | Fe 
4. If Churches make Laws to govern by, either they 
2 will be infignificant; or too ſignificant ; either they muſt 
Ye have a Penalty annexed to them, or not. If not, then 
at. they are toothleſs Laws, then no Body will regard them; 

d the Conſcience they cannot bind, being merely humane. 
So that they will be altogether infignificant.- And if there 
m- be a Penalty annexed, then they will ſignify too much; 
ed. they will be as a Net woven to catch ſuch as are conſci- 
eir entious, who cannot ſubmit to any ſuch Legiſlative Au- 
hat Wl thority, without letting fall their Teſtimony to the Kingly 
ex · Authority:of ad a thien th 
ave O4jea.-But ſome may ſay, that there were Decrees made 
6 by the Apoſtles and Elders at the Council held at Jeruſalem, 
-pa- Acts xv. which Decrees were ſubmitted to and received by the 
urch Churches, though no Penalty uns anhextd to them; Why thin 


rd is ay not the Church make Decrees ta be ſubmitted to:now? © 
In Ianſwer, (I.) there was nothing poſitive enjoined by thoſe 


tive Decrees, but ſome neceſſary Things to be abſtained from, 
obey for the ſake of others; which Abſtinence was but pro tem- 
rs of ore: for Moſes in old Time in every City hath them that 
nely preach him, being read in the Synagogues every Sabbath 
ords.. Day, Acts xv. 21. This is rendered as the reaſon of it, 
"hkrift. Which Reaſon was ver when the: Chriſtians, were ſeparated 
chat from their Synagogical Worſhip, 48s xix.g.. 
cheth (2.) We find ſome of thoſe Things which were not mo- 
e is a rally evil afterwards allowed, 1 Cor. viii. 4, 8. Chap. x. 
mmo- 25 — 29. . PETE A eee 
| buſy (3.) Theſe Decrees were made by the Apoſtles and 


Elders, which, Apoſtles were immediately inſpired, They 
ould ſay, I. /cemeth good to the Holy, Ghoſt and to Us. This 
ls no precedent for the Churches now to act by. It would 


2 The 
reject 
iſelves 
with 
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bs — — Preſumption now for a Church to make Decrees, 
to ſay, [r:Jetmethigeo# to the Holy Ghoſt and 10 Us. 

oy ) When fuch Laws are made that Chriſt never made, 
without doubt they will be proſecuted more ſtrictly than 
the Laws of Chriſt will be. For Churches would not af. 
fect a Legiſlative Power, TN did not affect an Intereſt 
of their own. Did they defi * to promote the Intereſt of 
Chriſt, the Execution ofhis would be the beſt Expe- 


dient to effect it; but they defi ning to promote their 
own Intereſt, he Execution of their own Laws, ſuited. b 


their Penalties to anfver that End, are the deſt e 
to Ns it. 


Containin e This s by evay. © Caution to perils 
"ea f 0 it F: C , n 


Kere 


Pr . puticates Moinbey'sr Meter Fader 
beware — not grow negligent in Keepfng kheit 


Place in the Charch. But dere, that T be not mfNAkeb, I 


do not call every abſence a NepH gence ; Pe. fond wi" be 
wentially debared either by Sicknefs or Werdet, 


would gladly be in their re, 9 — — a rain it. [ 
would here offer a few Thitgs to beconfietred. 


4: There i bse mack Nell gence tn HWY : This is eri. 


dent by common Experiebec; Meetings would hot be fo 
thin us they are, Fall were ſo diligent zu ſome are. This 
may be poked with grief; it is too evident that fuch Ob- 
ſtructions as would not block s Ae to outward Ad- 
vantage, do ſometimes block 5 to a Church - 
Meeting. This is to me a great W — glig ence 
and eas Wc and that "hers bs the 


the Iofirmitiesof vid Age, or many other Ways, that yet 
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| Kindneſs of their Youth, and the Love a Eſpaufals; 
, ſome. decay in their Zeal for God, and for his Worſhip. 
2. Such as negleft their Places inthe Church, are guilty 
7 of the Breach of Promiſe, and that of the moſt ſolemn 
8 Promiſe that ordinarily can be made; the Promiſe which 
they made in the Face of the Congregation, when they 
firſt ſat dawn in Communion; to which the Lord himſelf 
is a Witneſs, Perſons at their firſt imbodying do ſolemn- 
ly engage to attend the Worſhip of God in his Church; 
as God by his Providence ſhall give them Opportunity. 
Who can abſolve himſelf of his Promiſe, or plead 9+ 
guilty, if Negligence be the Cauſe of his Abſence ? Wilt 
not the Lord take notice of this? I remember thee, the 
Kindneſs of thy Youth, the Lowe of thine Eſpouſali; in the Day 
thou followedft me in. the Wilderneſs, Iſrael vas Holineſs t4 
the Lord, Jer. ii. 2, 3. And he doth alſo obſerve how 
negligent they were grown, and expoſtulates the Caſe with 
them, as you. may ſee in the following Partof the Chapter. 
z. The more Perſons neglect their Places, the more they 
may; I do not mean by allowance from the Word, but 


war Wi with growing more hard than they were at firt-Tt is much 
but Conſcience will check them for the firſt neglect; but 

| if it be not hearkened to, it will in-Time grow weary of - 
nes Smiting, and by Degrees grow dead to the Diſcharge of 
er; its Office, as. Perſons grow dead to the Diſcharge of 


their Duty. The way to keep Conſeience keen and lively, 
he i to hearken to it when it ſpeaks. Yetobſerve, when Con- 
10 , Cience gives off ſpeaking, it will not be altogether idle, 
der Conſcience will keep a Regiſter of your Negligence, and 
will have a Time to ſpeak again; it will lay your 
Miſcarriages before you, it may be as far down as the 


per. ins of your Youth : And ſuch as would not hearken to 
be ſo he Checks. of Conſcience, may poſſibly come to feel the 
This mart of a wounded Cqnſcience, and find it a Burden too 
\ Ob- "7 for them to bear. The Spirit fa Man will ſuſtain hit 
1 Ad. nfirmities, but a wounded Spirit who can bear ? Prov. xviii. 
ſurch- 4+ Ferſons do greatly prejudice themſelves by the Neg- 
nes ect of their Place, wk | | 
5 „, u.) They ſlip and loſe an Opportunity for Communion 
Fr n God, the Enjoyment of whom is the higheſt Bnjoy- 


tents The Lord dwells in Sion; bt walketh in the Midft of 
| the 
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the golden Candl{efticks ;: there the Lord is to be ſeen, there 
his Beauty is to be beheld :'P/al. xxvii. 4. That made David ne 
ſo deſirous f dwell in the Houſe of the Lord all the Days of CC 
his Life, to behold the Beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in 
his Temple. He could not have ſuch a fight of God as PI 
in the Sanctuary; and this ſets his Soul a longing, P/al. ſib 


Ixin.2. that be might ſee him, as he had ſeen him in the Sanc- 
tuary. Did not the Spouſe ſlip an Opportunity for Com- 
munion with her Beloved, when he ſtood calling with the 
moſt pathetical Expreſſions, ill his Locks avere wet with the 
Dew of the Night? and ſhe excuſes herſelf upon the ac- 
count of her Drowſi neſs and Slothfulneſs, not riſing up to 
open to him, till her Beloved had withdrawn himſelf, and 
was gone. God hath promiſed to meet his People in the 
Ways of his own Appointment: Iſa. Ixiv. 5. T hou meet- 
eft him that rejoiceth and.avorketh Righteouſneſs, that re- 
membereth thee in thy Ways, O God Such a meeting is 
both profitable-and pleaſant. (1.) It is profitable; if 
God meet you, he will bleſs you: Where JI record ny 
Name, there will I meet you, and there will I bleſs you, Exod, 
XX. 24. (24+) It is pleaſant ; I ſat under his Shadow with 
great delight, and his Fruitwas ſweet untomyT aſte, Cant. 11.3, 

(2.) It is prejudicial, in that the Means neglected is the 
Food of the Soul. Let a Perſon neglect his bodily Food, 
and he will ſoon grow lean; ſuch neglect their Food, their 
ſpiritual Food. There is the ſincere Milk of the Word, 
by which a Soul may grow: There is Food for every 
Faculty of the Soul, and every Grace of the Spirit to feed 
upon. Thy Words were found, and I did eat them; and they 
«were unto me the joy and rejoicing of my Heart, Jer. xv. 16, 
How many Words are dropt that might have been of Ad- 
vantage for quickening and for comfort, that you loſe the 
Benefit of, by your Abſence ? It was not a little Damage 
that Thomas ſuſtained by being abſent from that Evening“ 
Meeting, when, Chriſt came in the Midſt of them, and 
ſaid, Peace be unto yon The Ten had all their Doubts re. 
moved as to the Reſurrection of Chriſt, their Faith raiſed 
up to believe it, and their Souls comforted in it; but 


; . le 
Thomas was not with them. And now he could not receive WW. e 
Wit. 


the Report at ſecond Hand, though there were Ten 


neſles 
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x neſſes to atteſt the Truth of it; he ſeems now to be as much 
f confirmed in his Incredulity, as the others in their Faith. 
11 5. It is a bad En that ſuch as are negligent in their 
* Places, have but a little Enjoyment of God (at leaſt ſen - 


: ſible Enjoyment of him) when they are in them. They 
6 would ſurely be 2 Pea of the ſincere Milk of the 


Jehovah : Had they much ſenſible Enjoyment of God in 
his Ordinances, it would keep up Life and Power in the 
Things of God; this would ſet their Souls à longing after 
the Means, that ſo they might enjoy more of God; 
Pſal, Ixiii. 1, 2. My Soul thirfleth for God, yea longeth that 
I might ſee thy Power and thy Glory, as Ibave ſeen I het in the 
Sanctuary. The more we ſee of God, the more do we 
long after him. It was long before the Spouſe roſe up to 
open to her Beloved ; yet when ſhe came to the Door, and | 
her Hands dropt with Myrrh, and her Fingers with ſweet- 
ſmelling Myrrh upon the Handles of the Lock, then ſhe 
_ ter him; but her Beloved had withdrawn himſelf, 

and was gone, When he put in his Hand by the Hole of 
he Door, her Bowels were moved for him, and then ſhe. 
oſe up to open to him; and having a Scent of the ſweet» 
melling Myrrh that he had conveyed in by the Hole of the 
Door, ſhe could not be at reſt till ſhe had the Enjoyment 

ff him; foe ſought him, but ſhe found him not; foe called bim 
put he gave ber no anſeuer. At length ſhe breaks out and 
liſeovers her great Affection by the ardency of her deſire: 
charge you, O ye Damghters of Jeruſalem if ye cos my Be- 
wed, that ye tell bim that I am fick of Love. Some ſenſible 
aſtes of the Goodneſs of God ſet the Soul a longing after 

od. You ſee how David breaths after him; Pſal. xlii. 1, 
As the Hart panteth after the Water- Brooks, ſo longeth my 
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mage / after thee O God. ben ſhall I come and appear before 
* od? And he renders this as the Reaſon, Ver. 4. For I. 
88 2d gone with the Multitude, I went with them to the Houſe 
dts 1 r the Lord, with the Multi ud: of them that kept Holy - day: 
raiſed Be went with them, with the Voice of Joy and Praiſe; and 

3 but e Remembrance of theſe Things made him to pour out - 
— s Soul within him. i 

\ Wits 


neſſe 9, a Negligence - your Place is that which 


ſtrikes 


Word, had they any conſiderable Taſte of the Goodneſs. of 
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frikes at the Eſſence of a Church, the Eſſence 
ſidered as the Form thereof. The Church is a 
Houſe. Now a Houſe conſiſts of Matter and Form, and 
It receives the Denomination of a Houſe from its Form, 
Take the Materials aſunder, and it is no Houſe : If eve 
Member ſhould negle& their Place as fome do, the Houſe 
would ſoon be demoliſhed. Ca AG 
' 7. Negligence of your Place hath in it a 2 of the 
End of Church-Conſtitution: The End of a Church-State 
is, that God may be worſhipped by an incorporated Body, 
in a pecrliar Way from what he is worſhipped by others: Þ 
1 Pet. ii. 5. + alſo as lively Stones are Built up a ſpiritual Wil 5. 
Houſe, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices acceptable unto God by p 4 
Jeſus Chriſt, The End of Church-Communion Perſons * 
ſhould have in their Eye when they give up themſelves each 
to other; and this ſhould till be minded by them, as long 
as they ſtand in a Church-State, that they might bring thoſe 37 
Offerings that God calls for, come into bis Courts and wor- } 
ip the Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs, and give unto the Lord Wil © 
the Glory due unto his Name, If Members negle& their 


Places in the Church, they keep back from God his due: — 
In this reſpect there are a great many indebted to God. "Ry 
But here it may be enquired, What is to be done in caſt * 
Members are negligent in this Matter? | "Ip 
1 anſwer, (1.) They ſhould be privately admoniſhed by A 
their -Brethren, they ſhould enquire into the Reaſon of 
their Abſence, and exhort them to their Duty, that Negli- . 
gence become not habitual unto them; Heb. iii. 13. rer! 
exhort one another daily, left any of you be hardened through Wi * 
the Duceitfulneſi of Sin. Sin is of a deceitful Nature, and 98 
it may cheat Men by degrees, to the indulging themſelves ¶ ne | 
in the neglect of their Duty. This is one Remedy that 2 
God hath provided; Heb. x. 15. Not for/aking the aſen-Wi mad 
bling of your ſelves together, as the Manner of /ome is, but 1 
exhorting one another, &c. If each Member would obſerve this 
who were wanting, aud would, as they live near, enquire ¶ ¶ to e. 
into the cauſe of their Abſence, and admoniſh them Dat: 
their Duty where Negligence appeared, we might expect. Ct 
Bleſſing upon it, beeauſe it is a way of God's own appoint the n 
ing; but thoſe private Exhortations are too much wanting not c 
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(2.) If this will not take, the Church muſt deal with 
them ; and if the Caſe be apparent Negligence, and the 
Perſon remain obſtinate, and will not hear the Church, 
acknowledge his Evil, and endeavour Reformation, the laſt 
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4 


Remedy 1s to rejedt. 3 
| Not oy three Things on which the Church may 
roceed, ] xg) e 
g 1. Their breach of Promiſe, which was ſolemnly made 
when they firſt en gd into Communion, It is he that /peat- 
«th the Truth from his Heart, that ſhall abide in this holy Hill, 
P/al. xv. 1. If Men will not be perſwaded to keep their 
Promiſes, when it is in their Power ſo to do, can they be 
ſuppoſed to ſpeak the Trath from their Hearts when they 

firſt made them? | an; 

2. Neglect of Duty unto God. That negative Precept, 
Heb. x. implies a poſitive Duty; Net forſaking the afſem- 
bling of your ſelves yg mages. the Manner of ſome is, but 
exhorting one another, & c. What ſhould they exhort each 
other to, but to aſſemble and meet together to worſhip God, 
to keep their Places in the Church? f is their Duty to brin 
an Offering, to come into his Courts, to worſhip the Lord 
in the Beauties of Holineſs. All the Worſhip that God 
bath appointed to be perfomed in an Inſtituted Church, 
A Glory due to his Name; and ſuch as live in the neg- 
led of it, do keep back that from God which is his due. 

3- Obſtinacy, 1n thatthey do not, nor will not hear the 
Church when all due Means have been made uſe of to 
reclaim them: Tf he neglect to hear the Church, let him be 
to thee as a Heathen Man, or a Publican. N 

Seconaſy, Members had need beware that they be not 
negligent of their Duty of private Admonitions in Caſe o 
private Offences, known only to one or to a few, not yet 
made publick. r ETD 

1. Conſider, there is too great a neglect of this Duty; 
this is evident by Experience, and there is no other way 
to evidence it by. It is rare for Members to diſcharge this 
Daty as it ought to be. n 

2. There is a double Evil that doth commonly follow 
be neglect thereof. (I.) The Miſcarriage obſerved doth 
aot die in the Breaſt of him that obſerved it, there is veat 

„5 one 


the Apoſtle calls Whi/perers, Backbiters, ſuch as will whiſper Re 
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one way or other: Though he tells it not to him that hath of 
wen the Offence, to whom he is bound in Duty and Con- he 
Cience to declare it; it is much but it ſhall be told to A 
others, from whom he ought to conceal it, and fo it is hand- E. 
ed from one to another, till it may be it takes air in the 4. 
World: This is a declaring it to the reproach of thy N55 
Brother, when it ſhould 2 told to him for his Re- if 
covery. I cannot but think they were ſuch as theſe that wi 


in the Ear of one and another: And it is true, ſay they, but 
I would not have my Name brought in queſtion by any WI" 
Mean. What is this but Backbiting as well as Whiſpering; nt 
when a Perſon can bring his Brother's Name in queſtion to bre 
his Diſgrace, but is tender of his own, that nothing may ie 
reflect en himſelf, But here ſome may aſk, what may be a  /®: 
proper Remedy or Cure of this Diſtemper ? I anſwer, In * 
caſe one Member ſhould make it known to another, that this 
hath not dealt with his Brother in private, that Member 
ſhould deal immediately by the ſame Rule with him, lay (ll 0” 
his Fault open before him, ſhew him wherein he lies hon a. 
of his Duty to his Brother, in not dealing with him in pri- e 
vate, and likewiſe his evilin ſcandalizing his Brother, by 5 
| Diſcovering it to his reproach; and unleſs he acknowledge 
his evil in whiſpering and backbiting, aud go and deal 
with his Brother according to rule, he 1s to take one or 
two more with him; and if he neglect to hear them, he 
ſhould tell it unto the Church. And if this Courſe were 
conſtantly taken, I doubt not but there would ſoon be 
an End of whiſpering and backbiting. & 
(2.) Another Evil that commonly follows the neglect of 
this Duty is this, It ſhall it may belie in the Breaſt of him 
that obſerved it, as Fire under Aſhes, till there be Occa- 
ſion to open it again by ſome new Difference that may 
ariſe, and then it ſnall be blown up into a Flame, and 
the Sparks thereof ſhall fly out to the reproach of thy Bro- 

ther; this is unbecoming a Church-Member. | 
3+ Conſider, your Brother is injured hereby; poſſibly 
he may be hardned in his Evil, feeing it wil! paſs without 
a Reproof; whereas if thou hadſt dealt with him accord- 
ing to Rule, he might have been won thereby to a bead 
| | ; 
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h of his Evil, and made more careful for the future. f he 
hear thee, thou haſt gained thy Brother; and this would be 


uk Advantage to both. Hz that converteth a Sinner from the 
d- Error of his Ways, ſpall jave a Soul-from Death, and cover 


a Multitude of Sins, James v. 20. He that is here called a 
Sinner, 1s called a Brother in the preceding Verſe; Brethren, 
if any of you do err from the Truth, and one convert him: 
which reſpects not the firſt Work of Converſion, but his 


— Recovery from a Relapſe, ſuch a Converſion as Chriſt 
5 ſpeaks of to Peter, Luke xxii. 32. When thon art canverted, 
ny firengthen thy. Brethren. Such a Converſion will hide a 


multitude of Sins, as it puts a top to Sin, and prevents the 
breaking out of Sin for thefuture; this will be good Ser- 
vice done for God, and for your Brother alſo, and you 
yourſelves ſhall not loſe your Reward. EE 
4. Conſider it is a Sign of little Love to thy Brother, if 


„Ia ; 
« this Duty be neglected: all not hate thy Brother in 
cn thy Heart, thou Gal in — reprove bim, 2 not ſuffer 
Jay Sin upon him, Lev. xix. 17. It is a greater Sign of Hatred 
non an of Love, where Perfons can ſuffer their Brethren to 
i, 0 vntold of their Miſcarriages. | ; a 
b ., The negleR of this Duty is a Breach of as plain and 
C age politive a Command, as any laid down in the Word; Matt. 
deal viii. 17 thy Brother treſpaſi againſt thee, tell him his Fault 
2 between thee and him alone; if he hear thee, thou haſt gained 
n, he i” Brother; but if he will not hear thee, take with thee one or 


wo more; and if he negle@ to hear them, tell t to the Church. 
ou have not done your Duty in caſe of Obſtinacy, untill 
you have gone thefe three Steps. I am much perſwaded if 


ect of his Rule was carefully obſerved, and wiſely put in practice 
f him t would be one of the beſt Expedients that can be propoſed 
Occa- Wo promote a flouriſhing: State of the Church. But here 
t may iP” will aſk, how this Duty is to be performed with reſpect 
, and d Time, and Place, and Manner F © ff © 
y Bro- | anſwer; As to Time there muſt be-no Delay: The 


rt Opportunity to remove Sin mult be taken, it is of 

reater concern than Things ofgnother nature. Thou halt 

ot hate thy Brother in thy Heart, thou ſhalt in any wiſe re- 

. rove him, and ſhalt not ſuffer Sin upon him: 89 3h £38 

Sense A to the Place, it muſt be private: Tell bim hir Fault 
ZT between © 
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between him and thee alone, no Body in the World ſhould 
hear it; and if thy Brother be gained, the Matter of fad 

ſhould die in thy own Breaſt, it ſhould never be publiſhed 
to others, for that may tend to the reproach of thy Brother 

whoſe Credit and Reputation thou Art bound to preſerve 
as carefully as thy own. It may alſo make ſome Alienati. 
on in Affection, and ſo in Time prove prejudictal to thy 
ſelf and thy Brother too; thou wilt by publiſhing of it 
expoſe thy ſelf to be dealt withal ; for one end of this pri. 
vate Dealing is the concealing of the Miſcarriage. It may 
alſo prove a great Provocation to thy Brother, and cauſe 
him to ſuſpe& thy Love to him, that thou didſt not de- 
fign his gond as thou pretendeſt. e e 
And as to the Manner of this Reproof, 

(I.) It muſt be done authoritatively, in the Name of 
— you have Commiſſion from Chhriſt ſo to do. 
He commands you to do it, and he willown you in it, it it 
your Lord's Meſſage that he ſends you in. 

- (2.) It muſt be done tenderly and meekly, with the 
greateſt Manifeſtation of Love that poſſibly may be, tha 
thy Brother may ſee thou deſigneſt his good: Gal. vi. . 


err, , & 


Brethren, if a Man be overtaken with a Fault, ye wwho ar, ra 
Shiritual, reſtore ſuth a one in the Spirit of Moeknafs, cu. be 
fadering left thou thy elf alſo be tempted. A ra 
Thirdly, Members had need beware of a haſty, head) th 
Separation from a Church duly conſtituted; either by i ha 
pertial withdrawing of their Communion, or a- total de. | 
' parture and quitting their Place in the Church. . m 
1. Conſider there is too much of this hafty heady Sep hi. 
ration; Churches have Experience of it: There are tu 31 
Caſes wherein if Perſons do withdraw I cannot but look oi Tt 
it as haſty and heady. (1.) When Perſons take Offence a tie: 
one an0ther; though poſſibly there was none juſtly given mo 
(but whether it were or not, it 1s much the ſame) an ot! 
preſently withdraw their Cofnmunion with the Church, be am 
fore any Means are uſed in order to obtain Satisf.ctio wh 
the bringing his Brother to the Senſe of the Evil, or th 4 
Church being made acquainted with it, that ſo the Mattie Rei 
may be enquired into. It may be he comes to his Pla ſer: 
again when his Stomach is a little down, without ſeeking fou 
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or receiving Satis faction. This I call a hafty heady Sepa- 


ration; here is Guilt contracted at one Hand or other, 
but none acknowledped, And Perſons do by taking their 
Place again, without ſeeking Satisfaction, condemn them- 
ſelves, as guilty of acting itregularly in their withdrawing. 
If there were juſt Cauſe given, there ſhould be a ſenſible 
Acknowledgment of it, before a Perſon can regularly hold 
Communion with them that gave it, If not, he that doth 
irregularly withdraw, ſhould ſenſibly acknowledge the Irre- 
gularity of his withdrawing, before he take his Place again 
jn the Congregation. Churches ſhould look into theſe 
Things, and deal with Members for ſuch Irregularities.(2.) 
When Perſons have eſpouſed a Notion in Religion which 
is dubious, and they themſelves cannot clear it, nor an- 
ſwer all Objections brought againſt it, nor reſolve thoſe 
Doubts that may be offered in the Caſe ; preſently, becauſe 
the Church cannot comply, there is a Separation made, 
Tnis I account heady and haſty, there being no Rule I can 
find that warrants it. 10 R 
2. Conſider, it is an evil to ſeparate from a Church that 

is rightly conſtituted, unleſs there be ſuch grounds of Sepa- 
ration given, as a Perſon cannot hold his Communion, 
but he muſt contract relative Guilt; otherwiſe his Sepa- 
ration will be a Schiſm in the Body. It is not a light 
thing to make a Rent in the Church, woeful Experience 
hath taught us this Leſſion. ech 4 — 
3. The withdrawing or ſeparating of ſome Members, 
may endanger the unchurching of thoſe that are left be- 
hind. I may allude here to the Paſſage of Paul, Acts xxvii. 
31. Except theſe Men abide in the Ship, you cannat be ſaved. 
They were the Mariners that had. Skill in guiding and 
ſteering the Ship. There are ſome Members that have 
more Skill in ordering and governing in the Church than 
others have, that are more capable of reforming what. is 
amiſs; if they ſhonld- haſtily ſeparate, there is Danger 
what may become of thoſe left behind, n. 
4. All Separation antecedent to the utmoſt Endeavour of 
Reformation is irregular; there is a Charge brought againſt 
ſereral Churches in Scripture, for Corruptions that were 
found among them, and till a Reformation is called * 
A. 4 5 ut 


x ſ 
O04 The Inſlitution and Government 


But I do not find one Inſtance where a Separation js called 
for. In the firſt Place, that which God galls for is Repen. 


_ tance, in which there is a Reformation: If Churches be ſy 
leavened, care muſt be taken to purge it out. If there be A 
a wicked Perſon diſcovered in the Church, the Charge is, he 
Put away from among you that wicked Perſon. " 
. Obje&. The Lord calls for a Separation: 2 Cor. vii. " 
Wherefore come ont from among them, and be ye /eparate, and 10 

touch not the unclean thing, cc. N 0 

J anſwer, Fhis was not a Separation from a Church duly 5 
conſtituted, but from Idolaters, ſuch as did ſacrifice to Ml 2” 
Devils, and not to God. Some of the Church of Corini, fr; 
were too guilty of joining with the Gentilesin their Tem- Ind 
ple-worſhip, and they are called upon to come out, and * 

20 be ſeparate. 7 | | 85 
Oqcheck. 2. But ſome may ſay, I there no Caſe then 0 
auberein Perſons may ſeparate from à People. that were on ya 
duly conſtituted a Church ? © wy hal 

I aniwer there is, When they cannot longer abide a- 08 

mong them, but they muſt contract relative Guilt, or live “, 

in a conſtant and continual Omiſſion of their known Duty 110 


and be utterly. de barred the Privileges of a Member. 
([..) Then ifmoral Evils be indulged in the Church, ſo 
-- that a Church will by no Means be prevailed with to bring 
the Guilty underdealing in order to reform them or remove 
them; a Perſon having diſcharged his Duty, and done 
what in him lies to promote a Reformation, if it cannot 
be attained, it is lawful to ſeparate, and a Duty alſo, 1 Cor. 
vi. 11. With fuch a ane no not to eat; that is a Perſon guilty 
of Immoralities, a Fornicator, a Covetous one, an [dolater, 
a Drunkard, a: Railer: The Charge is here laid upon the 
whole Congregation, and it reacheth every Individual 
thong h each Individual cannot perform every poſitive Duiy 
that is enjoined, becauſe ſome Duties cannct be performed 
in the Church, but by the Church collectively confidered; 
bat ſuch negative Duties as theſe may, and muſt be obſer- 
ved by each individual Member. If ſuch then are known to 
be in the Church, and the Church will keep them in, 
whatever Complaint may be made againſt it, the whole 
Lump that maintains the Communion. of. ſuch Perſoon, 4 
! | | Favened. 
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leavened, And a Perſon cannot hold Communion with 
ſuch a Church, but he mutt contract relative Guilt ; he 
hath no way to keep himſelf pure, but to withdraw from 
her; he muſt not touch the unclean thing, which he can- 
not avoid, if he contigue his Communion with ſuch as 
are morally unclean, mk wont BIKES oh 

(2.) If Herely be indulged in the Church, it is the 
ſame thing; this alſo is Leaven, thoughofa differing Nature 
from the tormer, It is that which the Church ought to 
purge out; Titus 1. 10. He that is a Heretick, after the 
firſt and ſecond Admonition, reject. But if the Church will 
indulge them, and ſtill hold Communion with them, it is 
time =. a Perſon to ſeparate from ſuch a Church, The 
Apoſtle tells you, their Words will eat as a Canker (or as a 
Gangrene, Margin) 2 Tim. it. 17. We know what danger 
the Body is in if once it begins to gangrene in a Part. 
Hymeneus and Philetus were ſome of theſe Hereticks, that 
held that the Reſurrection was paſt; and their Words did 
eat as a Canker, to theoverthrowing of the Faith of ſome. 

(3.) If the Form of a Church be. deitroyed, Meetings 
laid down when there is a Liberty to keep them u 3 — 
Elder die, and no care taken tochooſe another; Ordinances 


h, ſo Not adminiſtered; the Laws of Chriſt not put in Execution; 
bring o looking after the Members, nor calling them to an Ac- 
mobs rount in any Caſe; and all Means have been uſed by ſome 
done eo ſtir them up to their Duty, and they have waited till 
not nere be no Grounds of Hope remaining: If others will. 
Cor. Nfarve, muſt they ſtarve too ? Wherefore ſhould a Perſon 
— Hlkabide with thoſe that call themſelves a Church, when 
| z 1 


ere is not the Face of a Church to be ſeen among them, 
nd the End of Church- Communion can not poſſibly be an- 
wered for the preſent, nor is like to be for the future, 
at is, that God may be worſhiped according to his o.] 
ppointment, by an incorporated Body ? But ſtill remem- 


e. er, whatever the Caſe is, all due Means muſt be uſed for 
obſei⸗ Reformation, before there ſhegj be a Thought of Sepa- 
7 tion, See what you can do towards the ſaving of the 


ip, before you think of leaping out to ſave your ſelves. 
Separation is the laſt Remedy, and not to be uſed till. 
| other Means do fail, 4h 6 

| Fourthly, 
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* Fourthly, Members had need beware, that their Love 


do not decay and abate towards God, nor one towards a- 
nother. * : 4 8 \ 
I. Confider, Love in Church-Members may be abated: ; 
There was a Charge againſt the Church of Epheſus, that ſh- : 
had left her firſt Love, Rev. ii. Poſlibly is was her Love to R 
God that was left, which is the Love-principally here in- . 
tended; but be it fo, if Love to God be abated, I doubt Will © 
not but there will be Abatement of Love one to the other 
alſo. Experience doth witneſs the: Dec y and waxing Will © 
cold of Love one to another; the Want of the Effects of 2 
Love does ſometimes declare it, when there is but little 1 
bearing with and forbearing one another. | T 
- - 2. If there be a Decay of Love, it is much but there 0, 
will be a Decay of Duty too, toward the Object or Objects f 
of that decayed Lore. The Lord charges the Church of . 
Epheſus, who had left her firſt Love, To remember fron Will nis 
avbence He had fallen, and repent, and do ber fir/t Works, pee 
Love is a Spring of motion to the Soul; If the Spring be ſon 
weak, the Motion will be weak : It doth in Part conſiſ an 
in a Propenſity to be ſerviceable to the Object beloved: WF 
Little Love, little Service. . | or 
3. Conſider, it is an Evil, as it is a negle& of Duty to Mus? 
_ God: Few Duties are oftener inculcated on Chriſtians than Wi - 
this of Love. See that you love one another, with a purt * 
Heart fervently, Love as Brethren. Let brotherly Love con- 
tinue. Walk in Love, as Chriſt alſo loved as. There was no 
Decay in Chriſt's Love. Having loved his own that a 
in the World, be loved them to the End. His Love was great, . 7. 
he loved us and laid down his Life for us, and we oug4: H 


lay down our Lives for the Brethren, | 
There are excellent Properties in Love; It will bear ani 
forbear, Eph. iv. 2. It ſuffereth long and is kind, it en viell 
not, it vaunteth nat it felf, is not puffed up, ſeeketh not it 
oon, is not eafily provoked, thinketh no Evil, rejoiceth net it 
Iniguity, but rejoiceth in the Truth; it 3 all Things 
believeth all Things; bopeth all Things, endureth all Thing. 
and beſides all this, it covers a Mahi. of Sins It wil 
readily apply a Plaiſter, where there is a Wound, And 
is it uot great pity that there ſhould be any Decay 7 Love 
CN cel! 
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ſeeing there are ſuch excellent Properties therein, and 
eſpecially being ſo often preſt by the great God to keep it 
up, and to maintain it? We have a new Command for it 
and an old Command; itis a Duty that was enjoined from 
the Beginning, the Love of Chriſt is held forth as the Pat- 
tern of it; we are bid zo love, as Chriſt loved us. And it 
is alſo held forth as the reaſon of it; I God ſo lowed us, 
wwe ought alſo to love one another. | | 

4. The Decay of Love in Members towards God and 
one another, is the fearful Fore-runner-of the Downfal of 
a Church, Rev. ii. This was that the Church of Ephe/us 


was charged with, Thou. haſt left thy firſt Love: Then fol- 


lows an Exhortation to repent, and to do her frft Works. 
This Exhortation is backed with an aſtoniſhing Argument, 
Or elſe Ixuill came unto thee quickly, and remove thy Candles 


flick out of its Place, except thou repent, God threatens to 


unchurch them, and that quickly, This I call an aſto- 
niſhing Motive: I look on it to be a heavy Stroke upon a 
People, when God anchurtheth'them : The Lord doth in 
ſome reſpe& remove his Preſence from a People when he 
removes the Candleſtick; he pulls down the Houſe that he 
was ſaid to dwell. in; the Glory of the Lord removes: 
and may we.not ſay, Wo be unto us if God depart from 
us? Go to Shilo, ſaid God, Fer. vii. 12. the Place where I 
et my Name at the firſt, aud ſee what ] did to them. And it 
ere meet for us to go to Shilo allo, and take a view how 
God dealt with them. Some account you have, Pſal. Ixxviii. 
bo. He for/ook the Tabernacle of Shilo, the Tent which be 
bad pitched amang Men, and gave his Strength into Captivity, 
and his Glory into the Enemy's Hands ; he gave his People 
20% over unto the Sword, and was wroth with his Inheritance. 
hen the Lord bids tnem go to Shilo, and fee what he 
aid to them, Fer. vii. he threatens them at the ſame Time 
hat he would do to them as he had done to Shilo. The 
anner of God's unchurching a People is very terrible to 
onſider; ſome brief Account we have of it, Ja. v. 6. 
Ind now go to, I will tell you what I will do to my Vineyard: 
vill tate away the Hedge, and it ſhall be eaten ub; and 
wreak down the Wall thereof, and it ſpall be trodaen down ; 
d awill lay it waſte; it ſhall not be pruned, nor digged, but 
| | a ne 


108 The Inflitution and Government 
there ſhall come up Briers and Thorns. I will alſo command 
the Clouds that they rain no Rain «901 it. This was the Man- 
ner of God's unchurching his People of old, Love among 
the Members of a Chak is ſomewhat like the Braces of 
a Houſe, that hold the Building together; if the Braces 
decay, the Building is in danger of falling: So if Love de- 
cay among the Brethren, there will be but little bearing 
and forbearing one another, every thing will be taken in 
the worſt Senſe; inſtead of covering or hiding of Sin, 
there will be a laying open of Miſcarriages, with all the 
Aggravations imaginable, to reproach each other: Differ. 
ences will not eafily be made up, but remain it may be 
till they become incurable, and from Diviſions come to a 
Separation; and ſo the Church falls piece-meal, till at 


length the Candleſtick is quite removed out of its Place: nc 
And we may expect Miſery enough of one kind or other, th 
that will follow the Removal thereof, if, the Lord deal hi 
with us as he hath dealt with others, whoſe Candleſtick an 
hath been removed out of its Place. - 
| e 
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Containing one Mark or Character, by which à Perſon may to 
try whether he be mect Matter, in order to join himſelf s the 
an Inſtituted Church, or net. in 

| | ON in 
F then whether you be diſcipled to Chriſt or no. = 
Churches are Diſciples, and are ſo called in Scrip- Cn 

ture, they mult not receive any but ſuch as are diſcipled. WF, 
When Paul came to Feru/alem, As ix. 26. he aſſayed to 
join himſelf with the Diſciples (that was the Church) and Bil Kn 
they were all afraid of him, and would not believe that he 0 
was a Diſciple; nor did they receive him till Satisfaction oft 
was given, when the firſt Day of the Week was come, on * 
which the Diſciples came together to break Bread; the Chi 


Diſciples here were the Church, Ad, xx. 7. Diſciples 
are fit Matter to be baptized, and then added unto 4 
| Churc 
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Church; Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. Go diſciple to me all Na- 
tions, baptixing them, Sc. teaching ' them to \obſerwe all 
Things whatſoever I have-commanded you. The joining of 
baprized Diſciples toan Inſtituted Church, is one of Chriſt's 
Commands plainly to be read in Apoſtolical Precedents, 
Acts ii. 41. Then they that gladly received the Word were 
. They re diſcipled, then baptized; thes far th 
1/7, They were diſcipled, then baptized, thus far t 
a4 Chriſt had commanded oak And the ſame Do | 
there «vere added unto them (that is the Church) about three 
thouſand Souls. And had not this been one of Chriſt's 
Commands alſo, the Apoſtles would not have done it, 
for they were ſtrictly enjoined to teach them to obſerve all 
Things whatſoever Chriſt had commanded them; they muſt 
not add nor diminiſh. Now a Diſciple of Chrift is one 
that hath learned Chriſt, and ſo learned him, as to deny 
himſelf for Chriſt ; John vi. 45. Every one that hath heard 
and learned of the Father, cometh to me. It is obſerved b. 
thoſe that underſtand the Greek, that the Word that 1s 
here tranſlated learned, — diſcipled; and this learn- 
ing or diſcipling of the Father muſt be unto Chriſt, be- 
cauſe the Soul that is thus learned preſently cloſeth with 
or cometh unto Chriſt ; which coming is the Act of the 
Will, and this cannot be antecedent to the Act of the Un- 
derſtanding; a Man muſt know Chriſt, or he cannot come 
to Chriſt. Your Work then will be firſt to enquire whe- 
ther you do know Jefus Chriſt ; whether you do know him 
in his Natures, God and Man, two diſtin Natures united 
in one; whether you do know him in his Offices, Prophet, 
Prieſt and King. But here fome may ſay, they do know 
Chriſt in his Natures, in his Offices, and can diſcourſe of 
Chriſt diſtinctly in all theſe reſpects, and can prove each 
Part by the Word. 8 $32 
But how ſhall l know whether this be ſpecial or common 
Knowledge, ſuch as Fleſh and Blood hath revealed, or whe- 
ther it be revealed by the Father? I anſwer, try the Act 
of the Underſtanding by the Actof the Will: Ever dre that 


bath heard and learned of the Father, cometh unto me, ſaith 


Chriſt, John vi. 45. Are you come to Jeſus Chriſt? If 
\ K you 
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you are, you may conclude that you are taught of God, 
that you are learned of the Father. Have you made a 
Reſignation of your Souls to Jeſus Chriſt, to be taught, 
Aaved and governed by Him? Chriſt muit be received in 
| 8 Offices, with reſpect to the ſeveral ends of all thoſe 
5 Ces. * R 1 . 

1. Then, do you conſent that Chriſt ſhall be your Pro. 
phet to teach you? He is that great Prophet that God hath 
raiſed up to that End. Are you willing to take out every 

Leſſon that Chriſt teacheth ? It is ſuch a one that is indeed 
a Scholar of Chriſt ; Him fall you hear in all Things what- 
ſiever he ſhall ſay unto you, Acts iii. If Men will pick and 
_ chooſe, and ſkip over a hard Leſſon as an intolerable Tak 
to learn, they ate but Diſciples in ſhew, not in deed, Joh 
vi. 66. When they heard that they muſt eat the Fleſh and 
drink the Blood of Chriſt, or they had no Life in them, 
they concluded that this was a hard ſaying, that there 
were none could bear it; and from that Time many of his 
Diſciples went back and followed him no more: Theſe 
were but Diſciples in ſhew. A Diſciple in deed, is one 
that will endeavour to take out every Leſſon that Chriſt 
teacheth: He can pray, That awhich know not teach thou me, 
2. Do you take Chriſt to be your Prieſt, to ſave you? 
Do you apply the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, with a Renun- 
ciation of your own Righteouſneſs ? Can you ſay with the 

. Apoſtle, 1 world not be found in my own Righteouſneſs which 
1s of the' Laab, but in the, Rightcouſne/ſs of God, which is h 
| Faith in Jeſus Chriſt? It is the Nature of Faith to evacuate 
band empty the Soul of every Thing of its own, and to 
curry the Soul out of itſelf to receive all from Chriſt, True 
Faith ſets the Crown upon the Head of Free- grace, and 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone. 1 would not fruftrat 
the Grace of God, ſaith Paul; for if Righteouſne/s cant 
. . by, the Law, then Chrift is dead in vain, Gal. ii. ult. 
3. Do you take Chriſt to be your King, to rule and go 
vern you? Do you; or are you willing to put your Nec 
under the Yoke of : Chriſt's Laws, and to yield univeili 
Obedience thereunto? That Soul that doth not receiv 
; Chriſt as a King, doth butdeceive himſelf, if he * he 
| oil 


30d, doth receive him as a Prieſt ; for he is an Enemy unto 
de 2 Chriſt, whatever he may pretend. T he/e my Enemies, faith 
ght, Chriſt, that would not that I ſhould reign over them, bring 
d in them hither, and ſlay them before me, Luke xix. 
hoſe 2h. A Diſciple of Chriſt is one that hath ſo learned 
Chriſt, as to deny himſelf for Chriſt : Luke xiv. 27. £x+ 
Pro. 4 a Man hate Father and Mother, yea and his own Lift 
hath 4%, be cannot be my Diſciple ; and unleſs he take up his Croſs 
very an follow me, be cannot be my Diſciple. + 4 
deed There is a threefold Self-denial, a denial of ſinful Self, 
hat. of natural Self, and of religious Self, Firſt of finful Self, 
and which muſt bedenied at all Times, in all Places, and in all 
Taſk Caſes; 2 Tim. ii. 19. He that nameth the Name of Chriſt, 
Jen 2 depart from Iniquity, We may not do evil that good 
1 and may come thereby. Natural Self mult be denied, Self. 
hem, Riches, Self-Honour, Self-Liberty, Self-Life ; Bat this 
there Self. denial is only to be made, when any or all of theſe 
of his ſhall come in Competition with Chriſt, Religious-Self | 
Theſe muſt alſo be denied, with all our own Righteouſneſs, all 
is one our Duties and P erformances, all our Qualifications, all 
Ohrid Acts of Obedience internal and external; hut this Branch 
ne. of Self-denial muſt be in point of Juitification only: We 
you? muſtlay all at the Feet of Chriſt, and reſt upon him alone, 
enun- w reſpect of Our diſcharge from Guilt, and our title to 
th the Life and Glory. | ads | 
r 3. It is a mark of a Diſciple of Chriſt, where there is 
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true Love to the Brethren. By this all all Men know that 


e are my Diſciples, if ye have los one to another, John xv. 
30. If others may know by this mark that you are Chriſt's 


True 
e, and 
-uftratt ; 
/s can . oF 


Diſciples, you alſo may know it by the fame. — 
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Containing ſome Branches of Conſolation to ſuch as are Di/i. ſe 
'  fles in deed, and alſojoined to an Inſtitutid Church. fi 


FR ST, Such are added by the Lord 5 Acts ii. 42. The at 

Lord daily added to the Church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved, R 
Diſciples in deed. are fuch as ſhall be ſaved, they are ſuch fo 
as continue in the Word ; and we know that he that con- th 
tinues to. the End, the ſame ſhall be faved, Mats. x. 22. 

1. You are added by the Lord, as being added by the BW in 
Lord's Deſcription : Pſal. xxiv. 3. Who ſhall aſcend into the H. 
Hill of God? nwho ſhall land in his Holy Place? He that thy 
hath clean Hands, and a pure Heart, Now a Diſciple in 15 
deed is ſuch a one. 5 

2. You are come into the Sheepfold by the Door of the BW 4 
Fold; you are come to Chriſt, and ſo are come in at the ll 
right Door, and ſhall go in and out and find Paſture. | 
3. It is the Lord himſelf. that hath difpofed your Spirit: I mu 
by writing his Law in your Hearts, and putting it in your ver 
inward Parts, according to the New-Covenant Promiſe, 
Jer. xxxi. 55 Which is not a ruling, but a diſpoſitive Vo. 
Law, which doth difpoſe the Soul to come up in Obedience BI Pla 
ro his Laws that are contained in his Word. It is the % 
Lord that hath inclined your Hearts, and excited you by WW 1 4. 
his Spirit to join yourſelf to the Church, in Obedience to ſto: 
his Commands, In all which reſpects you may be ſaid to ther 
be added by the Lord; and now you ſtand where God hath 
i Tet you. 13 FEY. 

Secondly, Vou are Bleſſed ones; yea and you ſhall be 
bleſſed, TIDES 

1. You are bleſſed; Pſal. Ixxxiv. 5. Bleſſed are they that 
dewell in thy Houſe, they fhall ftill praiſe thee, There art 
three Things in Bleſſedneſs: (1.) It confiſts in the beſtow- 
ing of good; Bleed is the Man to whom the Lord imputttt 
Righteauſne/s without Works, Rom. iv. 5. Bleſſed is * i 
| | a0 
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evho/e Spirit there is no Guile, Pal, xxxii; 3. You that are 
Diſciples indeed, are bleſſed in both theſe reſpects; you 
are juſtified, you are ſanctiſied. (2.) It conſiſts in the tre- 
mitting of evil: Bleed is the Man whoſe Iniguities are for- 


given, and whoſe Sin is covered; bleſſed is the Man to whom 


the Lord auill not impute Sin, Rom. iv. 6, 7. You are bleſ. 
ſed in this reſpect, your Sins are pardoned. (3.) It con- 
ſiſts in turning evit into good: Mat v. Bleed are ye when 
Men revile you and perſecute you, and ſay all Manner of evil 
againſt yo. Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your 
Reward in Heaven. You are alſo bleſſed in this reſpect, 
for you are of the Number of thoſe that have the Promiſe, . 
that all Things ſhall work together for good to them. 
2. You ſhall be bleſſtd. Pſal. xxiv. 3. Mo ſhall aſcend ' 
into the Hill of G:d, and who ſhall ſtand in his holy Place? 
He that hath clean Hands and a pure Heart + He ſhall receive 
the Bleſſing from the Lord, and Rig hteouſne/s from the God of 
bis Salvation. Pſal. Ixv. 4. Bliſed is the Man whom thou 
chooſeſt, and cauſeſt to a*proach unto thee, that he may dwell in 
thy Courts; we ſhall be Jatisfied with the goodugſi of thy 
Houſe, even: of thy holy Temple. ib v4 8 5168 
Thirdly, You are capable of enjoying the higheſt Com- 
munion with God that is to be enjoyed on this fide Hea. 
ven, the Enjoyment of whom is the higheſt Enjoyment. 
1. You are capable of the higheſt Enjoyment of God... 
You dwell where God dwells, you dwell in his Houſe ;: 
Plal. cxxxii. 13. 14. The Lord hath choſen Sion, he hath 
defired it for an Habitation; there will I dwell for ever, for 
I have deſtred it. The Church of Ephe/as were builded 
together for a Habitation of God through the Spirit; 
there is no ſuch fight of God as in his Houſe. How did 
David long to ſee God, as he had ſeen him in the Sanctuary? 
Pſal. Ixiii. 2. And to duell in the Houſe of the Lord all the - 
Days of his Life, to behold the. Beauty of the Lord, and to en- 
quire in his Temple ? Pſal. xxvii. ' - 
2. They fit: at God's Table. Who are like to have 
ommunion one with another, more than they that dwell. 
none Houſe, and ſit together atone Table? Mhili the King 
4 | | U 
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fitteth at the Table, my Spiktnard ſendeth forth its ſmell. Iii. 
Belowed is to me as a 2 Cant. i. 12, 13, 


25. The Enjoyment of is the higheſt Enjoyment; 
Pſal. Ixxiii. 25. Whom: bawa Jun Heaven but - thee ? and 
there is none on Earth tbat Lasſfre befrdes. thee. If we could 
take a view of Heaven and Barth at once, we ſhould ſee 
no Object to be compared with God. He is the firſt Good, } 
and therefore the heſt Good; all PerſeQions are in God, 6 
all ſuperlatire Excellencies are in him, he is a ſole Good; j 
Lam. iii. 24. Le Lord is my Rortion, ſaith ny Seal; I will t 
hope in his — He is aSoutl-ſatisfyingGood ; P/al. xvii. h 
15. As for ma, I will behold thy HFuce in Righteoufne/s ; J h 
Hall be. ſatirfied when 4 awake with thy Likens/s. Tie 
Reaſon why. we are not ſatisfied with the Enjoyment of > 
God here, is becauſe we have not the immediate and fu! F: 
Enjoyment of him: When we come to fee him Face to Face, it 
we ſhall deſire no more, nor defire no better. 
_ Fourthly, You have the moſt. ample Proviſion: in reſped n. 
of Means, and a Bleſſing promiſed in the uſe of them. 
1. The moſt ample Proviſion. in reſpect of Means. You M 
have all the Ordinances of God to enjoy, ſo that you are 
at the Feaſt of fat Things, which the Lord hath promiſed oc 
to make to his People, of fat Things full-of Marrow, of 4, 
Wine on the Lees well refined. AQs4i. 41y 22. Then thy U 
that gladly received the Mord, were baptized.: (That Ordi- 
nance is but once to be adminiſtred, but it is of.continual | 
uſe to oblige the Soul to die to Sin, and to live to Holineßs, : 
Nom. vi. 3, 4- And alſo together. with Faith to evidence 
our title to Salvation: Mark xvi- 16. Hes that believe), 
arndt baptiæed, ſpall be ſaued) This you have; and then 
being afded unta the Church, Thy continued inthe\ Apoſili 


Doctrine, aud breahing of Bread, aud Prayer. They had 
Fellowſhip in all cheſe Ordinances, you have all this Pro- 
viſion. 24 | Arg. 


2. You have a Bleſſing , promiſed iin the. uſe. thereof: 
fal. cxxxii. I will abundantly bleſs her Provifion ; I wil 
cClotbe ber Prigſs with Salvation, and her Saints ſhall fing. fit 


TA vou ſhall flouriſh and be fruitful, even in old BY 
or 


; Age, when grey Hairs are upon your Heads : P/al. * 
hogs! — . 0 
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uſt. The Righteous ſhall ' flourifo like a Balm. bree, they fall.” 
grow like be Cedar in Lebanon. They that are planted in the . 
Houſe of the Lord Hull be fat and flouriſhing, they ſhall fall. 
bring forth Fruit in old Age; to fſhew that the Lord is 115 
right, and that there is no Unrigbtamfus in him. 

1. They are planted in a frunful Stock: The Lord Jeſus 
he is the Vine, and you are the Branches; there is Juice 
enough in the Vine: te render the Branches fruitful, for 
in him dwells all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, all 
the Treaſures-of- Wiſdom and Knowlege are in him, in 
bim is all the Fulneſs of communicable Grace; and it is of 
bis ful neſs that all we receive, and Grace for Grace. 

2, They are under the manuring of a ſkilful Huſband» 
man. I am the Vine, my ' Father is the Huſbanaman ; every 
Branch in me that beareth Fruit, my Father. purgeth it, that 
it may bring forth more Fruit, John xv. 2. 

3. They enjoy fruitfal Means, they have all the Ordi- 
nances of God vouehſafed to them. 

4. They have- the promiſe of Bleſling 5 in the uſe of. - 
Means: + He will abundantly bleſs her Prowifion.. . 

5. There is the Righteouſnefs of God engaged to male 
good his Promiſe : T hey ſhall ſtill bring forth Fruit in old 
Age, to fhew that the Lord is upright, and that eds is no 
Unri ad in him. 


„ en Ar ne 
Containing « an Exhortation to Diſciples 10 be battized, ana 
ein ſbemſel ves with an Inſtiluted Church of Cbriſt. 


Would now exhort thoſe. who upon an Examination- 
cap find that they are Diſciples indeed, to ſubmit to 
the mediatory Authority of the Lord Jeſus, to take up the 
Ordinance of Baptiſm, and join themſelves to an Inſtituted 
Church: I. ſay to be baptized, and then to join themſelves, 7 
fur every Thang ſhould be done in its own order. It is 
apparent 


\ 
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apparent that this is the Order of the Goſpel, it is the 
Order of the Commiſſion, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. The Order 
of Words in the Commiſſion . muſt be obſerved, firſt 4i/ 
ciple, then baptixe, then teach the Obſervation of all 
Things whatſoever Chriſt had commanded : The Apoſtles 
never broke this Order, no Inſtance of any ſuch Thing 
can be given, but Inſtances of their obſerving and keeping 
cloſe to it may be abundantly given, 42s ii. 41. They 
firſt diſcipled, then baptized, then added unto the Church, 

1. Confider you that are diſcipled to Chriſt are meet 
Matter for both. (1.) For Baptiſm, Matt. xxviii. 19. Go 
diſciple all Nations, baptizing them, &. (2.) For Com- 
munion; Pſal. xxiv. 3. Tou have clean Hands and a pure 
Heart; and therefore you may a/cend into the. Hill of God, 
yon may ſtand inthat holy Place. 


2, It is your Duty 10 to do. This I prove by the Com. 


miſſion 3 it is your Duty te be baptized, and to join your- 
ſelves to an Inſtituted Church. That both theſe are en- 
joined by the Commiſſion appears, in that the Apoſtles 


| who well underſtood their Lord's Commiſſion, and kept 
cloſe to ĩt, did ſo proceed: They firſt diſcipled, then bap- 


tized, then added unto the Church, As. ii. 41. 

3. It is your Privilege ſo to do, there is a great Advan- 
tage to be had thereby upon a ſpiritual Account. 

(1.) Baptiſm is of uſe to bind from Sin, and to bind to 
Duty. Rom. vi. How ſhall we that are dead to Sin live any 
langer therein? Know you not that as many of us. as were 
baptized into Chriſt, were baptized into. his Death ? that 
even as Chriſt was raijed by the Glory of the Father, we 
aſe ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life. ; 

( 2.) Lo confirm our Faith in the Remiſſion of Sin, by 
the Blood of Chriſt: Acts ii. 38. Repent and be baptized 
for the Remiſſion of Sins, &c. But here Repentance mult 

recede, or elſe Baptiſm will not do it. 8 

(3.) To evidence our Right and Title to Salvation to- 
get er with Faith: Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth and it 


bx ſhall be Javed; but ſeparate from Faith, it gives 


no Evidence at all. But here you will aſk me, how Bap- 
tiſm doth” evidence our Right and Title to Salvation? J 
anſwer, as it is taken up in Obedience to the Will of God, 


” 


aud 
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and Faith iri the Promiſe, that he that believeth and is 
baptized ſhall be ſaved. MoH & £41 022: 440 | 

By the way then obſerve, where . Baptiſm. is not thus 
taken up in Faith and Obedience, it can be no Evidence 
to them. Whatever Evidence they have, Baptiſm 1s none, 

2/z, Church-Communion is a [great Privilege. The 
Fellowſhip'which-the-Members have one with another is 
refreſhing: Chriſtians can rarely unboſom themſelves one 
to another with that Freedom, as thoſe that are in Com- 
munion. Tos are better hes one; for i one walk alone, 
if he fall, there is none to help him up. But when Chriſti- 
ans are in a Church-State, if any of them be overtaken 
with a Fault, ſuch as are Spiritual are to help them up 
with a tender Hand, their work is to reſtore them with a 
Spirit of Meekneſs, conſidering leſt they themſelves ſnould 
be tempeteds/ tae dt wade di Sr £2159 

There are all the Ordinances of Chriſt to be enjoyed, 
the moſt ample Proviſion, and a Bleſſing promiſed in the 
uſe thereof; there may the Soul be found in a Capacity 
to perform the whole of his Duty to God, though not 
perfectly to perform any Part thereof; there may he take 
and eat which he cannot do while he ſtands in a fingle 
State; there is a ſpecial promiſed Preſence of God; there 
may the Soul expect more Fellowſhip with the Father, and 
with the Son, than while he ſtands in a ſingle State; be- 
cauſe there are more Means and Ways of Communion 
than elſewhere. . | 

4. It was not the Practice of Diſciples in the primitive 
Times, to ſtand long in a fingle State, as now it is, how- 
ever it comes about to be the Practice now. Then they that 
gladly received the Mord, were baptized ; and that ſame 
Day there avere added unto\them about three thouſand Souls. 
Wherever the Goſpel took Effect, they were ſoon embo- 
died into a Church: State. n Ae 

5. Memberſhip in an Inſtituted Church is a deſirable 
thing: Pal, xxvii. 4. One thing bade I defred of tb 
the Lord all the Days 'of my Life, ta behold the Beauty of t 
Lord, and to enquire in his Ti emple. I cannot think it is leſs 
delirable now than it was then; for the Lord dwells in 

BY Sion 
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Sion ſtill, and there his Glory is ſtill to be beheld. An 
Inſtituted Church is a Houſe that Chriſt hath built, and 
it ĩs a ſpiritual Houſe, to bean Habitation of God through 
|, EEE ATTN + Sor In 
6. It is now a Seaſon to join yourſelves, for now have 
the Churches Reſt. How long this Reſt may be conti- 
nued, God only knows; but this we know, there was a 
Time hen zhe Churches had Reſt, and then they were edified 
and comforted, and walking in the Fear of the Lord, were 
0 - fo, 40404 | | 

7. Time is both ſhort and uncertain ;. and therefore it is 
not ſafe to delay, leſt Opportunity. ſhauld be gone behind 
us. In the Grave who ſhall praiſe thee # If Death comes, 
there will be an end of Seaſon and Opportunity; there- 
fore take hold of it while you may ; the longer you delay 
to enter into the Houſe of God, the ſhorter will be your 
' abode there. "SOBRE 364 þ os 15 07 

But here are ſome Objections that muſt be anſwered. 

1. It may be objected by ſome, That they hawe not the 
Aſſurance of being diſcipled to Chrift they defire to have, dnd 
that makes them to ,t | 
(.) I anſwer, if you delay till you have that Aſſurance 

ou'defire to have, you may delay till it be too late, I 

now no Body hath that Aſſurance he defires to have, nor 
may it be expected while we remain in a State of Imper- 
feftion ; while our Graces are imperfe&, our Aſſurance 
will be imperfect. | we 02440 3% 1 
( 2.) It is not the reflex AR of Faith, but the direct Act, 
that fits a Perſon to enjoy the Ordinances of Chriſt. 7 
thou believeft with all thy. Heart, thou ' maye/t.. Now this 
a Perſon may do that lies abundantly ſhort in reſpect of 
Aſſurance. Have you accepted Chriſt on Goſpe! Terms! 
Have you made a Reſignation of your Soul to Chriſt, to 
be taught by him, and ſaved by him, and governed by 
him? This is that which fits you for the Enjoyment of 
Ordinances. Can you call Chrift Lord? Why then do you 
rot the T hings that he ſaith unto.you ? Let me aſk you one 
| Queſtion, 45 you pray and read and hear in Obedience to 
the Will of God ? If you do, it is a Sign that your Hearts 
are changed; For tbe carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God, 


and 


9 
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and is not ſubje4 to the Law of God, neither indeed can be. 
oh If you can evidence to yourſelves that there is a Principle 
| of Obedience to be found in you, you may go on with 
Ve Comfort. ' 7. yolk 31%. 42 
iti- (3-) One great Reaſon of your want of Aſſurance may 
3 4 be your partial Obedience, ſtanding at a Diſtance from 
fied theſe confirming Ordinances. Baptiſm and the Supper of 


ere the Lord too are confirming Ordinances, the one of our 
Juſtification by the Blood of Chriſt; and to that end 
t is Peter exhorts them to repent, and be baptized, for the 
ind Remiſſion of Sin: The other is of our Intereſt in all the Pro. 
zes, miſes of the new Covenant, that were ſealed by the Blood 


ere of Chriſt, a Symbol of which Blood we have in the Cup in 

lay the Supper, -which 1s called the New Teftament in his 

out Blood. If we can apply the Blood of Chriſt by Faith in 

| theſe Ordinances, then as really as we drink the Cup, fo 

ö really have we an Intereſt in all theſe confirmed Promiſes 

+ the of the new. Covenant, by that Blood of which the Cup is 
and a Symbol or Sigg. | 455 

If therefore you can act in Obedience to the Will of 

ince God in any 77 act in Obedience to his Will in this 

82 alſo. 7 hen ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I have reſpe to all 


nor his Commandments, Pſal. cxix. 6. Ye are my Friends, 
per- faith Chriſt, if ye do all Things whatſoever I command you, 
ance John xv. And there is no doubt of it, if it be done as 
| the Lord commands. JF ye love me, ſaith Chriſt, keep my 
Act, Commandments, John xiv. _ 10 

TI / 4 2. It may be objected by ſome, They tremble at 1he/+ 
this Words, He that eateth and drinteth unworthily, eateth and 
ct of 


drinketh Condemnation to himſelf, not diſcerning the Body of 
the Lord. 


t, to [ anſwer, (1.) If theſe” be all the Words you tremble 
d by at, it is a bad Sign. We ſhould tremble at all the Word; 
ent of at the Precepts, leſt we come ſhort in obeying ; at his 

do you Promiſes, left we come ſhort in applying. 

a one (2.) It is a bad Sign if trembling keep us back from Du- 
ice to ty. But to go on in Duty to God, trembling at his Word, 
learts leſt we come ſhort in obeying or in applying the Promiſes, 


is a good Sign, To this Man will 1 — ſaith God, that 


11 
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is of a pure and contrite Spirit, and that trembleth at ny 
c 

2. The unworthy Receiver is the unbelieving Re. 
ceiver: He that looks no fart her than the outward Element, 
but doth not behold a broken and a bleeding Chrjft that 
is held out in them, that looks on the Sign but not on the 
thing ſignified, that feeds only on Bread and Wine, but 
doth not feed ſpiritually by Faith on the Fleſh and Blood 
of a crucified Chrift, 7 

3. We may not ſuppoſe that Damnation is ſo ſealed up Ml -+ 


to him that hath eaten and drunken unworthily, that Wl i» 


there is no reverſing of it, or that there is no hope of Sal- 19 
vation for the future; but this is a Truth, Perſons do in- to 
creaſe their Guilt by it, and ſuch unworthy receiving is Wl Ch 
that which deſerves Damnation, and their Condemnation the 
will be aggravated thereby if they remain impenitent, An 
But we may not look on it to be the unpardonable Sin: ¶ bre 
Therefore I would exhort all that do truly fear God, that Neve 
do tremble at his Word, leſt they ſhould come ſhort in rat 
obeying, in believing, in applying the Promiſes, in heark- puff 
ening to and following the Council of Chriſt, to lay by 
all theſe Objections, and to go on in their Duty; and if 
they can act in Obedience to the Will of God, the Lord 
will be with them. Matt. xxviii. 20. Lo, I am with you al. 
ways to the End of the World, Amen: Not only with then 
that teach Obedience to the Will of God in all Things, 
but with them alſo that learn in all Things to obey? Mart 
xviii. 20. Where two dr three are gathered together in n) 


Name, there am I in the Midſt of them. fad E 
290k 25 2. 
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Comaining an Exhortation to Churches to endea udur to pr. N cace, 
ſerve and maintain Peace in each particular Congregation. i. L 

5 7; N 1711 | ith 1 

YN che laſt Place I would exhort the Churches of Chriii o pr 
1 and each particular Congregation, to be careful anW/nity , 


endeavoll 


Va viſible Church of Core... _ 121 
1 endeavour to preſerve Peace in the Church, to be at peace 
among themſelves, I would pref: the Exhortation witha 
Re. few moving Confiderationss ©. 
ent, 1. Coutider that the Effects of the Breach of Peace are 
that very ſad. One Effect is, a deal of Sin is ordinarily com- 
the mi:ted thereby; and can there be a ſadder Effect? Diffe- 
but WM rences do raiſe Heats, Heart burnings one againſt another, 
lood James tells us, Where Envy and Strife is, (and it is often 
found that theſe are Twins) there is Confufion, and every 
d up vil Work. It doth commonly beget a Multitude of Words, 
that Wl in which Solomon tells us, there wanteth not Sin, Prov, x. 
Sal- 19. It is ordinary when Differences do ariſe in a Church, 
o in-. o make Parties in the Caſe on each fide. And when 
ng h Churches are ſplit into Parties, it is bad; for then much of 
ation IM their Time is ſpent in ſuch Diſcourſes as come to nothing. 
itent. WW And when they meet to debate their Differences, they 
Sin: break out into Heats, and reflect one upon another, and 
thet every thing is taken in the worſt Senſe; and Breaches are 
ort in rather widened than healed, and theſe Parties are too often 
\eark- WM puſied up one againſt another: We know it was fo in the 
ay by Church of Corinth. And we are too much pleaſed with the 
and if {MW Miſcarriages one of another, and will be ſure to keep a 
Lord Regiſter of them, that ſo they may be capable to defame 
you al each other; and at laſt it may be ſo, that it will iſſue in 
then a Separation, to the Grief of thoſe that are Sincere, the 
bing, ey of the Wicked, and the Difcouragement of thoſe that 
Man. Nwete beginning to look Heaven-ward. I doubt not but 
woful Experience doth contribute evidence enough to theſe 
ſad Effects of the Breach of Peace in Churches. | 
2+ It is your Duty to endeavour the Preſervation of 
hence while you have it, and to ſeek after it when it is 
one, a e Eras hab 
(1.) To preſerve it while you have it: Mark ix. co. 
Have Salt in your ſelvcs, and be at Pence one with another. 
Rom. xiv. 9. Let us rt after the Things that make for 
"eace, and Things wherehy one may edify another. 2 Cor, xtik 
. Live in Peace, and the God of Love and Peace foall be 
ith you. T ſhall add but one Text more of the many that 
f Chrii go preſs this Duty; Eph. iv. 3. \Endeavouring to keep the 
nity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, . 
5 L (2.) It 
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6. It is a very lovely and pleaſant Sight to behold 
Ii for Brethren to live together in Unity! It is like the pres 


— 


122 | The Inflitution and Government 


42) Tt is our Duty to endeavour the Recovery of it when 
it is gone, or is taking it flight from us: 1 Pet. iii. 11. Sect 
Peace, and enſue it. This is an Exhortation to a proper 


Expedient in order to the ſeeing of good Days, as you 


may ſee by the preceding Verſe. If Peace ſhould ſeem to 
fly from us, we ſhould after it, and if poſſible overtake 
it, and recover it again. Go wiih Terms of Peace along 
with you; condeſcend as far as you can, deny yourlelve, 
in what you may to purchaſe Peace: The Rule is, 1F ite 
peſfible, as much-as in you lies, live peaceably with all Men, 
Rom. xii. 18. Go as far as poſſibly you can. And me. 
thinks it ſhould be poſſible to live ſo in an Iuſtituted 
Church, where Perſons profeſſes to walk by rule; Pal, 


- XXXiv. 14. Seek Peace and enſue it; be unwearied in the per. 


ſuit of it, give not over till you have overtaken it. 

3. Confider, it is a bleſſed thing to be a Peace-maker, 
Mat. v. 9. Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they ſhall be call. 
ed the Children of God. They reſemble their heavenly Fs 
ther, for he is a God of Peace. If the People of God 
among whom Differences ariſe, did ſtudy this Text more, 


and were eareful that this Character might appear in them, 


how ſoon would Differences be made up; if all were fot 
Peace, who could carry on the War? 6 

4. Conſider, Peace in Churches is adefirable thing. How 
earneſtly did the Apoſtle pray for it? 2 The. iii. 2. Now 
the Lord himſelf give you Peace always, by all Means. If in- 
ward and ſpiritual Peace be mainly intended here, I do not 
think the other is excluded, but rather comprehended : For 


it is a great Duty to pray for the Peace of Jeru/alem; Plal, 


exxxii. 6, 7. Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, Peace be 


«within thy Walls. road | 

3. Confider, if Churches do live in Peace, it is a good 
Expedient in order to the Enjoyment of the God of Peace, 
2 Cor. xiii. 11. Finally, my Brethren, farewel ; be perfect, l. 
of one Mind, be at Peace, and the God of Peace ſhall be witd 


Churches in Peace. Behold, bow plegſant and joyful a T hingit 


ons Ointment that was poured ou the Head of Aaron, mou 
| 1 
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them, 
ere fot 


How 
Nou 


If in- 
do not 
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; Pſal, 
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a good 
"Peace, 
fed, bt 
be wit 


' behold 
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owl 
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down to his Brard, and from thence to the Shirts of his Gar- 
ments, Pal. cxxxiii. 1. . LETS 
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7. Confider, Church-Members are Brethren, there is a 
ſpiritual Brotherhood as well as a natural one; they are 
called Saints and faithful Brethren. Col. i. 2. The Church 
that were at Autioch were called Brethren. Acts xv. 1. 
This ſhould be a Motive to enforce our endeavour after 
Peace, This was the Argument Miet uſed, when he 
found two 1/raelites ſtriving together, Siri. auhy do you 
wrong one. to another? ye are Brethren. This was the Ar- 
gument Abrabam uſed to procure and maintain Peace, when 
there had been a Breach between Lot's Herds-men and his: 
Gen, xiii. 8. And Abraham /aid unte Lot, Let there be ne 
Strife, I pray thee, between thee and me, and between thy 
Herdi- men and mine; for ww? are Brethyen. N 

8. That God whom we ſerve, and whoſe Church we 
profeſs ourſelves to be, is the God of Peace; and ſe he 
is (tiled in the Word; 1 The: v. 130 he is called the very 
Ged Peace. . | I as | 
(..) He is the God of Peace, in that he is at Peace with 
his People; they have Peace with him through Chriſt, Rom. 
V. 1. Therefore being juſtified by Faith (that is, by Chriſt, 
Faith being taken objectively for the Word, therefore is 
relative to the laſt Verſe of the preceding Chapter) wwe 
have Peace with God tbrougb our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who hath. 
nade Peace through the Blood of his Croſs. | l | 

(2.) He is the God of Peace, in that it is he that gives 
u inward and ſpiritual Peace, to enjoy that Peace ſo often 
prayed for in Paul's Epiſtles, particularly, Rom. xv. 13. 
Now the God of Hope fill you with all Joy and Peace in be- 

that gives that Peace that paſſeth Under- 


leving. It is 
ſtanding. | 
(3.) Fe is the God of Peace, as he enjoins you to be at 
Peace among yourſelves, as he gives Rules for the obtain- 
ing and preſerving of Peace. 3 
(4.) He is the God of Peace, in that he is the Author of 
Peace: 1 Cor. xiv. 33. For God ii not the Author of Confu- 
, but of Peace as in all Churches of the Saints, © 
9. Confider, Jeſus Chrift = the Prince- of Peace, a 
8 Nee : $23 7; HY - 1228 
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Converſation, every thing that may juſtly be o 


| "none juſtiy given ; but our Care ſhould be that we giv 
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is his Name; Ia. ix. 6. The mig hy God, the eiverlaſiing 


| Father, the Prince of Peace. 


(1.) He is our Peace, as having made Peace. God wa, 


Tn Chrifh reconciling the World unto himyelf. Peace and Re 


conciliation are the ſame thing, Eb ii. 14. This was the 
greateſt and the molt laſting Peace that ever was made, 
that none but Chriſt could make, becauſe none but Christ 


could ſatisfy offended Juſtice. ee. 

I.) It was a coſtly Peace, he made Peace through the 
Blood of his Crofs; it coſt him his Blood, his Life Blood, 
in the ſhedding of which there was a bearing the Curſe: 
for the Death of the Croſs was an accurſed-Death. 
3) Heisthe Prince of Peace, in that he hath proclaim. 
ed it, and that as ſoon as ever it was made; he came and 
preached Peace to them that were nigh, and to them that 
avere far off. Eph. ii. 17. e did commit this Word of 
Reconciliation, unto; his Apoſtles, that they might go and 


_ * Publiſh and proclaim it. 2 Cor. v. 17, 18. 


10 Conſider, the Goſpel that you profeſs, is the Goſ. 
pel of Peace: We are exhorted to baut our Feet ſbod with 


142 Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace. Eph. vi. 15+ lt is by 
the Goſpel we have the glad Tidings of that Peace that 


Chritt hath made: It is the Goſpel that is the Means by 
which we are won over to accept of that Peace that Chriſt 
bath porchaſed ; it is the Goſpel thatis the Means of Spi- 
ritual Peace. = | 4 0 21 bb 
11. Conſider, it is your aim to enter into Peace / when 


, you. go hence and be ſeen no more, that you may live 


eternally inthe Enjoyment of that Peace which Chriſt hath 
urchaſed. Now if Peace be fo deſirable bereafter, why 
ſhould it not be endeavoured after here? I ſhall now offer a 


few Words of Advice to ſuch as are willing to promott 


Peace in the Church, what to beware of, what to do, and 


how todo, 


3, We thoald be eve id e 


in out 
five to 
our Brethren, Ordinarily the Breach of Peace in Churches 
comes by the Miſcarriage of ſome Member or Members; 
though I confeſs an Offence may be taken, when there | 


; none 


F a. viſibie Church of Chriſten 22g 
none Give! no: ente to. the Jew, nor tothe Gentile,! nor to 
the Church of God. We ſhould be Followers of that hleſſed 
Apoltle in this, who did exerciſe himſelf ro keep a. Con- 
ſcience void of Offence towards God and towards Man. In 
particular. „e ſhould be careful of perſonal, Wrongs to 
oor Brethren in our Dealing; we ſhould rather Tues 
-w50.1g than de wen .. 4 add e 18% AAP 
2. We ſhould be careful we;do' not take Offence upon 
every light Occaſion, Some Perſons are ſatpuchy,.. that 
a ſmall. Matter offends them, and- little Spark kindles 2 
great Fire. If we make a Man an offender. far a, Word 
that is not pleaſant to us, we;are um like to, maintain 
Peace any long time: There muſt be bearing and fort 
bearing, if we would preſerve Peace; that is, we: myſt 
bear and forbear, where. We may. ſo do it, and keep. r 
{elves free trom. did. eee 
3. We. muſt beware and care fully avoid Raſſion in all our 
Debates of Thing. Tharunruly Corruption bath oft-times 
great Makerbaits in Churches. It is rate that Baſſion doth 
iſſue any thing of a Conireyesſy, hut oſt- times Debates are 
iſſaed in Paſſion, Men fall into-a Heat and ſo break off 
meir Debates, without iſſoing any thing; and the Breach 
was not ſo wide before, but it is nom made mach widers 
and by the indigeſted Words that are bakil;ſpoken, Ad- 
vantage is taken to eucreaſe the Difference. Sloman was 
noted for à Man of great Wiſdom, and de was like 
wile a Man of great Experience, and one that was inſpired - 
by the Spirit of God: He tells us, Ibat 4 fot: da/aver turns 
away Wrathy and grievous Words fiir uh Aiger. This then 
1s not the Way to make Peace;.] We ſhould: fill remem- 
der that the Wzath of Man doch not: aggompliſh; the 
Righteouſneſs o. Got... 

4+ We ſhould be careful to keep down Spiritaal Pride, 
that we be not proud of Parts and Gifts, no nor yet of 
Graces; that we do not look on our ſelves as taller. by the 
Head and Shoulders than our Brethren, and ſo expect hat 
every bodies Sheaf ſhould make obey ſance unto ours, 
Solomon tells us, that only by Pride: cometh Cantention. Prov. 
ail. 10. As if there were no other moving Cauſe, * 75 
Eno er 


"— 
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ther that this is all that Pride is good for, to breed Quar. 
rels and Debates. But ſaith he, with rhe Nell. adwi/ed i; 
Wiſdom. $0 that proud Perſons are not the only Men of 
Wiſdom in the World, whatever they may think of them. 
ſelves; therefore we had need be careful that we be not 
- | Wiſe in our own Conceit: Prov, xxvi. 12. Seeff ben a Mas 
| awife in his on Conceit p There is more hope of a Fool than of 
him. Such a one thinks much to be oppoſed, and ſcorn, 
to be reproved, 38 tet eee 
6. 55 We ſhould endeavour to live a mortified Life, not 
only to keep down Pride and Paſſion, but to ſubdue and 
keep under every Corruption: Keep up and maintain a 
Spiritual Warfare within, and that will be Means to pre- 
vent a carnal Warfare without. James iv. 1. From whence 
come Wars and F ighting: among you? Are they not from hence, 
. even from your Lufts that war in your Members * Whence 
came thoſe Diviſions that were among the Corinthian; 
but from the Carnality of their Spirits? 1 Cor. in. 3. 7 
are yet carnal; for whereas there are among you Envying:, 
Serifes and Diviſions, are ye not carnal? And fo he goes 
on to charge them with their Carnality, as being the 
cauſe, that one was of Paul, another of Apollon. Men dif. 
fer about Matters of Religion, but many Times their own 
Irreligion hath the greateſt hand in their Differences. 
6. We ſhould endeavour to keep up Love one towards 
another, and walk in Love if we would walk in Peace; 
Eph. iv. 2. Forbearing one another in Love, endeawouring ts 
deep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace., There are 
ſuch excellent Properties in Love, that it would contri- 
'bute much to Peace. 1 Cor. xiii. You have the Proper- 
ties of Charity, which is Love; Ir /uffereth long, and is kind. 
his one Property put forth, would contribute much to 
Peace; but where this is wanting, Perſons will ſuffer 
nothing for Peace ſake. Charity envieth not, is not puffed up, 
. ſeeketh mot its oaun, is not eafily provoked, beareth all Things, 
entdureth all Things, &c. This would prevent Heats 2. 
mong Brethren, could they walk in Love, in Charity one 
towards another. Charity doth not ſwell and puff up a 
Man like a Bladder ; but keeps him meek and lowly, and 
would in a great Meaſure prevent the doing of — | 
elt EY | hroug 
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through Strife or vain Glory: but ſuch is the Carriage of 


#7 Brethren one towards another ſometimes when Differences 
| of ariſe in Churches, that one would almoſt wonder what 4s 
m- become of Charity. WEIS X 2 | 
not 7. If Perſons would preſerve Peace in the Church, 
Han they ſhould ſpeedily ſeek a Reconciliation, where Things 
1 of are done that tend to the Breach of Peace, and he that 
rng hath given the Offence ſhould make a free and inge nuous 
"WH Acknowledgment of it. I thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, 
not and there remembreſi that thy Brother hath ought againſt 
and thee, leave there thy Gift before the Altar Fir go and te 
ina reconciled to thy Brother, and then come and on thy Gift. - 
pre- 8. If Peace be in danger to be broken, ſtoop as low as 
hence poſſible to prevent it; if praying and entreating will 
ence, prevent it, do not ſtick at that. 7 pray. thee ( ſaith 


Abraham to Lot) let there be no Strift between me and thee, 
an, Lor betaueen thy Herds men and my Herdi men. Do not think 
. 74 cis to be beneath you, though it be to an Inferior? Let 
ings, was inferior to Abraham, for Abrabam was his Uncle, yet 
goes be ſticks not at that. We ſhould ſloop ſo low as to for 
the ſome outward Advantage for Peace ſake. The Land > 
 dif« fore us, faith he, 4 thou wilt go to the right-Hand, I will E 
own il te the left; If thou wilt go to the Teft Hand, I will go te 

; the right. He gives him his Choice, and all for the ſake of 
vards Peace. A folk denying Frame of Spirit, contributes much 
eace; ¶ to the Preſervation of Peace, To conclude then, Follow 
ing i ter Peace: And for your . feed on that 
re art romiſe, Live in Peace, and hb Cad Lowe. and Prace ſpall 
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75 Tis not RU many Times ee 
Treatiſe bas bren carried through the Preſs "It ſhouid 
feem that it cas fir} publijbed by the. Author vine then, 


may 7. EETL after: awards by Mr. J. Noble, awho is long ſince 


deceaſed. . I bei ber his was 1he ſecond, third, or fourth 
"Edition, thei Title-Page does not-expreſs, ner is it eaſy-to /ay i 
it has, bewewver. been long out of Print, which induced thi 


S Editor 10 preſint tbe Public with this new Edition, printed 


verbatim from a a c "py of that pulifbed by Mr. Noble. 


Public gau, and not private Emolument 2 Bevel y 
tet} aimed at: And if the Wijhes of the Editor might 
be gratified,, every-Church of Chriſt, would priat;an Editin 


for thenyjelves,: and profent each of their  reſpettion 
- — | Members a Copy, as @ Suitable Introduction to the Sind. 
OO of the Ceriprrcs, aps u Paint of fo much Importance to the 


Peace, Comferi and Eftabliikhment of thoſe who defire to walk 
a Zacharias and Elizabeth did,) in all the C eee 


5 5 a Ordinances of the _ ng | 


